
India women on the 
frontline strike for 
pay and protection 
NEW DELHI: Tens of thousands of female health
workers on the frontline of India’s battle against the
coronavirus have gone on strike to demand better
pay and protection. With India now registering the
world’s third highest pandemic caseload at more
than two million infections, the women in several
states have gone on a two-day strike and plan a
mass protest in Delhi on Sunday. About one million
of the Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs)
across India have been given the responsibility of
hunting for suspected coronavirus cases, especially
in villages and slums.

Officially they are referred to as volunteers
and the government gives them an allowance of
1,000 rupees ($13) a month. The health workers
went on strike Friday and Saturday, and are
demanding a 21,000 rupee monthly salary as well
as a pension and anti-virus protection equipment
and testing. The women, whose protests have
been building over the past month, say they have
faced attacks and harassment in some villages.
Shiksha Rana, an ASHA in Delhi, told AFP at least
200 have been infected with the coronavirus in

the Delhi region alone.
“Their families were also infected. We had to

crowdfund money for their treatment and food for
their families,” said Rana. The ASHAs were set up in
2005 and since then have played a key role helping
to eradicate polio in India as well as helping with

home births. Rahul Gandhi, a senior leader in the
opposition Congress party, said the government
had been “blind and deaf” to the work and demands
of the women. Leading public health specialist
Anant Bhan said the women play a “critical” role in
India’s under-funded health service. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Mock gallows nooses tied to brooms:
Lebanese protesters on Saturday clamored for
bloody revenge against a leadership they blame for
the massive blast that engulfed their capital.  “There
is hatred and there is blood between us and our
authorities,” said Najib Farah, a 35-year-old pro-
tester in central Beirut. “The people want revenge.”
On a street leading to parliament, young men
lobbed stones at security forces who replied with
tear gas, a familiar sight in Lebanon since last
October. Thousands of young men and women ear-
lier revived the main camp of a months-long protest
movement, some of them carrying portraits of blast
victims and a banner bearing the names of the dead.

They pinned the blame for Tuesday’s mega-
blast at Beirut port on leaders they say deserve
nothing less than the fate of the 158 people who
died as a result. “My government murdered my
people,” read one sign. “You were corrupt, now
you are criminals,” read another. The explosion
that disfigured the city and shocked the world is
widely perceived as a direct consequence of the
incompetence and corruption that have come to
define Lebanon’s ruling class.

After a morning of funerals, protesters marched
through the wreckage caused by the monster
explosion that killed over 150 people, wounded
6,000 and left an estimated 300,000 temporarily
homeless. The crowds that converged on Martyrs
Square breathed new life into a protest movement
that started in October but was snuffed out a few
months later by the coronavirus pandemic and a
crippling economic crisis. “There is now an oppor-
tunity for real change, it’s not like the other demon-

strations since October,” Farah told AFP.

‘Them or us’ 
Demonstrators walked over shards of glass from

gutted windows, chanting: “Revenge, revenge, until
this regime reaches an end.” Carrying a broom with
a noose attached to it, Jad, a 25 year-old advertising
professional, complained that the state was nowhere
to be seen in the huge and ongoing cleanup effort
across the city. “Everything is trashed, we have had
to repair the streets for three days, while there is no

government presence at all,” he said. “We are walk-
ing on the rubble of our city.” This compounded the
boiling anger many ordinary Lebanese have felt
towards authorities since the blast.

“We are still under shock, but we know one thing
for sure: we are going to wipe the floor with them,”
he told AFP. For a Lebanese public already crum-
bling under financial woes and beset by economic
disillusionment, Tuesday’s blast was the straw that
broke the camel’s back. Lebanon’s worse political
crisis in decades has plunged nearly half of the

country’s population into poverty, up from a third
before the crisis. A coronavirus outbreak further
shuttered an economy that must now contend with
more than $3 billion in damages from the blast. 

One protester raised a poster bearing portraits
of top politicians and the phrase “Execute them”.
“The people want to topple the regime,” protesters
confronting security forces yelled, eyes reddened
by the tear gas. Medea Azoury, a 46-year-old

demonstrator, said the fault lines have been drawn.
“We can’t take it anymore: we’re being held
hostage, we can’t leave the country, we can’t with-
draw money from the banks, and people are dying
of hunger,” she said. On top of all that, “there are
now 300,000 people who are homeless and Beirut
has been completely destroyed,” she added. “This is
the great return of the revolution and it’s either
them or us.” — AFP
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BEIRUT: A picture shows graffiti on the wall of a bridge overlooking the port of Beirut - the site of the explosion
which killed at least 154 people and devastated swathes of the capital. —AFP 

Monster explosion leaves 300,000 homeless

‘Execute them’: Lebanese protesters 
demand revenge after deadly blast 

NEW DELHI: Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) shout slogans during a protest to draw attention to their plight
of underpayment and lack of protection from the COVID-19 coronavirus infection yesterday. — AFP 

News in brief

Mauritius struggles 
to contain oil spill 
polluting its seas 
PORT LOUIS, Mauritius: Police in Mauritius yes-
terday prepared to board a grounded ship leaking
tonnes of oil into its crystal-clear waters, as clean-up
crews confronted a growing ecological disaster on
the archipelago’s pristine shores. The bulk carrier MV
Wakashio has been seeping fuel into a protected
marine park boasting unspoiled coral reefs, mangrove
forests and endangered species, prompting Prime
Minister Pravind Jugnauth to declare an environmen-
tal emergency and appeal for international help.

