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Depp’s ex-wife 
accused of ‘stealing’
sex abuse story

Johnny Depp’s ex-wife Amber Heard “stole” her per-
sonal assistant’s story of being a victim of sexual as-
sault, the former employee told a UK court Wednesday

on day seven of the Hollywood star’s libel trial. “Much to my
utter shock and dismay, I discovered that Ms Heard had in
fact stolen my sexual violence conversation with her and
twisted it into her own story to benefit herself,” Kate James,
who worked for the 34-year-old actress from 2012 to 2015,
told London’s High Court via video link from Los Angeles. 

“This of course caused me extreme distress and outrage
that she would dare to attempt to use the most harrowing
experience of my life as her own narrative.” “Pirates of the
Caribbean” hero Depp is suing the publisher and executive
editor of Britain’s tabloid newspaper The Sun over a 2018
story that branded him a “wife beater”. Depp, 57, denies
abusing Heard during a two-year marriage that ended in a
messy 2017 divorce and several lawsuits.

She claimed he was violent towards her on at least 14 oc-
casions. James told the court that Heard was prone to drink-
ing and sending insulting messages in the middle of the night.
Ben King, who worked for the Hollywood star for three sepa-
rate periods between 2014 and 2016, said Heard was often
the “antagoniser” in the relationship, adding “the way they
argued could make them seem like schoolchildren.” King
once had to recover the actor’s fingertip, which Depp claims
was cut off by Heard with a broken vodka bottle. 

The actress, who is due to testify on Friday, maintains
that he sustained the injury while using a telephone.  Depp’s
former estate manager Kevin Murphy also accused Heard
of asking him to lie to an Australian court during the cou-
ple’s infamous 2016 run in with the law for flouting quaran-
tine rules by bringing two dogs into the country on his
private jet. “I expressed that I was extremely uncomfortable
with doing so, to which Ms Heard responded with words to
the effect of: ‘Well I want your help on this ... I wouldn’t
want you to have a problem with your job’.”

Heard escaped conviction after eventually pleading
guilty to falsifying immigration forms when she brought the
dogs into Australia, where Depp was filming “Pirates of the
Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales”. The court is sched-
uled to hear from Depp’s former partner Vanessa Paradis by
videoconference.  In a written testimony already submitted,
the French singer and actress, who was in a relationship
with Depp for 14 years, called him  “a kind, attentive, gener-
ous, and non-violent person and father.”  The trial, which is
due to last at least until the end of next week, will see US
actress Winona Ryder, who was in a relationship with
Johnny Depp in the 1990s, also testify in his favour.—AFP

US actor Johnny Depp arrives to attend the seven day of his
libel trial against News Group Newspapers (NGN), at the High
Court in London, on Wednesday.—AFP 

Banksy coronavirus 

graffiti removed 

from London train

British street artist Banksy’s latest
work, tackling the spread of coron-
avirus, that appeared inside a Lon-

don Underground train carriage “some
days ago” has been removed, according
to transport operators. The graffiti star
uploaded a video on social media Tues-
day, captioned “If you don’t mask - you
don’t get”.

In it, the artist is seen in a boiler suit
spray painting stencils of his iconic rats
inside a train, with one sneezing blue
droplets. Transport for London later told

AFP the work was removed “some days
ago” due to the company’s strict anti-
graffiti policy. However, the transport op-
erator would welcome Banksy to recreate
his message “in a suitable location”, it
added. “We appreciate the sentiment of
encouraging people to wear face cover-
ings, which the vast majority of cus-
tomers on our transport network are
doing,” a TfL spokesman said. —AFP

Disneyland Paris, Europe’s biggest private tourist at-
traction, reopened its gates Wednesday after four
months of coronavirus lockdown, albeit with limited

access and a ban on hugging the famous characters. As fes-
tive music played, Mickey, Pluto and other Disney characters
greeted the first visitors—all sporting face masks and some
the trademark Mickey Mouse ears—while keeping a safe
distance from the guests.  Despite the merry mood, things at
Disneyland are not quite back to normal as the COVID-19
pandemic was again showing a slight uptick in a country
where it has claimed more than 30,000 lives.

Earlier this month the Disney World resort reopened in
Florida, and Disney has already resumed activities at its
theme parks in Shanghai and Hong Kong. But a surge of
COVID-19 cases in California prevented the planned re-
opening of Disneyland near Los Angeles on July 17, and no
new date has yet been set. As at other resorts, visitor num-
bers at Disneyland Paris will be limited, the attraction’s op-
erator said, without indicating the ceiling.

All guests from age 11 must wear masks, and visitors
must observe social distancing in queues and on rides. Sani-
tising hand gel has been made available at more than 2,000
distribution points. The operator said “close interactions, in-
cluding hugs” for Disney’s cuddly mascots will be “tem-
porarily suspended”, there will be no princess makeovers,
and the daily parade of characters will return only at a later
date. More than 17,000 people work at Disneyland Paris,
which began halting shows and limiting visitor numbers
even before France’s official lockdown took effect in mid-
March, after some maintenance workers tested positive for
COVID-19.

Some 45 kilometres (28 miles) away in central Paris, the
iconic Eiffel Tower reopened its top level on Wednesday in
another symbolic step towards a return to normal in one of
the world’s most visited cities. Last year, Paris and its sur-
rounding region chalked up 50 million visitors, a number
that hospitality industry officials expect to plunge this year
because of strict travel curbs imposed because of the coro-
navirus crisis.—AFP 

Disney land  Par i s  reopens ,  but no hugs for Donald

Visitors and staff wearing protective face masks, walk down
the Main Street of Disneyland Paris in Marne-la-Vallee, near
Paris, on Wednesday, as Disneyland Paris begins phased
reopening after months-closure aimed at stemming the spread
of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19).—AFP photos

Visitors wearing protective face masks, walk down the Main
Street of Disneyland Paris in Marne-la-Vallee, near Paris.

China to reopen 
cinemas next week 
as virus cases fall
Most Chinese cinemas will be allowed to reopen next

week with social distancing rules following months of
coronavirus closures, authorities said yesterday, as do-

mestic infections remained at zero for 10 straight days. Movie
theatres in “low-risk” areas of the country can resume opera-
tions on July 20, but must screen patrons for fevers and enforce
mask-wearing, the China Film Administration said.

Cinemas are also required to sell tickets for no more than
30 percent of the available seats at each screening, and must
keep groups of moviegoers at least one metre (about three
feet) apart, the administration said. Chinese film authorities
had announced in March that they would reopen cinemas,
which have been shut since late January, but swiftly reversed
the decision the same month after fresh clusters of cases were
discovered across the country. 

China yesterday reported only one new virus case, im-
ported from overseas, and most of the country is classified as
“low risk” for virus outbreaks. Cinemas have suffered a mas-
sive blow to earnings this year as they are among the last
businesses to reopen even as new infections dwindle and the
country slowly returns to normal. The country’s largest cin-
ema chain Wanda Film said Wednesday it expected to report
a loss of at least 1.5 billion yuan ($214 million) for the first half
of the year.—AFP 


