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ORLANDO: Luka Doncic capped a 34-point, 20-re-
bound, 12-assist triple-double with an inside basket
to break a tie with 1:57 remaining in overtime Tuesday
afternoon as the Dallas Mavericks outlasted the
Sacramento Kings for a 114-110 victory at HP Field
House inside the NBA bubble near Orlando. Tim Hard-
away Jr. had six of his 22 points in the extra session,
helping the Mavericks win for the first time in three
tries since the NBA restart. De’Aaron Fox went for a
team-high 28 points for the Kings, who fell to the brink
of elimination in the Western Conference playoff race
with a third straight defeat since the restart.

Doncic’s triple-double was his league-leading
16th of the season, while his 20 rebounds were a ca-
reer high, eclipsing his previous best of 18 set against
New Orleans in December. Kristaps Porzingis
matched Hardaway with 22 points, while Dorian
Finney-Smith collected a career-high 16 rebounds to
complement 16 points. 

A Buddy Hield 3-pointer gave Sacramento a 102-
99 lead with 3:30 left in overtime before Hardaway
was fouled on a 3-point attempt and converted three
straight free throws for the game’s final tie at 102-all.
Doncic then connected on his go-ahead hoop, and
Maxi Kleber then hit a 3-pointer with 1:22 to go, pro-
pelling the Mavericks to the win.

BROOKLYN NETS 119 - 
MILWAUKEE BUCKS 116

Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot scored a career-high

26 points and hit two clutch 3-pointers down the
stretch to help Brooklyn pull out the win over Milwau-
kee. Luwawu-Cabarrot hit 8 of 12 from the field and
made five 3-pointers. Garrett Temple added 19 for the
Nets, who played without Jarrett Allen (rest), Joe Har-
ris (lower back/right hamstring) and Caris LeVert (left
thigh contusion). Brooklyn also lost Jamal Crawford
early in the second due to a left hamstring injury after
he played six minutes.

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 16 points and
rested for the second half in a predetermined move by
Milwaukee coach Mike Budenholzer, who also rested
Khris Middleton in the second half. Kyle Korver added
13 as Milwaukee lost for the sixth time in eight games
dating to March 1.

PHOENIX SUNS 117 - 
LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 115

Devin Booker’s buzzer-beating, turnaround jumper
as time expired capped a 35-point effort, and
Phoenix won its third straight to open the bubble
restart, knocking off Los Angeles. Cameron Payne fin-
ished with 12 points off the bench and was one of five
Suns to score in double figures. Deandre Ayton
scored 19 points to go with seven rebounds and four
assists, and Ricky Rubio added 18 points and four as-
sists. The Clippers shot a dismal 8 of 29 from long
range. Kawhi Leonard went 2 of 4 from outside en
route to a team-high 27 points, and JaMychal Green
shot 2 of 4 beyond the arc for 10 points. No other

Clipper made more than one 3-pointer. Paul George,
whose 23 points were second on the team, finished 1
of 7 from behind the 3-point arc and 6 of 17 from the
floor in total.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 110 -
HOUSTON ROCKETS 102

Damian Lillard registered 21 points, nine rebounds
and eight assists to help Portland post a victory over

Houston. CJ McCollum contributed 20 points and
seven rebounds, and Jusuf Nurkic added 18 points, 19
rebounds and three blocked shots for the Trail Blazers,
who moved within 1 1/2 games of the eighth-place
Memphis Grizzlies in the Western Conference race.
James Harden recorded 23 points and nine assists for
the Rockets, who are tied with the Utah Jazz for the
fourth-best record in the West. Russell Westbrook tal-
lied 15 points as his streak of consecutive 20-point
performances ended at 36.

INDIANA PACERS 120 - ORLANDO MAGIC 109
T.J. Warren made his first eight field-goal attempts

on his way to 32 points, and Indiana led Orlando wire
to wire. Warren continued his red-hot scoring touch
since the season restarted from the COVID-19 hiatus.
He has 119 points over three games, which ties a fran-
chise record, and Indiana remains perfect since the
restart. Myles Turner added 21 points, and Victor
Oladipo chipped in 13 points in his return to the lineup
after a scheduled rest on Monday. Nikola Vucevic led
the Magic with 24 points and grabbed 10 rebounds.
Aaron Gordon added 20 points, and Terrance Ross
delivered his second 20-plus-point effort in as many
games off the bench with 20 — all of which came in
the second half.

