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Thieves stole a painting by Dutch mas-
ter Vincent van Gogh early Monday
in a daring heist from a museum that

was closed to the public because of the
coronavirus pandemic. The 1884 painting,
titled the “Parsonage Garden at Neunen in
Spring”, was taken during a pre-dawn
break-in at the Singer Laren Museum near
Amsterdam. The criminals smashed
through a glass door and then took the
painting, which is valued at up to six mil-
lion euros ($6.6 million).

“I am shocked and unbelievably
annoyed this theft has happened,” Jan
Rudolph de Lorm, one of the museum’s
directors, told a press conference. “Art is
there to be seen, to be enjoyed, to inspire
and to bring solace, particularly in these
troubled times in which we find ourselves,”
De Lorm said. The theft happened on what
would have been the 167th birthday of the
brilliant yet troubled artist. “Parsonage
Garden at Neunen in Spring” comes from
relatively early on in Van Gogh’s career,
before the prolific artist embarked on his
trademark post-impressionist paintings

such as “Sunflowers” and his vivid self-
portraits.

The painting was on loan from its own-
ers, the Groninger Museum in the north of
the Netherlands, as part of an exhibition.
The Singer Laren museum closed two
weeks ago in compliance with Dutch gov-
ernment measures aimed at tackling the
spread of COVID-19. Dutch police said the
criminals had broken in at around 3:15 am
(0115 GMT). “Police officers immediately
rushed to the scene but the perpetrators
had escaped,” Dutch police said in a state-
ment, appealing for witnesses.

‘Hunt is on’
The painting has an estimated value of

between one million and six million euros,
Dutch art detective Arthur Brand said. “The
hunt is on,” said Brand, who is known for
recovering stolen Nazi art including
“Hitler’s Horses”. It was the third time the
famous Dutch master’s works have been
targeted in the Netherlands since the
1990s, Brand said. “To me this looks like
the work of a copycat,” Brand told AFP,

adding the modus operandi was similar to
the other two cases. “The thieves only went
for a Van Gogh, while there are other
works too in the museum,” he said. Asked
whether he thought there was enough
security at the museum Brand said “it is
very difficult to say.” “Securing a painting

is very difficult. It is something that has to
be displayed for people to see,” he said.

The museum’s 3,000 pieces also
include works by Dutch abstract master
Piet Mondrian and Dutch-Indonesian
painter Jan Toorop, as well as a casting
of “The Thinker” by Auguste Rodin.

Singer Laren was targeted in 2007 when
thieves stole a number of castings from
its gardens including “The Thinker,”
Dutch media reports said. The castings
were recovered two days later. Two Van
Gogh masterpieces went back on display
at Amsterdam’s Van Gogh Museum last
year after they were stolen from the
museum in 2002.

The paintings — the 1882 “ View of
the Sea at Scheveningen” and the 1884/5
“Congregation Leaving the Reformed
Church at Nuenen” — were recovered
by Italian investigators in September
2016 when they raided a home belonging
to an infamous mafia drug baron near
Naples.  Previously three Van Goghs that
were stolen from the Noordbrabants
Museum in 1990 later resurfaced when a
notorious Dutch criminal made a deal
with prosecutors. —AFP

This handout picture released on March 30, 2020 by the Groningen Museum shows Vincent van
Gogh’s 1884 painting “Parsonage Garden at Neunen in Spring” which was stolen from the Singer
Laren Museum in Laren.—AFP 

People take pictures in front of the Great pyramid of Kheops where a laser projection writes “Stay at home, stay safe.—AFP photos

In this file photo Spanish tenor Placido Domingo performs during his concert in the newly
inaugurated sports and culture centre ‘St Gellert Forum’ in Szeged, southern Hungary.—AFP 

Egypt’s famed Great Pyramid was
emblazoned Monday evening with
messages of unity and solidarity with

those battling the novel coronavirus the
world over.  “Stay safe”, “Stay at home”
and “Thank you to those keeping us safe,”
flashed in blue and green lights across the
towering structure at the Giza plateau,
southwest of the capital Cairo. Egypt has
so far registered 656 COVID-19 cases,
including 41 deaths. Of the total infected,
150 reportedly recovered. “The tourism
sector is one of the most affected industry
but our priority is health,” said tourism and
antiquities minister Khaled al-Anani,
speaking at the site.

Senior antiquities ministry official

Mostafa Al-Waziri thanked “all the medical
staff who help to keep us safe.” Egypt has
carried out sweeping disinfection opera-
tions at archaeological sites, museums and
other sites across the country. In tandem,
strict social distancing measures were
imposed to reduce the risk of contagion
among the country’s 100 million inhabitants.
Tourist and religious sites are shuttered,
schools are closed and air traffic halted.
Authorities have also declared a night-time
curfew and threatened penalties including
fines and even prison. 

