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HONG KONG: China accused the United
States of “gangster logic” yesterday after US
President Donald Trump ordered an end to
Hong Kong’s special status under US law in re-
sponse to Beijing’s imposition of new security
legislation on the territory. Beijing’s Liaison
Office in the Asian financial hub said the move
would only damage US interests while having
little impact on Hong Kong.

“Unreasonable meddling and shameless
threats by the United States are typical gang-
ster logic and bullying behavior,” the office said
in a statement. “No external force can block
China’s determination and confidence to main-
tain national sovereignty and security for Hong
Kong’s long-term prosperity and stability.” The
security law imposed by Beijing punishes what
China broadly defines as subversion, secession,
terrorism and collusion with foreign forces with
up to life in prison.

Critics of the law fear it will crush the wide-
ranging freedoms promised to the former British
colony when it returned to Chinese rule in 1997,
while supporters say it will bring stability to the
city after a year of sometimes violent anti-gov-
ernment protests. Trump on Tuesday signed an
executive order to end preferential economic
treatment for Hong Kong, allowing him to im-
pose sanctions and visa restrictions on Chinese

officials and financial institutions involved in the
imposition of the law.

China has threatened to impose retaliatory
sanctions of its own, and summoned the U.S.
ambassador to protest. The Hong Kong govern-
ment said on Wednesday it would support any
action Beijing chose to take against the United
States. “It is hypocritical for the US to introduce
measures to attack China by creating issues in
(Hong Kong) under the pretext of human rights,
democracy and autonomy out of its own politi-
cal considerations,” the territory’s Beijing-
backed government said in a statement.

Four members of a pro-establishment party,
the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and
Progress of Hong Kong, staged a protest at the
US consulate on Thursday demanding the
United States “stop interfering in Chinese in-
ternal affairs.” Trump has not ruled out sanc-
tions on top Chinese officials to punish China
for its handling of Hong Kong, a White House
National Security Council spokesman said on
Wednesday.

Among names being pushed by some China
hawks is Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie
Lam, who has backed Beijing’s implementation
of the security law, according to a person famil-
iar with the matter. Separately Hong Kong pro-
democracy activist Nathan Law said on

Wednesday he feels safe in London but de-
scribed the extra-territorial reach of national

security laws imposed by China as “scary”, and
urged Britain to do more to help. —Reuters
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HONG KONG: A man walks with his child past a view of commercial buildings in Hong Kong. Beijing’s tough new
security law and President Donald Trump’s order to rescind special trading privileges have blunted Hong Kong’s
competitive edge and risk turning the finance hub into just another Chinese city, analysts warn. —AFP

Brazil’s Bolsonaro tests 
positive for COVID again
BRASILIA: Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro announced Wednesday
that he still has the coronavirus, after undergoing a new test the day
before. “I’m fine, thank God. Yesterday morning, I took the test, and
in the evening the result was that I am still positive for the coron-
avirus,” the far-right leader said in a Facebook Live broadcast from
the gardens of his official residence in Brasilia.

Bolsonaro said he is not experiencing symptoms and that his use
of the anti-malarial drug hydroxychloroquine, which he said he has
been taking since he was diagnosed last week, is working. “I am not
recommending anything. I recommend that you talk to your doctor.
In my case, a military doctor recommended hydroxychloroquine, and
it worked,” he said. The presidential press office said in a brief state-
ment that Bolsonaro, who at 65 is in a high-risk group, will remain in
quarantine at the official Alvorada Palace residence, where he will
continue to work by video conference.

The far-right president, who has caused huge controversy in
Brazil for repeatedly flouting lockdown measures in place to curb
the spread of the virus, first tested positive a week ago. He admitted
on Monday by telephone interview with CNN that he “can’t stand
this routine of staying at home” and said he was waiting “anxiously”
to be given the all-clear to leave the house. He told the television
channel he hasn’t had any symptoms such as a fever or respiratory
difficulties since July 6. —AFP

Walloped by pandemic 
and controversy, Trump 
faces political turmoil
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump fired his campaign manager late
Wednesday, just four months ahead of November’s election, in a bid
to transform a campaign that has seen his popularity sinking over his
management of the surging coronavirus. With two more polls Wednes-
day adding to several recently that have shown the US president’s sup-
port tanking, he took to Twitter to announce that Brad Parscale would
be replaced by Bill Stepien, his former deputy campaign manager. 

Praising both for their efforts, he struck a hopeful note as he
looked ahead to November, saying the election “should be a lot eas-
ier” than 2016 “as our poll numbers are rising fast, the economy is
getting better, vaccines and therapeutics will soon... be on the way,
and Americans want safe streets and communities!” But the reality
is stubborn and sobering: more than 137,000 Americans have been
killed by COVID-19, confirmed new cases are on the rise in 40 out
of 50 states, California announced it was re-shuttering parts of its
massive economy, and Trump is clashing with health experts tasked
with fighting the crisis.

With infection rates that have taken radically different trajectories
than those in Europe, the United States is in bad shape-and the pres-
ident appears to be dodging the subject. 

On Wednesday he traveled to Atlanta-not to visit the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention for an update on the pandemic re-
sponse as cases spike in the south and west, but to deliver a speech
on modernizing America’s infrastructure. One day earlier he held a
long press conference at the White House in which he touched on mul-

tiple subjects and vilified his Democratic rival Joe Biden-but barely
mentioned the outbreak. His attempt to discredit respected infectious
disease specialist Anthony Fauci, who has bluntly warned that the US
strategy against the virus is faltering, has flopped. Even some voices
within his own camp are urging the president to tackle the problem
more seriously rather than blame scapegoats. “We don’t have a Dr
Fauci problem,” stressed Republican Senator Lindsey Graham. “I think
any effort to undermine him is not going to be productive.”

Obama weighs in
The White House has sought to calm the waters, with Trump cas-

tigating trade adviser Peter Navarro for an opinion piece in USA
Today this week attacking Fauci. But Trump and the White House have
repeatedly criticized Fauci in recent weeks. Fauci described the efforts
as “bizarre,” telling The Atlantic magazine that “ultimately, it hurts the
president to do that.” Amid the hubbub, Barack Obama weighed in
with an appeal for apolitical action. “The latest data offers a tragic re-
minder that the virus doesn’t care about spin or ideology,” the 44th
president tweeted Wednesday without naming the 45th, but clearly
referring to Trump. “The best thing we can do for our economy is to
deal with our public health crisis,” Obama added.

Biden, for eight years Obama’s deputy, appears content to run a
minimal campaign with few public appearances, but he nevertheless
has sought to seize the momentum from a flailing Trump. Enjoying fa-
vorable polling, including in some traditionally Republican states,
Biden denounced Trump for his “complete and utter failure” to combat
COVID-19, as he shifts his own electoral strategy. On Tuesday, Biden
aired his first campaign ad in Texas, a state that has not voted for a
Democratic presidential nominee since 1976 but where polls now put
him in a dead heat with Trump. “If you’re sick, if you’re struggling... I
will not abandon you,” Biden says over images of masked emergency
responders, and loved ones communicating via webcast or through
glass. There is palpable concern in the Republican camp. —AFP


