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TOKYO/PARIS:  A businessman who received mil-
lions of dollars for his work on Tokyo’s successful
campaign to host the 2020 Olympics, which was
postponed last week due to the coronavirus, said he
played a key role in securing the support of a former
Olympics powerbroker suspected by French prose-
cutors of taking bribes to help Japan’s bid.

Haruyuki Takahashi, a former executive at the ad-
vertising agency Dentsu Inc, was paid $8.2 million by
the committee that spearheaded Tokyo’s bid for the
2020 Games, according to financial records reviewed
by Reuters. Takahashi told Reuters his work included
lobbying International Olympic Committee members
like Lamine Diack, the ex-Olympics powerbroker, and
that he gave Diack gifts,
including digital cameras
and a Seiko watch.

“They’re cheap,” he
said. The payments made
Takahashi the single
largest recipient of
money from the Tokyo
bid committee, which
was mostly funded by
Japanese companies.
After his involvement in
Tokyo’s successful cam-
paign, Takahashi was
named to the board of the Tokyo 2020 organizing
committee, a group tasked with running the summer
Games after it was awarded to Japan.

Takahashi acknowledged receiving the payments
but declined to give a full accounting of how he used
the money. He said he urged Diack to support the Tokyo
bid and denied any impropriety in those dealings. He
said it was normal to provide gifts as a way of currying
good relations with important officials like Diack. He
said there was nothing improper with the payments he
received or with the way he used the money.

“You don’t go empty-handed. That’s common
sense,” Takahashi told Reuters, referring to the gifts
he gave Diack. Banking records from the Tokyo 2020
bid committee, which were examined by Reuters,
show it paid around $46,500 to Seiko Watch. A sen-
ior official at the bid told Reuters “good” watches
were handed out at parties organized as part of
Tokyo’s campaign to win the Olympics, although he
did not specify the brand.

International Olympic Committee (IOC) regula-

tions allowed for the giving of gifts of nominal value
at the time of the 2020 bid, but didn’t stipulate a spe-
cific amount.

A day before the 2013 vote on the host city, Diack
informed a meeting of African Olympic representa-
tives that he planned to support Tokyo on merit, a
lawyer for the influential Senegalese sports figure told
Reuters. But he didn’t instruct anyone how to vote,
the lawyer said.

The Tokyo bid committee also paid $1.3 million to
a little-known non-profit institute run by former
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori, a powerful
figure in Japanese sports and the head of the Tokyo
Olympics organizing committee.

The payments to
Takahashi’s company and
Mori’s non-profit are
enumerated in banking
records from the Tokyo
2020 bid committee ex-
amined by Reuters. The
payments were first re-
ported by Japanese mag-
azine Facta. French
investigators have not
questioned anyone about
the payments to the
Japanese recipients.

The banking records were provided to French
prosecutors by Japan’s government as part of
France’s investigation into whether Tokyo’s bid com-
mittee paid $2.3 million through a Singaporean con-
sultant to win Diack’s support for Japan to host the
2020 Games.

Diack, 86, has consistently denied any wrongdo-
ing. His lawyer said Diack “denies all allegations of
bribery.” The French are also investigating Diack’s
son, Papa Massata Diack, on suspicion that he re-
ceived the bulk of the money paid to the Singaporean
consultant, and passed money on to his father to se-
cure votes for Tokyo. Diack’s son has also denied any
wrongdoing and said via email that he would “deliver
my version in courts!!!”

Mori did not respond to questions from Reuters.
A representative of Mori’s non-profit said the entity
was paid by the bid committee to “mainly analyze in-
ternational information.”

Nobumoto Higuchi, the secretary general of the
bid committee, said Takahashi earned commissions

on the corporate sponsorships he collected for the
bid. “Takahashi has connections,” Higuchi said.
“We needed someone who understands the busi-
ness world.”

The International Olympic Committee said it
would not have been made aware of payments be-
tween private parties or gifts given to IOC members.

FRENCH INVESTIGATION
Olympic preparations have cost Japanese taxpay-

ers some $13 billion, and the delay of the Games has
rattled corporate sponsors, who had paid a record $3
billion to be affiliated with the Olympics as of June
last year.

Mori and Takahashi were central to Tokyo’s bid to
win the Olympics, a campaign that began in 2011 and
became a national priority under Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. Mori has publicly recounted how he lob-
bied a key International Olympic Committee official
ahead of the vote.

Since 2015, French prosecutors have been inves-

tigating Diack, formerly the head of the international
body governing track and field. Diack has also been
accused of taking a separate $2 million bribe to corral
votes for Rio de Janeiro in that city’s successful bid
to hold the Olympics in 2016. He has been under
house arrest in France since charges of corruption
linked to sports doping - when he headed the Inter-
national Association of Athletics Federations - were
brought against him in 2015.

