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BALTIMORE: Starter Pablo Lopez tossed five
scoreless innings, Francisco Cervelli and Jesus
Aguilar homered, and the Miami Marlins returned
from an eight-day hiatus with a 4-0 shutout of the
host Baltimore Orioles on Tuesday night. The game
was Miami’s first since July 26 after 18 players test-
ed positive for COVID-19 following a three-game
series in Philadelphia to open the season. Lopez (1-
0) allowed just two hits, didn’t issue a walk and
matched his career high with seven strikeouts in his
season debut. Relievers James Hoyt, Richard Bleier,
Brad Boxberger and Brandon Kintzler tossed an
inning each for the Marlins, who fanned a season-
high 11. Baltimore’s John Means (0-1) pitched 4 2/3
innings and allowed one run on two hits. He struck
out four without a walk.

INDIANS 4, REDS 2
Franmil Reyes hit a tiebreaking, two-run homer in

the eighth inning, and Shane Bieber pitched into the
eighth inning as visiting Cleveland beat Cincinnati.
Reyes’ first home run of the season went deep into
center field and helped the Indians snap a four-
game losing streak. The Reds’ three-game winning
streak ended. Bieber (3-0) yielded solo homers to
Nick Castellanos and Eugenio Suarez among five
hits while striking out eight and 7 2/3 innings.
Bieber, who pitched 14 scoreless innings and struck
out 27 while winning his first two starts of the year,
walked two on Tuesday. 

ROCKIES 5, GIANTS 2
German Marquez pitched into the eighth inning,

Nolan Arenado homered for the second straight
game, and Colorado won in Denver. Charlie
Blackmon had two hits, drove in two and scored a
run, and Yency Almonte got the last five outs for his
first major league save. The Rockies have won eight
of their past nine after dropping the opening game
of the season. Marquez (2-1) allowed two runs on
six hits and struck out nine in 7 1/3 innings against
the Giants, who have dropped three in a row.
Colorado native Kevin Gausman (0-1) gave up four
runs on five hits and struck out seven in 5 1/3
innings. He walked one.

TWINS 7, PIRATES 3
Nelson Cruz went 3-for-4 with a run and an RBI,

and Jose Berrios picked up his first victory of the
season as Minnesota topped Pittsburgh in
Minneapolis for its fifth straight win. Eddie Rosario

had two hits and two RBIs, and Max Kepler walked
a career-high four times and scored twice for the
Twins, who finished their eight-game homestand
with a 7-1 mark. Berrios (1-1) allowed one run on
four hits and three walks over six innings while
striking out six. Trevor May got the final two outs
for his first save. Joe Musgrove (0-3) allowed five
runs on six hits and five walks in 3 1/3 innings. Erik
Gonzalez went 3-for-4 with a double and a run, and
Phillip Evans had three hits and an RBI for the
Pirates, who lost their sixth consecutive game.

RAYS 5, RED SOX 1
Hunter Renfroe hit a go-ahead two-run double in

the fourth inning, Joey Wendle added three hits and
Tampa Bay ended a five-game losing streak with a
win over Boston in St. Petersburg, Fla. Austin
Meadows went 2-for-4 with an RBI in his season
debut as the Rays won the opener of a two-game
set. Charlie Morton (1-1) gave up a run on five hits
and striking out five over 5 2/3 innings. Mitch
Moreland homered for the Red Sox, who lost their
fourth straight. J.D. Martinez had two hits. Nathan
Eovaldi (1-1) allowed four runs on six hits and a
walk in five innings, striking out six.

BRAVES 10, BLUE JAYS 1
Atlanta belted three home runs, and Max Fried

was locked in on the mound in a win over visiting
Toronto. Matt Adams, Tyler Flowers and Austin
Riley each went deep as the Braves won for the
sixth time in the past seven games. Fried (2-0)
worked six innings and allowed one run on four hits
and two walks while striking out three. The Blue
Jays played for the first time since Thursday. The
club was stranded in Washington after the league
postponed its series in Philadelphia because of
COVID-19 concerns. Matt Shoemaker (0-1) took
the loss after giving up six runs, six hits, three walks
with two strikeouts over 4 2/3 innings. He allowed
all three home runs.

DODGERS 5, PADRES 2
AJ Pollock broke a tie with a two-out double in

the seventh inning as a pinch hitter and added a
solo homer in the ninth to lead Los Angeles to a win

at San Diego. The Dodgers, who rallied from a 2-0
deficit, were no-hit into the sixth inning by Dinelson
Lamet. The right-hander wound up charged with
two runs (one earned) on two hits in 5 2/3 innings.
Timely two-out hitting by Corey Seager and
Pollock, combined with a pair of costly errors by the
Padres, gave Dodgers starter Dustin May the victo-
ry. May (1-0) struck out eight while throwing six
innings of two-run ball. Kenley Jansen picked up his
third save by throwing a scoreless ninth.

