
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah and his visiting French counterpart Jean-Yves
Le Drian held yesterday a meeting where they discussed bolstering
ties and latest regional and international developments. A statement
by the Foreign Ministry said that Sheikh Dr Ahmad and Le Drian,
who is on an official visit to Kuwait, also discussed mutual and global
efforts to counter the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). Sheikh Dr
Ahmad lauded cooperation with France on different fields, affirming
that the State of Kuwait was eager to seek further bolstering of re-
lations. Likewise, the French Foreign Minister commended the level
of relations with the State of Kuwait, expressing similar sentiments
of seeking more venues of cooperation. Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs Khaled Suleiman Al-Jarallah and other Kuwaiti and French
officials were present at the meeting.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah
and Britain’s Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab discussed yester-
day bilateral cooperation vis-a-vis developments in the region.
The two officials discussed over the phone bilateral relations at
all levels, and cited the 120th anniversary of the establishment of
the “historic relationship,” the foreign ministry said in a statement.
Sheikh Dr Ahmad and Raab voiced relief for the continuous meet-
ings of the joint steering committee, which discussed “important
and vital” issues as well as contributing to the strategic partner-
ship, it said. They also discussed cooperation against the coron-
avirus pandemic, as well as supporting international efforts to
curb the virus. The ministry said the top diplomats have identical
views over political developments in the region, as well as regional
and international issues.

Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah also had a phone call with
his Yemeni counterpart Mohammad Al-Hadhrami on Wednesday,
during which he reiterated Kuwait’s commitment to the security and
stability of Yemen amid the impoverished country’s lingering civil
war. Kuwait supports all international efforts, including measures the
Yemeni government has taken to get the country’s warring parties
on the same page, aiming to reach a decisive solution to the conflict,
the minister said. The humanitarian catastrophe in Yemen, exacer-
bated by a recent cluster of coronavirus, can only end through a so-
lution that works “within the frameworks” of the Gulf initiative,
Yemen’s national dialogue and relevant UN security resolutions, he
added. Yemen’s Foreign Minister then explained to his Kuwaiti op-
posite number the latest developments in his country, thanking
Kuwait for standing by Yemen through this crisis. — KUNA
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Kuwaiti, French FMs discuss
cooperation, latest developments

Sheikh Dr Ahmad phones British, Yemeni counterparts

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and his French counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian lead their respective
countries’ delegations during a meeting held yesterday in Kuwait. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
(right) and his French counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian.

UN Human Rights
Council approves
Kuwait’s report
GENEVA: The UN Human Rights Council ap-
proved yesterday the third report on the compre-
hensive human rights situation in the State of
Kuwait. Speaking before a UN session after ap-
proving the third national compre-
hensive report, Ambassador Jamal
Al-Ghunaim, Kuwait’s permanent
representative to the UN and inter-
national organizations’ headquarters
in Geneva, expressed his country’s
deep appreciation and pride over ap-
proval of the report. He affirmed that
Kuwait “will continue to promote
human rights and achieve sustainable
development in line with policies and
steps rooted in Islamic and Kuwaiti
social values.”

The constructive criticism on
Kuwait’s report will form a strong base upon which
Kuwaitis will continue to strive in bettering human
rights in the country, said Ambassador Ghunaim.
Kuwait is keen on abiding by international rules
and regulations concerning human rights, promot-
ing such values nationally, regionally, and globally,
noted the Kuwaiti diplomat. Ambassador Ghunaim
added that eagerness to promote human rights

values should not lead to imposing ideologies and
cultures that were counter to local values and tra-
ditions, pointing out that such policy was going to
harm human rights rather than bolstering them.
Kuwait’s human rights stance, similar to other na-
tions, included economic, social, and cultural
mechanisms aimed at boosting the rights of all sec-
tors of society, he affirmed.

Ambassador Ghunaim went on to say that
Kuwait’s human rights values were clearly reflected
in its foreign policy, which based on humanitarian

assistance and support of fellow
human beings. The demography of
Kuwaiti society will remain an issue of
importance and the people of the
country will continue to address mat-
ters that will ensure justice and equal-
ity within the rule of law, the Kuwaiti
diplomat indicated. Ambassador Ghu-
naim also touched on the novel coro-
navirus (COVID-19) global pandemic,
saying that the virus had majorly
shifted the world, but the State of
Kuwaiti will continue on its path to ad-
dress negative aspects affecting

human rights in the country. The Kuwaiti diplomat
concluded that the State of Kuwait will continue to
improve its human rights situation via cooperating
with other members of the council without com-
promising its just values and traditions. The Human
Rights Council reviews the human rights situation
in each member country every four years with
members providing periodical reports. — KUNA
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Second phase of
OPEC+ begins Aug:
Kuwaiti official
KUWAIT: The second phase of the OPEC+
deal, which will further decrease oil output, will
initiate in August, a Kuwaiti official said yester-
day. Governor of the State of
Kuwait at OPEC Haitham Al-Ghais
indicated that there was an under-
standing among members of
OPEC+, which includes members
from the international oil organiza-
tion and non-members, with re-
gards to recommendations coming
of the Wednesday meeting for the
Joint Ministerial Monitoring Com-
mittee (JMMC).

The video-conference, seeing
the participation of Kuwait’s Min-
ister of Oil and Acting Minister of
Water and Electricity Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel, fo-
cused on commitment to the OPEC+ deal last
June, Ghais said, adding that the participants
were pleased with commitment which rose from
87 percent in May to 107 percent last month. He
added that the JMMC stressed that the commit-
ment to the OPEC+ deal in the upcoming
months will be crucial due to the lingering im-

pact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) on the
global oil market.

Despite improvements in the market due to
the policies of returning back to normalcy in var-
ious parts of the world, challenges still remain in
the months ahead, the official pointed out. Bring-
ing down the production from 9.7 to 7.7 barrels
per day (bpd) does not necessarily mean that the
return of two million barrels to global supplies,
noted Ghais, explaining that countries, which did
not abide by the OPEC+ deal in May and June,

had tendered clear plans to catch up
with their quotas in production cuts.
He added that the upcoming period
will hopefully see more stability in the
market, revealing that there was a sig-
nificant improvement connected with
oil demand in the second half of the
year compared with the first.

Ghais indicated that demand for
the second and third quarters will see
an increase from 82 to 92 million bpd.
The upcoming meeting with the
JMMC will be held on August 18 and
it will review the commitment to

OPEC+ in July, said the Kuwaiti official. OPEC
members and countries from outside the organ-
ization agreed on April 13 to decrease production
by 9.7 million bpd starting from May until July 31.
OPEC+ also agreed to decrease production until
December 31 by 7.7 million bpd with an expected
5.5 million bpd production output cuts from Jan-
uary 1, 2021 to April 30, 2022. — KUNA
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