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Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far
KUWAIT: Kuwait has recorded 71,713 cases 
infected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) as 
of yesterday, in addition to 478 deaths. With the 
exception of 115 cases in intensive care, all infect-
ed cases are in stable condition and are recovering 
in quarantined locations designated by the gov-
ernment for this purpose, while tens of thousands 
have been discharged from quarantine after 
exhibiting no symptoms during their 14-day quar-
antine period, the Ministry of Health confirmed. 
Meanwhile, 63,519 people have recovered com-
pletely after previously being infected with the 
virus, while there are 7,716 people receiving treat-
ment. 

 
Curfew 

Kuwait moved to the third phase of a five-phase 
plan for a gradual return to normal life on June 28, 
2020. The curfew is set from 9:00 pm to 3:00 am, 
government and private offices are able to operate 
with up to 50 percent capacity, mosques are 
allowed to host Friday prayers with strict social 
distancing and health precautions observed, malls 
can operate from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm, taxis are 
allowed to resume operations but they are allowed 
to carry only one passenger, while resorts, hotels 
and furnished apartment businesses are allowed to 
reopen. The first phase included a total lockdown 
on Farwaniya, Khaitan, and Hawally, joining 
Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh which were put 
under lockdown earlier. The lockdown ended in 
Hawally and Khaitan on June 21, 2020, in 
Mahboula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh on July 9,2020, 
and in Farwaniya on July 26, 2020.  

 
Commercial flights 

Commercial flights resumed on August 1, while 
the airport will operate at 30 percent capacity 
during the six-month first phase of a three-stage 
airport reopening plan. However, flights to and 
from the following countries are suspended until 
further notice: Armenia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Kosovo, Lebanon, 
Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, Nepal, Northern 
Macedonia, Panama, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, 
Serbia, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka and Syria. 

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation pre-
sented a set of rules for the safe resumption of air 
travel. The new rules mandate all travelers to wear 
protective facemasks and keep a hand sanitizer in 
their possession, besides strictly abiding by social 

distancing guidelines and keeping hand luggage to 
a minimum. Departing passengers are required to 
register to the ‘Kuwait Mosafer’ app, and provide 
negative COVID-19 test results before boarding 
their flights to destinations where such tests are 
required. Citizens are also required to obtain travel 
insurance that covers COVID-19 treatment. 
Manual checks of tickets have now been scaled 
back as a result of the pandemic in favor of the 
more popular digital e-tickets, whose scanning 
requires no physical contact. Passengers must be 
present at the airport no less than four hours 
before departure to ensure a smooth and conven-
ient journey. 

Meanwhile, arriving passengers must register to 
the ‘Shlonik’ app before boarding, and obtain an 
accredited PCR certificate showing negative 
COVID-19 test results valid for 96 hours from the 
test’s date. Passengers will have their temperatures 
checked before boarding the plane and upon 
arrival, while a random PCR test will be conducted 
for 10 percent of passengers on each flight. All 
arriving passengers must home quarantine for 14 
days upon arrival. Kuwait had earlier sent special 
flights to repatriate Kuwaitis back home from 
countries affected with the virus’ spread. 
Meanwhile, the Cabinet announced on April 9 the 
operation of all airline flights for expats who are 
wishing to return back to their countries. Kuwait 
suspended issuing entry permits and visas unless 
those issued through diplomatic missions.  

 
School year ended 

The Ministry of Education announced on July 
17 ending the 2019-2020 school year, with the 
remaining part of the curriculum of the year’s sec-
ond half will be integrated into the first chapter of 
the next academic year 2020-2021 virtually effec-
tive as of October 4, after modifying the curricu-
lum. Pre-school pupils, students of elementary and 
intermediate levels will be promoted to the higher 
classes. As to the high school level, students who 
desire to improve their grades can re-enroll in the 
scholastic year. As to grade 12, the remaining peri-
od of the second semester of the 2019-2020 
school year was set at six weeks, while curricula 
were amended in tandem with the complementary 
study period, due between August 9 and 
September 17, and that will be via electronic 
means. Students’ assessment will be on weekly 
basis through interaction and virtual presence at 
the set educational website. The ministry is still 
expected to release regulations regarding the start 

of the 2020/2021 school year at foreign private 
schools. Earlier, the Ministry of Education had sus-
pended classes at all public and private schools 
(for both students and teaching staffs); first from 
March 1 to March 12, and later extended it until 
March 29, before eventually suspending schools 
until August for grade 12 and October for other 
stages. 