MIAMI HEAT 112 - BOSTON CELTICS 106
Bam Adebayo produced a double-double with 21

points and a game-high 12 rebounds to lead Miami to
a win over Boston. The Heat played without leading
scorer Jimmy Butler, who sat out due to a sore right
ankle, but Miami improved to 6-6 without him. Miami
also got 21 points from Duncan Robinson and 20 from
reserve point guard Goran Dragic. However, Dragic left
the game with five seconds left due to a left ankle in-
jury. Ex-Celtics center Kelly Olynyk added 15 points,
a game-high eight assists and six rebounds while start-
ing in place of Butler. The Celtics got 23 points and
seven rebounds from Jayson Tatum plus 18 points and
team-high 10 rebounds from Jaylen Brown. — AFP

MADRID: Spain’s World Cup-winning goalkeeper
Iker Casillas announced his retirement on Tuesday,
after being sidelined for more than a year with a heart
problem. Casillas, 39, also won the European Cham-
pionship twice with his country in a trophy-laden ca-
reer which included more than 700 games for Real
Madrid.

“Today is both one of the most important and most
difficult days of my sporting life, the time to say
goodbye has arrived,” he said on Twitter. Casillas
joined Portuguese side Porto in 2015 after a tearful
departure from Madrid. He suffered a heart attack in
May last year.

He played 167 times for Spain, winning the 2010
World Cup and the Euros in 2008 and 2012 in a
golden age for Spanish football. He lifted five La Liga

titles and the Champions League on three occasions
during his time at the Santiago Bernabeu. “The best
goalkeeper in the history of Real Madrid and Spanish
football joined us at the age of 9. He was formed here
and defended our shirt for 25 years, becoming one of
our most emblematic captains of all time,” the club
said in a statement.

“Today one of the most important footballers in
our 118 years of history calls it a day as a professional
player, a player we love and admire, a goalkeeper who
has made the Real Madrid legacy bigger with his
work and exemplary behaviour both on and off the
pitch,” they added.

Former club and country team-mate Sergio Ramos
was among many players to praise the veteran, nick-
named ‘The Saint’, on social media. “Football thanks
you, man. Forever a legend @IkerCasillas,” Ramos
tweeted.

Ex-Spain and Barcelona midfielder Andres Iniesta
followed suit. “All the best for you and your family in
this new stage that will be presented in your life”, he
tweeted. Madrid’s current goalkeeper Thibaut Cour-
tois also showed his appreciation for Casillas.

“Idol, companion, rival, reference... you are exem-

plary in many facets, but the main one in being a great
person!! Congratulations on the road @IkerCasillas
and thank you for everything!!” he posted on Twitter.

‘HERO’ 
Vicente del Bosque, who coached Casillas at

Madrid and with Spain also hailed his efforts. “Casil-
las has been a hero of the national team and Spanish
football,” he said. Madrid president Florentino Perez
said Casillas had left a lasting impression at the club.

“Iker Casillas says goodbye as a professional
player, having contributed to further enhance the
myth and legend of Real Madrid,” Perez told the
club’s website.  “His legacy will always be here. Iker
knows that this is and will always be his home”,

Former Italy captain Gianluigi Buffon, who played
against Casillas on numerous occasions and is also
seen as one of his country’s finest ever goalkeepers,
echoed Ramos and Del Bosque’s praise. “They say
competition makes us better than others but not per-
fect faced with ourselves. Maybe this futile pursuit of
perfection is what made us who we are. #Grac1as
Iker, without you, everything would have been less
meaningful,” Buffon tweeted. — AFP
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Doncic, Mavs nip Kings in OT
LAKE BUENA VISTA:  Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks shoots against the Sacramento Kings in the second half of a NBA basketball game at HP Field House at ESPN Wide World Of Sports Complex in Lake Buena Vista, Florida. — AFP

Blazers turn back Rockets, tighten postseason race
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JOHANNESBURG: File photo taken on July 11, 2010 Spain’s
goalkeeper Iker Casillas celebrates with the trophy fol-
lowing the 2010 World Cup football final between the
Netherlands and Spain on July 11, 2010 at Soccer City sta-
dium in Soweto, suburban Johannesburg. —AFP