Howie Kendrick homered and collected four hits
as Washington built an early lead and held to beat
visiting New York. Kendrick finished 4-for-4 — his
24th career four-hit game — and hit his homer in
the first inning as the Nationals raced out to a 5-0
lead against Mets starter Steven Matz (0-2).
Washington lefty Patrick Corbin (1-0) allowed three
runs and eight hits in 5 2/3 innings. — Reuters

Lopez toss five scoreless innings as 
Marlins end hiatus with shutout win

Pirates turn to Williams hoping to cool scorching Twins

German clubs agree 
plans to allow fans 
to return next month
BERLIN: Football clubs in Germany’s top two
divisions on Tuesday agreed to plans drawn up
by the league which could allow the partial
return of fans to stadiums from mid-September,
despite the coronavirus pandemic.

Under the plans proposed by the German
Football League (DFL) for the new season,
which starts on September 18, the clubs agreed
on four key points. Fans would only be allowed
to sit, tickets would be personalised so specta-
tors could be traced, alcohol at matches would
be banned until October and there will be no
away fans until the end of the year.

The plan is however subject to approval by
German authorities, with health ministers of the
country’s 16 states to meet on Monday over the
issue. Germany has recorded 211,281 cases and
9,156 deaths due to the coronavirus, and in April
began easing curbs imposed to halt transmission. 

But fears are growing over a second wave as
daily number of new infections was steadily
climbing again, in recent weeks hitting levels not
seen since May. “The priority in Germany at the
moment is not full stadiums, but people’s health,”
said Christian Seifert, chief executive of the
Bundesliga after a virtual meeting of the clubs.

“When and how many spectators are
allowed to return to the stadiums is not a deci-
sion for the DFL to make.” The league’s plans
for fans to return has been the subject of
debate among politicians and virologists in
Germany. Several fan groups have also criti-
cised the plans, fearing long-term restrictions of
their rights. However, the league insists any
changes would only be temporary while the
pandemic continues to be a factor.

Seifert says the rate of infection must be tak-
en into account and “should by no means be
underestimated”. “Professional football can only
return to normality in stages,” he added. “We
will have to regain normality in small steps. We
cannot go from zero to 100.”

After a two-month hiatus due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the final nine rounds of last season’s
Bundesliga matches were completed behind
closed doors in late June. Amid tight hygiene
measures, Germany was the first country to
restart its league season which paved the way for
other top European leagues to follow suit.

However, Bundesliga clubs lose millions of
euros in match day revenue for each game
played in front of empty stands and are eager
to welcome fans back. For example, Borussia
Dortmund, who finished second to champions
Bayern Munich last season, are planning to have
up to 15,000 fans for home games next season.

On a typical match day in Dortmund, over
81,000 spectators would fill Signal Iduna Park.
However, Seifert said even a figure of 10,000 at
matches would be hard to justify with large
events banned in Germany until October 31.
“Nobody at the DFL will require a specific
number of fans,” he said. — AFP
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Champions League 
last-16 ties: How 
they stand
PARIS: The UEFA Champions League returns on
Friday with the remaining places at the final tourna-
ment in Lisbon up for grabs as Europe’s top clubs
look to go all the way and lift the trophy on August
23 after a suspension of five months because of the
coronavirus. AFP Sport looks at the four outstand-
ing last 16, second legs — all being played behind
closed doors — for a reminder of where they stand:

JUVENTUS V LYON
(Friday 1900GMT; Lyon won first leg 1-0)
It is nearly six months since officials in Lyon

questioned the decision to allow the first leg to go
ahead as coronavirus cases took off in northern
Italy. Yet the game was played in front of almost
60,000 spectators, including nearly three thousand
Juventus supporters. Lucas Tousart’s goal gave
Lyon a surprise 1-0 win on the night, but much has
changed since then — for a start Tousart is no
longer at Lyon having signed for Hertha Berlin.
Lyon were a lowly seventh when the French season
was brought to an early end. Their defeat on penal-
ties to Paris Saint-Germain in last Friday’s League
Cup final — their first competitive game since
March — means they must win the Champions
League to qualify for Europe next season.

That seems unlikely, but putting out Juventus
might not be. The Old Lady have just won their

ninth successive Serie A title, yet there are doubts
about Maurizio Sarri’s side. Juve won just twice and
lost four of their final eight league games, and in
Europe they may be reliant on Cristiano Ronaldo’s
appetite for more Champions League success.

MANCHESTER CITY V REAL MADRID
(Friday 1900GMT; City won first leg 2-1)
Pep Guardiola’s City have already claimed one

major European victory this summer after the club’s
successful appeal to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport which saw their two-year Champions League
ban overturned.