Diack’s lawyer said his client “did not receive any
money from anyone relating to the Olympic Games in
Tokyo or Rio de Janeiro.” Tsunekazu Takeda, who
headed Tokyo’s bid committee, is also under investi-
gation by the French on suspicion of authorizing the
payments from the bid committee to the Singaporean
consultant that investigators suspect acted as an in-
termediary to get money to Diack. Takeda resigned
from both the Japanese Olympic Committee and the
International Olympic Committee last year and has
denied wrongdoing, saying he believed the payments
were for legitimate lobbying efforts. — Reuters
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for Tokyo 2020 Olympics bid 

Takahashi acknowledged receiving payments but declined to give full accounting

TOKYO: Haruyuki Takahashi, executive board member for the Tokyo Organising Committee of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games (Tokyo 2020), wears a face mask during a Tokyo 2020 executive board
meeting on the COVID-19 coronavirus outbreak in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP
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LEBANONAT: Matthias Appenzeller dives from the 27-meter platform in Lebanonat the Red Bull Cliff Diving World Series. 
— Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Formula One 
simulator keeps 
Ocon in shape
PARIS: Hunkered down with his parents in Nor-
mandy, Renault driver Esteban Ocon is racking up the
hours on a Formula One virtual simulator to be ready
when the season finally gets underway.

The 23-year-old is preparing for his first campaign
with Renault after spending last year as a Mercedes
reserve driver following a successful two-season stint
racing for Force India.

“My days are full and I behave as if I was going to
race next week,” the Frenchman told AFP. “I do a lot
of racing on the simulator, and a great deal of sport.

“Nobody knows when the season will start, and as
we have all the time we need now it’s easy to keep in
top shape.” The 2020 Formula One season has been
thrown into disarray by the coronavirus pandemic,
which has claimed over 33,000 lives worldwide ac-
cording to an AFP tally.

So far, Grand Prix races scheduled for Bahrain,
Vietnam, China, the Netherlands, Spain and Azerbai-
jan have been postponed while the iconic Riviera
showpiece in Monaco and the season-opening Aus-
tralian race were cancelled. “It will restart when it
restarts, once things are safe,” Ocon said. “The winter
break should have been over a long time ago, and
with everything that’s going on, we’re glued to the
news every evening, we see the figures rising and the
tough times the world is going through. 

“We just hope this will soon be over.” France has
been under lockdown since March 17, with Ocon
spending his time on a simulator also being used by
fellow F1 drivers Lando Norris and Max Verstappen.

“It keeps you up to speed facing off with good
drivers. It keeps your reflexes primed,” he said. “I’m
hoping it will give me an edge, that when we get back
I’ll be more ready. A real car, and real sport is always
better than a simulator, but they are getting closer to
the real thing these days. — AFP

You don’t go 
empty-handed

Masters hosts 
donate $2m to
coronavirus tests
WASHINGTON: Augusta National Golf Club, which
in most years would be preparing to host the Masters,
announced on Monday it will give $2 million to help
fight the coronavirus pandemic in its region.

This year’s Masters, which was to have lured
golfers and fans from around the world to the famed
Georgia layout next week, was postponed indefinitely
due to the global outbreak of the deadly virus.

The donation to the Community Foundation for the
Central Savannah River Area features $1 million to
Augusta University for immediate expansion of coro-
navirus testing and $1 million to the emergency re-

sponse fund to relief efforts to the area’s most vul-
nerable people.

“It is our hope these gifts will help address the
many challenges brought about by the coronavirus
throughout the city of Augusta and the greater re-
gion,” Augusta National chairman Fred Ridley said.

“We believe Augusta National has an important
responsibility to support and protect the community
who has so generously and consistently supported us
for many years.” The only prior years the Masters has
not been contested in April at Augusta National since
its 1934 debut were 1943-1945 due to World War II.
Ridley praised the medical workers who have been
treating an ever-growing number of patients.

“We are grateful to the Community Foundation for
their continued partnership during this unprece-
dented time and especially appreciative to the dedi-
cated healthcare providers, first responders and many
others working tirelessly to fight the effects of this
pandemic,” Ridley said.

“They are truly leading this important charge and
we hope these contributions will inspire others to
support their efforts.” Irish Open becomes latest Eu-
ropean Tour event postponed

Meanwhile, the Irish Open has become the latest
European Tour competition to be postponed due to
the coronavirus pandemic. The event was scheduled
to take place at Mount Juliet from May 28-31, with
former US Open champion Graeme McDowell acting
as tournament host. “Everyone’s health is our only
concern,” McDowell said. “My thoughts are with
everyone affected by the crisis and I hope everyone
keeps safe and well during these difficult times.”

Including majors and World Golf Championship
events, a total of 12 European Tour tournaments have
now been postponed or cancelled, while the Tokyo
Olympics have been postponed by a year.

The Trophee Hassan II, which is scheduled to be
held in Rabat, Morocco from June 4-7, is now the
next possible event on the calendar.

“The decision to postpone the Dubai Duty Free
Irish Open follows consultation with all stakeholders
and was made with public health and well-being as
our absolute priority,” said European Tour chief ex-
ecutive Keith Pelley. 

“We will continue to evaluate all aspects of our
2020 European Tour schedule, and discussions on the
rescheduling of postponed events will remain ongo-
ing until we have clarity on the global situation.”

The US Open is due to take place at Winged Foot
from June 18-21, but the course is just five miles away
from the coronavirus containment zone set up in New
Rochelle, New York and non-essential businesses
have been closed, putting a stop to preparations.

The R&A is still proceeding as planned to stage
The Open at Royal St George’s from July 16-19 and
the Women’s British Open at Royal Troon from Au-
gust 20-23, but is undertaking a “comprehensive
evaluation” of its plans and considering contingency
options. —AFP


