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SANAA: At least a dozen people, including five
children, were killed on Wednesday in an air
strike in Yemen’s northern Al-Jawf province,
government and medical sources said. “At least
12 people, including four women and five chil-
dren, were accidentally killed in the city of Al-
Hazm,” about 100 kilometers northeast of the
capital Sanaa, a government said. Yemen has
been embroiled in a civil war since 2014 that
pits the government-backed by a Saudi-led mil-
itary coalition that provides air support-against
Iran-backed Houthi rebels, who control much of
the north, including the capital.

The government source added that the strike
landed in a residential area about three kilome-
ters from a battlefront between the Houthis and
pro-government forces. Medical sources con-
firmed that at least 12 people were killed, among
them women and children. Rebels blamed the
deaths on the Saudi-led coalition, which has not
yet commented on the incident. The strike came
days after the United Nations Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said
seven children and two women had been killed
in an air raid on Sunday in the northwest gov-
ernorate of Hajjah.

Another two women and two children were

wounded in the strike, according to OCHA. UN
experts have accused both sides in Yemen’s
five-year-old conflict of war crimes. The Nor-
wegian Refugee Council said in a statement on
Wednesday that “bombings by the Saudi-led
coalition have reached an intensity not seen in
two years and missiles fired by (the Houthis)
into Saudi Arabia have also increased”. 

It urged the UN to act and called for an “im-
mediate independent investigation”. On Mon-
day, the Saudi-led coalition acknowledged the
possibility of civilian casualties during an anti-
Houthi operation in Hajjah and said it was being
investigated. It also said its forces had “inter-
cepted and destroyed seven drones and four
ballistic missiles” launched by the Houthis
against civilians in Saudi Arabia. Yemen’s war
escalated in March 2015 when the coalition
intervened against the rebels. Tens of thou-
sands have been killed since then in what the
UN has described as the world worst human-
itarian crisis. 

UN fears ‘catastrophe’ 
In another development, the United Nations

held an unusual session Wednesday to express
fears of “catastrophe” if a decaying oil tanker

abandoned off Yemen’s coast with 1.1 million
barrels of crude on board ruptures into the Red
Sea. A breach of the 45-year-old FSO Safer, an-
chored off the port of Hodeida, would have dis-
astrous results for marine life and tens of
thousands of impoverished people who depend
on fishing for their livelihood.

The UN Security Council said it had sent de-
tails of a plan for an inspection team to conduct
light repairs and determine the next steps to the
Iran-backed Houthi rebels, who control
Hodeida, on Tuesday. On Sunday, the UN said
the Houthis had agreed in principle to the as-
sessment. But they did the same in the summer
of 2019, only to cancel a UN mission from Dji-
bouti at the last minute. The tanker’s “condi-
tion is deteriorating daily, increasing the
potential for an oil spill,” Inger Andersen, head
of the United Nations Environment Program,
told the Council. 

“Time is running out for us now to act in a
coordinated manner to prevent a looming envi-
ronmental, economic and humanitarian catas-
trophe,” she said. The Security Council issued a
communique expressing its “deep alarm at the
growing risk,” and called on the Houthis to move
ahead with granting access to the tanker “as

soon as possible.” Effectively a floating storage
platform, the Safer has had virtually no mainte-
nance for five years since war broke out in the
country where the Houthis have seized much of
the north from the internationally recognized
government.

The tanker could break up or explode, caus-
ing a disaster that experts have said could take
up to 30 years for the area’s ecology to recover
from. A leak in the engine room had been
plugged in May, but the British mission to the
UN insisted that “a permanent solution is ur-
gently needed.” UN Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs Mark Lowcock said he
hoped a UN assessment mission would be car-
ried out “within the next few weeks.” 

