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Trump immigrant visa move 
tears Indian families apart

HK’s competitive 
edge blunted by 
US-China storm
HONG KONG: Beijing’s tough new security law and Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s order to rescind special trading
privileges have blunted Hong Kong’s competitive edge
and risk turning the finance hub into just another Chinese
city, analysts warn.   Once lauded as an oasis of pre-
dictability in Asia, semi-autonomous Hong Kong has been
plunged into crisis over the past year, threatening its sta-
tus as a reliable world-class business center. As 2019
came to a close, the city was already deep in recession
because of spiraling US-China trade tensions and months
of huge, often violent pro-democracy protests.

And the jolts to business sentiment have not let up.
Late last month Beijing blanketed the city in a game-
changing anti-subversion law aimed at ending protests
against its increasingly authoritarian rule.  Then on Tues-
day-in response to that law-Trump announced that Hong
Kong would no longer have preferential trade treatment. 

He also signed a law that will sanction Chinese and
Hong Kong officials responsible for cracking down on dis-
sent. While analysts and multi-nationals knew the move
to strip the city of its trading privileges was coming, some
were taken aback by the breadth of the executive order
that followed.

“This turned out to be much more wide-ranging and
less targeted than I hoped it would be-and it looks like
Hong Kong will suffer as much as mainland China,” Steve

Tsang, director of the SOAS China Institute in London,
told AFP.

Passports, exports and scholarships 
The order ends preferential treatment for Hong Kong

passports, revokes license exceptions for certain exports,
suspends Washington’s extradition agreement with the
city and stops any joint police training. It also terminates
the Fulbright scholar exchange program. The sanctions
against Chinese officials came from a bill passed with bi-
partisan support-an illustration of how Beijing’s response
to Hong Kong’s protests has united Washington’s bitterly
divided politics. 

“Hong Kong will now be treated the same as mainland
China-no special privileges, no special economic treat-
ment and no export of sensitive technologies,” Trump said.
Banks have a year-long grace period to stop doing busi-
ness with Chinese officials deemed to be “primary offend-
ers” in undermining Hong Kong’s autonomy. 

“We can see that banks are going through their client
lists and those who are sanctioned are also expected to
close accounts on their own,” Andy Kwan, director of the
ACE Centre for Business and Economic Research, told
AFP. Both China and Hong Kong’s government denounced
Washington’s move on Wednesday, vowing some sort of
reciprocal response. That sets the stage for American busi-
nesses in either China or Hong Kong to face counter-mea-
sures.  “(US) acts are hypocritical and will certainly cause
very serious damage to American companies and citizens,”
Hong Kong’s government said. While the precise impact of
the new restrictions will take time to manifest, Julia Fried-
lander from the Atlantic Council said the latest measures
“erect trade barriers and sever deeply integrated financial
ties for Hong Kong with the United States”. — AFP

Indians hit hard as they make up 75% of H-1B applicants 

Australian woman freed from
jail for Bali police killing
DENPASER: An Australian woman jailed
with her British DJ boyfriend for beating a
Bali policeman to death was freed yester-
day after nearly four years in prison on the
Indonesian holiday island.

Sara Connor, 49, left Kerobokan prison
and was placed in the hands of immigration
authorities to await deportation, Bali offi-
cials said. Connor and David Taylor were
convicted in 2017 of fatally assaulting offi-
cer Wayan Sudarsa, whose battered body
was found in the popular tourist area of
Kuta the previous year. Sudarsa’s blood-soaked body was covered with
dozens of wounds on his neck, chest and head.

Connor was given early release from her five-year term for good behavior,
while Taylor is serving a six-year jail sentence for his role in the attack. Taylor,
whose stage name was DJ Nutzo, had admitted getting into a fight with Su-
darsa on the beach after accusing the officer of stealing Connor’s handbag,
and admitted hitting him with items including binoculars and a beer bottle.

However, Taylor claimed at trial that he had feared for his life and acted
in self-defense during the late-night brawl. Mother-of-two Connor had main-
tained her innocence, insisting she only intervened to try to break up the
fight. This claim was rejected by a Bali court that said she held down the vic-
tim as Taylor beat him. The pair fled the scene but Connor’s driving license
and ATM card were found next to the body.

After police launched a massive manhunt for the couple, they took refuge
in the Australian consulate in Bali but later handed themselves over to local
authorities. At trial, prosecutors said the pair, who were tried separately,
should not be convicted of murder because they did not intend to kill the
officer. — AFP

MUMBAI: Every night in Bangalore, Parvez
Shaikh’s 18-month-old son wakes up in tears,
calling for his mother who is in the United
States-one among hundreds of families staring
at an uncertain future after President Donald
Trump froze most immigrant visas. The 33-year-
old management consultant and his two children
were visiting family in the Indian city in March,
when the coronavirus pandemic triggered the
suspension of international flights. Since then,
they have been stranded.

But he never imagined he would be stopped
outright from returning to the US, the country he
and his wife, a hardware engineer, have called home
for the last seven years. The Trump administration
last month barred new applications for the H-1B and
L employment visas for the rest of the year.

It also banned existing visa holders if they
were outside the US and required an extension-
effectively cutting them off from their loved ones
and their lives back in America. “My children ask
me if someone has stolen our home. Sometimes
they (start) looking for their favorite stuffed toy...
or their favorite book and I have no answers,”
Shaikh told AFP. “Our kids don’t know any other
home except (America) as they were born in the
States,” he said, adding that the trauma ap-
peared to have stunted their growth, exacerbat-
ing the family’s stress.

Harm to economy 
The prolonged closure of US consulates due

to coronavirus forced many immigrants like

Shaikh, who needed to have their passports
stamped after extending their visas, to postpone
their consular appointments, creating a huge
backlog. Trump’s decision has now thrown their
lives into disarray, hitting Indians particularly hard
since they make up 75 percent of H-1B applicants.

After her parents exhausted their savings to
fund her education, Bhaagya-not her real name-
thought she had hit the jackpot when she se-
cured a well-paying job as an IT engineer in the
US five years ago. The 31-year-old, who trav-
elled back to India in February, even managed to
pay for her sister’s graduate studies in the US.

But she now fears losing her job if she is un-
able to return due to the new restrictions, setting
off a chain reaction. “My sister can’t pay for
school if I can’t keep my job, which would mean
losing her student visa too,” she said. Trump has
made immigration reform a key plank of his re-
election campaign, touting the order as a cure
for the economic woes facing the country.

But critics say the move will do little to spur
a recovery. “How will targeting H-1B visas or a
handful of us benefit the US economy if we are
here earning in dollars and spending in rupees?”
asked software engineer Harpreet Singh, who
has been stranded in India since March.

“My company is discussing moving many of
the employees to Indian payrolls if the situation
does not improve,” the 35-year-old told AFP,
suggesting that at some multinationals jobs
would simply be transferred overseas, instead of
being filled by local candidates.  US tech giants

have warned that the restrictions on hiring high-
skilled workers will harm the economy. From Mi-
crosoft CEO Satya Nadella to Google CEO
Sundar Pichai-both India-born-Silicon Valley has
long relied on foreign talent to boost its bottom
line. Milan Vaishnav, director of the South Asia
program at the Carnegie Endowment for Inter-

national Peace, a think tank, told AFP the move
amounted to “a self-inflicted wound”. “The White
House believes these policies will play very well
with their voter base... In reality, this is going to
have a profoundly negative effect on the econ-
omy that is going to end up hurting the very peo-
ple Trump claims to be helping,” he said. — AFP

Sindhu Sudhakar became stranded after flying to India in March to see her ailing
mother-in-law. — AFP
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