On Monday, the interior ministry said
hundreds were arrested for violating cur-
few orders. It was not immediately clear if
they were later released.  The World Health

Organization has commended Egypt’s
response to the pandemic as “strong and
adapted to the situation”. But it called on
the Arab world’s most populous country to
boost hospital resources to better prepare
for potential wider transmission. The novel
coronavirus was declared a pandemic on
March 11. It originated in the Chinese city
of Wuhan and has so far spread in 183
countries. Over 727,000 people have been
infected and more than 34,000 have died
worldwide, according to a tally compiled
by AFP.—AFP

Spanish tenor Placido Domingo
said Monday he is recovering
from COVID-19 at home after

being released from hospital in Mexico.
The 79-year-old opera star said on
March 22 he had tested positive for the
coronavirus. He was later admitted to
hospital. On Sunday he wrote on his
Facebook page that he was back at his
Apaculpo home and credited the early
treatment he had received with easing
his recovery. “I am at home and I feel
good. Fortunately from the first symp-
tom I was, as always, under medical
supervision, given my age and my
comorbidities, so  COVID-19 was
immediately suspected and this helped
me a lot,” he wrote. 

The Spanish icon, who won world-
wide acclaim in the 1990s as one of
the Three Tenors alongside Jose
Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti, has
since August been engulfed in a sexual
harassment scandal. He is accused of
forcibly kissing, grabbing and fondling
women over a period of more than 30
years. “At this time, my thoughts are
with those who suffer and with all
those who are fighting generously to
save lives. I thank everyone for your
love and once again I recommend
everyone stays at home.”—AFP

Manga Productions, a subsidiary of the
Mohammed bin Salman “Misk” Foundation,
announced today its partnership with

Sumitomo Group to air the Saudi-anime series
Future’s Folktales in Japan starting Saturday April 4th,
2020.  The partnership was signed by Dr Essam
Bukhary CEO of Manga Productions and Ishihara
Junya, General Manager of Sumitomo Group via
video conference. Under the agreement, the series
will be aired across “J-com” channels, while, Asmik
Ace, a subsidiary under Sumitomo Group will distrib-
ute the series from Japan to the world.

Commenting on the partnership, Dr Essam
Bukhary, CEO of Manga Productions, said: “We are
excited to be joining forces with Sumitomo Group to
introduce the rich heritage of Saudi and the Arabian
Peninsula to Japan and the world. Through this part-
nership, we are able to showcase Saudi talents and
creativity behind this production while leveraging
Japan’s team of experts in the animation industry.”
Ishihara Junya, General Manager of Sumitomo Group
said, “Sumitomo Corporation Saudi Arabia is delight-
ed to venture and collaborate expertise in realizing
and achieving Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 and re-
recreate an iconic hallmark of Japanese culture
together with local minds. The distance between
Saudi Arabia and Japan shall be shortened with
Manga Productions.” 

Future’s Folktales is the very first Saudi anime

show that has been produced in partnership with
TOEI Animation, the leading and most prevalent
Japanese animation studio. The 13-episode series tells
the fascinating tales of heritage in the Arabian
Peninsula that has been passed down from generation
to generation. Narrated by Asmaa, the grandmother,
and a robotic car named Anis, Asmaa’s grandchildren
are told stories with morals and lessons inspired by
events from the past. The series celebrates Arab val-
ues and customs as well as teaching children about
their history and future technologies. Future’s
Folktales first aired this January across MBC Group
in the Middle East as well as the USA.

The ‘Queen & Slim’ star is expecting her first child, a
baby girl, with her husband Joshua Jackson, and
the 41-year-old actor has revealed they won’t have

to wait much longer until their tot’s arrival, as she’s
expected in early April. Speaking during an appearance
on ‘Live with Kelly and Ryan’ on Wednesday, Joshua
said: “We are in the very, very home stretch. Everybody
tells us that the first baby’s late so we’re probably 10ish
days away. “[Jodie is] physically fine and the baby is
physically fine so the important things are all good.
We’re just figuring out how to deal with interacting with
doctors and hospitals right now.”

The ‘Little Fires Everywhere’ actor appeared on the
show via video link as he is currently self-isolating at
home amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, and
explained he and Jodie, 33, are keeping themselves occu-
pied by playing board games. He added: “We’re just try-
ing to figure out on a moment to moment basis how to get
through this with our sanity. We’re in the board game
stage now. We did a lot, a lot, a lot of binge watching last
week, so now … we’ve moved our way through Monopoly.
Now it’s actually Jenga. Jenga’s the thing! Jenga’s great. It
really brings out some ugliness in people.”

Meanwhile, Jodie recently gushed over her romance
with ‘Dawson’s Creek’ alum Joshua, as she said she felt
“ready” for a baby after realizing she’d found “the right
person” for her to spend the rest of her life with.
Responding to a fan on Twitter who asked her how she
knew she was ready for a child, the pregnant actress
wrote: “i don’t think you’re ever ‘ready’... but there were
definitely certain boxes i wanted to tick before commit-
ting to it. the most important for me: being w/ sum1 i
knew would be a great life partner. life has many vari-
ables, but once i knew i’d met the right person, i felt
unafraid (sic)”.—BangShowbiz

Essam Bukhary and Ishihara Junya signing via video
conference.
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