“I have briefed you 15 times over the last 15
months on the Safer tanker,” he added, hinting
at frustration over the lack of action. Like other
economic and aid issues in Yemen, the plight of
the tanker has become a bargaining chip, with
the Houthis accused of using the threat of dis-
aster to secure control of the value of the cargo.
In June, the Houthis said they wanted guaran-
tees the vessel would be repaired and that the
value of the oil on board used to pay salaries of
their employees. — Agencies 

5 children among dozen 
killed in Yemen air strike

Black Yemenis remain 
in shadows, far from 
global protests
DUBAI: At a time when the Black Lives Matter movement is re-
shaping societies, black Yemenis have scant hope for an end to
centuries of discrimination that has only worsened during the
country’s civil war. The life of Haitham Hassan in the capital Sanaa
remains unchanged despite the global wave of protests sparked
by the death in May of an unarmed black man, George Floyd,
who was pinned down under a white US police officer’s knee. 

Hassan gives no flicker of recognition when asked about Black
Lives Matter. But he can recount how he faces racism on a daily
basis, often having to tolerate slurs that mean “slave” or “servant”
because of the color of his skin. In Sanaa, members of the minor-
ity group known as “Muhamasheen”-literally the “Marginalized”-
live in dismal conditions in densely populated slums.

They count among the poorest of the poor in the Arab world’s
most impoverished country blighted by more than five years of
conflict. In the narrow streets of a shantytown in southern Sanaa,
lined with makeshift tents and cardboard homes along with a
few simple brick structures, women cook outside on stoves fu-
elled with scraps of rubbish. “It’s as if we are not part of Yemeni
society, even though we hold Yemeni identification papers,” Has-
san told AFP. “Our children in schools are treated differently...
and we are looked at sideways on the streets and in markets.”

Debate over origins 
Most black Yemenis live in the Red Sea coastal plain of Ti-

hama, which extends from the Bab al-Mandab Strait to the west-
ern port city of Hodeida. Others live in Sanaa in the north and

Aden in southern Yemen. There is debate over the ethnic origins
of the community, says the London-based Minority Rights
Group International. “Some believe they are descended from
African slaves or Ethiopian soldiers from as far back as the sixth
century. Others nevertheless think they are of Yemeni origin,” it
said in a report.

“They have suffered from higher rates of unemployment and
generally live in poverty, lacking access to basic services such
as water, sanitation and education, as well as economic oppor-
tunities.” Black Yemenis-who make up between two and 10 per-
cent of the population, according to various estimates-have long
struggled to survive, confined as they are to low-paying jobs
like street sweeping or collecting garbage.

They exist outside the country’s tribal social structure, a life
on the margins, which increases their vulnerability. — AFP

UN fears ‘catastrophe’ if Yemen oil tanker ruptures

Dismembered body 
found in luxury New 
York apartment
NEW YORK: The body of a wealthy young technology en-
trepreneur has been found decapitated in his luxury New
York apartment, police said Wednesday. Fahim Saleh, 33,
was found unresponsive in his Manhattan home on Tues-
day afternoon, an NYPD spokeswoman told AFP. “He was
dismembered. His death was deemed a homicide,” she said.

An investigation is under way but no arrests have yet
been made, the spokeswoman added. The New York Times
reported that detectives found an electric saw near Saleh’s
torso. His head and limbs were found elsewhere in the
apartment. Saleh’s sister discovered his body before calling
the police, officials told the newspaper. Police have not
given a motive for the murder but the Daily News tabloid
said investigators believed it may have been over a busi-
ness dispute.

Saleh, the son of Bangladeshi immigrants, was CEO of
Nigerian motorcycle ride-hailing and delivery app
Gokada. “Fahim was a great leader, inspiration and positive
light for all of us. Fahim’s vision and belief in us will be with
us forever, and we will miss him dearly,” Gokada said on
its Twitter account. He was also a founding partner of Ad-
venture Capital, which invests in startups in developing
countries. According to local media reports, Saleh recently
purchased the apartment where he was murdered for
about $2.2 million. — AFP 

SANAA: Children of Yemen’s minority group known as
‘Muhamasheen’-literally the ‘Marginalized’ are pictured at a
slum in the capital Sanaa. — AFP 