That may mean they are extra motivated to go on
and win the trophy for the first time, even if
Guardiola insists “this issue is over”. They are in
prime position to reach the quarter-finals after a 2-1
victory in Spain in the first leg, when Kevin De
Bruyne’s penalty won the game.

Nevertheless they are without the injured Sergio
Aguero, and there is pressure on them. Their cam-
paign was underwhelming domestically and the high
point of City’s experience in the Champions League
so far remains a defeat to Real in the semi-finals in
2016. Madrid, in contrast, have been there and done
it so many times before, winning the competition
four times in the last six years alone. Zinedine
Zidane’s team are fresh from claiming the Spanish
title after an exceptional run of post-shutdown
form. However, they must do without Sergio Ramos,
who is suspended after being sent off in the first leg.

BAYERN MUNICH V CHELSEA
(Saturday 1900GMT; Bayern won first leg 3-0)
This is surely a formality, with Bayern producing

a stunning display to beat Chelsea 3-0 away in

February thanks to Serge Gnabry’s brace and a
Robert Lewandowski goal. The Bavarians picked up
where they left off in style when the Bundesliga
resumed in mid-May, romping to a league and cup
double by winning 11 games in a row post-lock-
down. Overall Hansi Flick’s side have won 17 on the
bounce and are unbeaten in 26 matches since early
December. Lewandowski has 51 goals this season.

Their focus should therefore be on a quarter-
final against Barcelona or Napoli, while the pressure
is off Chelsea after they achieved their aim of finish-
ing in the top four in the Premier League.

Frank Lampard’s team lost to Arsenal in the FA
Cup final last weekend and lost Cesar Azpilicueta
and Christian Pulisic to injury in the same game. It
looks an impossible task for them.

BARCELONA V NAPOLI
(Saturday 1900GMT; First leg 1-1)
After missing out to Real Madrid in La Liga,

Barcelona cannot contemplate being knocked out of
the Champions League already, but they are far
from safe against Napoli. They drew 1-1 in the first
leg in Italy with Antoine Griezmann cancelling out
Dries Mertens’ opener, so Barca have the upper
hand. However, all is not well at the Camp Nou, with
coach Quique Setien under intense scrutiny.

Barca are looking for a sixth European Cup, five
years on from their last success. Lionel Messi has
turned 33 since the first leg and time is running out
for the Argentine to lift the trophy again. Napoli are a
club on the up under Gennaro Gattuso, witness their
triumph on penalties over Juventus in the Italian Cup
final in June and their recent statement signing of
Lille’s Nigerian striker Victor Osimhen for a fee that
could reach 80 million euros ($94.2m). — AFP

Fulham return to 
Premier League 
promised land 
LONDON: Fulham made an instant return to the
Premier League on Tuesday, beating Brentford 2-1
at Wembley in what is regarded as the most lucra-
tive game in world football. Defender Joe Bryan was
the unlikely hero for Scott Parker’s side in the
Championship play-off final, scoring two goals in
extra time after the London clubs were locked at 0-
0 at the end of a cagey 90 minutes.

Henrik Dalsgaard scored a late consolation for
Brentford but it was too little too late for Thomas
Frank’s team, who have not played in the English
top-flight for 73 years. The Craven Cottage club will
earn around £135 million ($176 million) for bounc-
ing back from relegation last season and this result
also gives rookie boss Parker a first success of his
fledgling managerial career.

“We’ve done what we’ve done tonight, but
there’s still improvement, and that’s what makes me
so proud and happy,” Parker told Sky Sports. “For
all of the good players and everything you see, what
makes me so happy I see a group of players who
only a year ago were struggling psychologically,
didn’t have a mindset or mentality.

“I’ve driven this team every single day and what
makes me proud is I stood on the touchline tonight
and have seen a team that represents what I’ve
been saying over the last 12 months.”

BRYAN DOUBLE 
Left-back Bryan broke the deadlock for Fulham

in the 105th minute when he made the most of a
costly misjudgement by Brentford goalkeeper David
Raya. While Raya and everyone else expected a
cross from a free-kick 35 yards out, Bryan beat the
goalkeeper at his near post to break the deadlock.

The goal sparked wild celebrations, which only

grew in the 117th minute when Bryan got forward
again and exchanged passes with substitute
Aleksandar Mitrovic before finding the net again.
Promotion was confirmed for Fulham but only after
Henrik Dalsgaard had pulled one back for
Brentford with seconds to go, heading home after
Christian Norgaard had knocked a free-kick
across the face of goal. — AFP

LONDON: Fulham supporters gather outside their team’s Craven Cottage football stadium to celebrate the
club’s promotion to the English Premier League, in west London, following their Championship play-off
victory over Brentford. — AFP

BALTIMORE:  Jon Berti #5 of the Miami Marlins steals second base as shortstop Andrew Velazquez #13
of the Baltimore Orioles applies the late tag in the first inning at Oriole Park at Camden Yards in
Baltimore, Maryland. — AFP