 
Hotlines 

The Ministry of Health has set the following 
hotlines to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 
24/7: 24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619. 

The Education Ministry set the following hot-
lines to receive inquiries on school closures related 
to the anti-coronavirus measures: 
 
• 24970967 (24/7 hotline) 
• 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone) 
• 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone) 
• 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone) 
• 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone) 
• 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone) 
• 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational 
Zone) 
• 51578171 (Religious Studies Department) 
• 51588599 (Private Education Department) 
• 51592515 (Services Department) 
• 51594544 (Public Relations Department) 

 
Medicine delivery 

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched a 
new medicine delivery service for people in 
Kuwait, which they can use to order medications 
to be delivered during curfew hours. The medica-
tions will be delivered within 72 hours after the 
order is submitted. To place an order, patients 
should send a WhatsApp to the numbers for the 
hospitals and medical centers as listed below. The 
patient should include their name, Civil ID number, 
hospital or clinic file number, mobile phone num-
ber and the medicine needed to the following num-
bers: 

Amiri Hospital: 50880699 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755 
Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852 
Adan Hospital: 50880908 
Jahra Hospital: 50881066 
Sabah Hospital: 97632660 
Jaber Hospital: 96992079 
Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948 
Chest Hospital: 99258749 
Razi Hospital: 97633487 

Kuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242 
Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113 
Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037 
Maternity Hospital: 98559531 
As’ad Al-Hamad Dermatology Center: 

98514508 
Zain Hospital: 97552031 
NBK Hospital: 96931761 
Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470 
Infectious Diseases Hospital: 96989164 
Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469 
KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363 
Meanwhile, all licensed pharmacies in Kuwait 

delivering medicine are allowed to continue their 
services 24 hours a day. The Ministry of Health is 
also asking doctors and nurses affiliated with the 
private medical sector to volunteer in order to 
contribute to the fight against the virus. 
Volunteering is available through the link: 
http://volunteering.q8-ehealth.com. The ministry 
had closed all private clinics and medical centers 
effective March 22, 2020 until further notice. 

 
Mental health assistance 

The Kuwait Center for Mental Health provides 
help through its suicide hotline: 24621770 (8 am - 
5 pm). Meanwhile, the Kuwait Psychological 
Association (KPA) is providing consultation 
through the phone for people suffering from the 
psychological impacts of coronavirus. Different 
doctors are working on the hotline in different tim-
ings as follows: 

Dr Rashed Al-Sahl: on Monday and Wednesday 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9797-6168. 

Dr Fahad Al-Tasha: daily from 8:00 pm - 12:00 am. 
Call 9904-8258. 

Dr Othman Al-Asfour: daily 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm. 
Call 9938-5350. 

Dr Mohammed Al-Khaldi (head of this team): daily 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Call 9903-6470. 

Dr Ahmad Al-Khaldi: daily 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 
9910-7965. 

Dr Muneera Al-Qattan: Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9953-3108. 

Dr Zainab Al-Saffar: Sunday and Thursday 7:00 
pm - 9:00 pm. Call 9954-9908. 

Dr Sameera Al-Kandari: Tuesday 9:00 pm - 12:00 
am. Call 6770-9434. 

Dr Kawthar Al-Yaqout: Monday and Wednesday 
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 5521-0088. 

For information and other concerns, call 9401-4283.  

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy 
Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
at Seif Palace yesterday National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem. His Highness the Deputy Amir 
also received His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, as well as Deputy 
Prime Minister, Interior Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Anas Khaled Al-Saleh. Furthermore, His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf received 
Foreign Minister and Acting Defense 
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Mohammad Al-Sabah. 

