
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, July 17, 2020

Friday 15

SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter is investigating a
massive hack in which high-profile users from
Elon Musk to Joe Biden had their accounts hi-
jacked by scammers who the social network be-
lieves targeted its employees to gain access to
internal systems. Posts trying to dupe people
into sending hackers the cryptocurrency Bitcoin
were tweeted by the official accounts of Apple,
Uber, Kanye West, Bill Gates, Barack Obama and
many others on Wednesday.

“We detected what we believe to be a coor-
dinated social engineering attack by people who
successfully targeted some of our employees
with access to internal systems and tools,” Twit-
ter said. “They used this access to take control
of many highly-visible... accounts,” the company
said, adding that it was investigating “what other
malicious activity they may have conducted or
information they may have accessed.” The fraud-
ulent posts, which were largely deleted, said peo-
ple had 30 minutes to send $1,000 in bitcoin in
order to receive twice as much in return.

A total of 12.58 bitcoin-worth almost
$116,000 — were sent to the email addresses
mentioned in the fraudulent tweets, according to
the site Blockchain.com, which monitors crypto
transactions.

“Tough day for us at Twitter,” chief executive
Jack Dorsey said in a tweet. “We all feel terrible
this happened. We’re diagnosing and will share
everything we can when we have a more com-
plete understanding of exactly what happened.”

Blue ticks 
The Biden campaign told AFP that Twitter

locked down the hacked account quickly and re-

moved the bogus tweet. US President Donald
Trump’s account, which has more than 83 million
followers, was not among those hacked.

“Most accounts should be able to Tweet
again,” the Twitter support team said in an
evening update, having earlier briefly disabled
posts from verified accounts with an official blue
checkmark. The network said it had locked down
the affected accounts, which also included Bit-
coin speciality firms, and removed the tweets
posted by the hackers.

Twitter added that the network was largely
back to normal, but that it “may take further ac-
tions and will update you if we do.” Media outlet
Vice reported that a Twitter insider was respon-
sible, citing leaked screenshots and two anony-
mous sources apparently behind the hack, one
of whom told Vice they had paid the employee.

Rachel Tobac of cyber-security firm Social-
Proof Security also theorized that hackers had
got control of a Twitter employee’s administra-
tive access to post the messages. Meanwhile re-
ports said that BitTorrent chief executive Justin
Sun was offering a $1 million reward for bringing
the Twitter hackers to justice. 

‘Giving back’
The tweet that appeared on Tesla founder

Musk’s Twitter feed said, “Happy Wednesday! I
am giving back Bitcoin to all of my followers. I
am doubling all payments sent to the Bitcoin ad-
dress below. You send 0.1 BTC, I send 0.2 BTC
back!” It added that the offer was “only going
on for 30 minutes.” The fake messages that ap-
peared on other famous accounts made similar
promises of instant riches.  One version of the

scam invited people to click on a link at which
they would be exploited.

“All major crypto Twitter accounts have been
compromised,” Gemini cryptocurrency ex-
change co-founder Cameron Winklevoss said in
a tweet. “This is a SCAM, DO NOT participate!”
he warned. Twitter has been targeted by hackers
in the past. In March 2017, the accounts of

Amnesty International, the French economics
ministry and the BBC’s North America service
were broken into by hackers believed to have
been loyal to Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.   Last August, a series of insulting or
racist messages were posted on the personal ac-
count of Twitter founder Dorsey without his
knowledge. — AFP

Twitter hit by major hack 
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Venezuela calls UN
report ‘biased’
CARACAS: Venezuela has dismissed as “biased” a United
Nations report that said the independence of the Latin
American country’s justice system is undermined by insecu-
rity and a lack of transparency. The damning 15-page docu-
ment said that alleged victims of human rights violations had
difficulty obtaining justice in Venezuelan courts. “This biased
report... is a palpable example of the double standards, ma-
nipulation and shameful political use of international mech-
anisms by a small group of countries,” the foreign ministry
said in a statement on Wednesday.

It accused the United States and other nations of “aggres-
sion” towards Venezuela, which has been in political turmoil
since last year. The report by Michelle Bachelet, United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, was released on Tuesday,
a week after Venezuela’s Supreme Court ordered Juan Guaido
to relinquish his position as leader of the main opposition party.
It said the justice system is “considerably undermined due to
insecurity of tenure of judges and prosecutors, the lack of
transparency in the process of designation, precarious working
conditions, and political interference.” Last year, Guaido de-
clared himself acting president, charging that President Nicolas
Maduro’s 2018 re-election was fraudulent.

The United States no longer recognises Maduro as leader
and has been trying unsuccessfully to oust him, in part by
recognizing Guaido as the country’s interim head. — AFP

US Supreme Court
gives go-ahead for 
killer’s execution 
WASHINGTON: The execution of a murderer whose lawyers
claim is suffering from dementia can go ahead, the US Supreme
Court ruled yesterday, overturning a lower court that put a stay
on the process. President Donald Trump last month ordered a re-
sumption of federal executions after a 17-year hiatus, and the
Supreme Court’s decision means Wesley Ira Purkey, 68, could be
the second federal inmate to be executed this week.

Purkey, of Kansas, was convicted in 2003 for the 1998 rape,
murder and dismemberment of 16-year-old Jennifer Long. He was
also found guilty of beating an 80-year-old woman to death with
a hammer. He had been scheduled to be executed by lethal injec-
tion on Wednesday at Terre Haute prison in the midwestern state
of Indiana.

But Purkey’s lawyers sought to prevent his execution by argu-
ing he was mentally impaired and unable to understand why he
was being put to death. Although a District Court judge on
Wednesday blocked his execution to allow for a hearing on his
mental competency, this was overturned by the Supreme Court
overnight, court documents showed.

“The application for stay of execution of sentence of death...
is denied,” the ruling said, paving the way for Purkey’s execution
to go ahead. The ruling was a narrow one, however, as four of the
Supreme Court’s nine justices disagreed with the decision.

Rebecca Woodman, one of Purkey’s attorneys, described him

as a “severely brain-damaged and mentally ill man who suffers
from advanced Alzheimer’s disease and dementia.” “Though he
has long accepted responsibility for his crime, he no longer has a
rational understanding of why the government plans to execute
him,” Woodman said. Daniel Lewis Lee, 47, a former white su-
premacist convicted of the 1996 murders of a family of three, was
put to death by lethal injection on Tuesday at the same Indiana
prison where Purkey is scheduled to die.

Another federal inmate, Dustin Lee Honken, 52, is to be exe-
cuted today for five murders, including those of two girls aged 10
and six. The death penalty was reinstated at federal level in 1988
but had only been carried out three times before the execution of
Lee-the last time in 2003. — AFP

From Elon Musk to Joe Biden had their accounts hijacked by scammers

In this file photo, the Twitter logo is seen on a phone in this photo illustration in Washington, DC.
The official Twitter accounts of Apple, Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos and others were hijacked on
Wednesday by scammers trying to dupe people into sending cryptocurrency bitcoin in the hope
of doubling their money. — AFP

In this file photo Bill Pelke of Anchorage, Alaska expresses his oppo-
sition to the death penalty during a protest near the Federal Correc-
tional Complex. — AFP