In other news, Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad 
Al-Sabah received yesterday 
Ambassador of Guyana to Kuwait Dr 
Shamir Ally on the occasion of ending 
his tenure. Sheikh Dr Ahmad commend-

ed contributions of Ally in promoting 
bilateral relations. The meeting was 
attended by Assistant Foreign Minister 
for the Minister’s office Saleh Al-
Loughani. 

Separately, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-
Sabah cabled US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo on Saturday, expressing 
condolences on the death of the former 
US national security adviser General 
Brent Scowcroft. In the cable, the for-
eign minister eulogized General 
Scowcroft who robustly stood on 
Kuwait’s side in the face of the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. The Kuwaiti 
people will not forget his support during 
the dark days of Kuwait and the Gulf, 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad wrote to Pompeo. 
Moreover, he has underlined the historic 
and deep-rooted ties bonding the State 
of Kuwait with the United State of 
America. — KUNA

Deputy Amir receives state 
officials at Seif Palace

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Foreign Minister and Acting 
Defense Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah.

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-
Sabah meets with Ambassador of Guyana to Kuwait Dr 
Shamir Ally.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime Minister, Interior 
Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Khaled Al-Saleh.
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“After the enormous Beirut catastrophe, I 

announce my resignation from government,” she 
said, apologizing to citizens for having failed them. 

The revelation that Lebanese state officials had 
long tolerated a ticking time-bomb in the heart of 
the capital has served as shocking proof to many 
Lebanese of the rot at the core of the state appara-
tus. The death toll from the explosion of a long-
neglected pile of ammonium nitrate stood at 158 
people, with 60 still reported missing, and a stag-

gering 6,000 wounded, many by flying glass as the 
shockwave tore through the city. 

The blast, whose mushroom cloud reminded 
many of an atomic bomb, left a 43-m deep crater at 
Beirut’s port, said a security official citing French 
experts working in the disaster area. The mood was 
one of grief and fury in Beirut, a day after many of 
the dead were laid to rest and when thousands 
demonstrated in the biggest anti-government rally 
the country has seen in months. 

The country’s worst peace-time disaster has 
reignited a protest movement against the reviled 
ruling elite that first flared last October but had then 
faded amid economic hardship and the coronavirus 
pandemic. As tensions have again escalated, the 
army Saturday used teargas and rubber bullets to 
clear hundreds of protesters from the central 
Martyr’s Square, once more the epicenter of 
Lebanon’s protest movement. — AFP 

Furious Lebanese  
vow new protests...
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He is intent on transferring the center of politi-

cal power to a new capital, about 45 km east of 
Cairo - a mega-project in the desert overseen by 
the military’s engineering arm. Sisi led the army’s 
overthrow of elected president Mohamed Morsi 
in 2013 fol lowing mass protests against the 
Islamist leader’s rule. He won his first term as 
president in 2014 and was re-elected four years 
later with more than 97 percent of the vote. 

It is not just residents of the City of the Dead 
who are upset by the demolition work undertaken 

there. Galila El-Kadi, a Marseille-based veteran 
architect and urban researcher, said the site is “an 
important component” of the capital’s urban his-
tory. A final resting place for illustrious figures 
including singer Farid Al-Atrash and writer Ihsan 
Abdel Kouddous as well as ordinary Egyptians, 
the Islamic necropolis founded in the seventh 
century stretches over 6.5 km. 

It is full of ornately designed domes with 
chiseled Quranic verses that have been the 
object of fascination for orientalist painters and 
historians. Kadi, who authored a book on the 
City of the Dead (Al-Qarafa in Arabic), said the 
demolition had reached a historic perimeter 
where luminaries are buried, including Sultan 
Abu Said Qansuh of the Mamluk dynasty in the 
15th century. She said the demolitions would 
result in a loss of Cairo’s “visual identity and its 
memory”. —  AFP  

Egypt highway  
uproots homes...