Attempts to stabilize the stricken vessel, which ran
aground on July 25 but only started leaking oil this
week, and pump 4,000 tons of fuel from its hold have
failed, and local authorities fear rough seas could fur-
ther rupture the tanker. Hundreds of volunteers, many
smeared head-to-toe in black sludge, are marshaling
along the coastline, stringing together miles of
makeshift cordons in a desperate attempt to hold
back the oily tide. 

But already, thick muck has inundated the island
nation’s unspoiled lagoons, marine habitats and
white-sand beaches, causing unprecedented damage
to the fragile coastal ecosystem upon which Mauritius
and its economy relies. “People have realized that
they need to take things into their hands. We are here
to protect our fauna and flora,” said Ashok Subron, an
environmental activist at Mahebourg, one of the
worst-hit areas.

Police said yesterday they would execute a search
warrant granted by a Mauritius court to board the
Wakashio and seize items of interest, including the
ship’s log book and communication exchanges, as
part of its investigation into the accident. The ship’s
captain, a 58-year-old Indian national, will accompa-
ny officers on the search, police officials said. Twenty
crew members evacuated safely from the Japanese-
owned but Panamanian-flagged ship when it ran
aground are under surveillance.

Prime Minister Jugnauth thanked France for dis-
patching a naval vessel, military aircraft and technical
experts from nearby Reunion, a French Indian Ocean
island, to assist with the disaster. He has convened an

crisis committee yesterday, and has expressed con-
cern that forecast bad weather could further compli-
cate efforts to stymie the spill, and cause more struc-
tural damage to the vessel.

The opposition has called for the resignation of the
country’s environment and fisheries ministers, as
pressure mounts on the government to explain why
more wasn’t done to prepare in the two weeks since
the ship ran aground. Mitsui OSK Lines, which oper-
ates the vessel owned by another Japanese company,
said efforts to place containment booms near the ship
had been unsuccessful due to high waves. Helicopters
had been shifting some of the 3,800 tons of fuel and
2,000 tons of diesel to land.

Aerial images show the enormous scale of the
damage, with huge stretches of azure seas around the
marooned cargo ship stained a deep inky black, and
the region’s fabled lagoons and inlets clouded over.
The Wakashio struck a reef at Pointe d’Esny, an eco-
logical jewel fringed by idyllic beaches, colourful
reefs, sanctuaries for rare and endemic wildlife, and
unique RAMSAR-listed wetlands. Mauritius and its
1.3 million inhabitants depend crucially on its seas for
food and for ecotourism, and has fostered a reputa-
tion as a conservation success story and a world-
class destination for nature lovers. Ecologists fear if
the ship further breaks it could inflict potentially cata-
strophic damage on the island nation’s coastline,
which forms the backbone of the economy. — AFP 

MAHEBOURG, Mauritius: A man scoops leaked oil from the
vessel MV Wakashio that ran aground near Blue Bay
Marine Park off the coast of southeast Mauritius on
Saturday. — AFP  

My government 
murdered my 

people

Floods kill 30 in South Korea 

SEOUL: Landslides and flooding triggered by
days of heavy rain in South Korea have left at
least 30 people dead and 12 missing, officials said
yesterday, warning of more downpours.
Torrential rain has wreaked havoc across the
country since the beginning of the month, but
nearly half of the deaths occurred in the past
three days, according to the Ministry of the
Interior and Safety. Since Friday more than 3,700
people have been displaced from their homes
after flooding in the country’s hardest-hit south-
ern region. In all, nearly 6,000 people have been
evacuated from their homes across the country
this month, with about 4,600 of them staying at
temporary shelters.  — AFP 

India examines black box 

NEW DELHI: Indian investigators yesterday
began examining the black box of a Boeing-737
that overshot a runway on its second attempt,
killing 18 people in the country’s worst aviation
accident in a decade. The Air India Express
plane, which was repatriating Indians stranded in
Dubai due to the coronavirus pandemic, overshot
the runway of the Calicut International Airport in
heavy rain near the southern city of Kozhikode
on Friday. The aircraft fell into a valley and broke
in half. In an interview with Reuters partner ANI
on Sunday, Anil Kumar, head of India’s
Directorate General of Civil Aviation, said the
country would open the recovered transcripts to
international investigators, as well as manufactur-
er Boeing . “Only after conducting a thorough
and unbiased probe, can we tell what exactly
happened,” Kumar said.  — Reuters

11 killed in Czech apartment fire 

PRAGUE: A fire at a high-rise apartment block
in the Czech Republic killed 11 people, includ-
ing three children and five other people who
jumped to their deaths, firefighters said. The
fire occurred in the eastern Czech Republic
near the Polish border. “The fire broke out in a
flat on the 11th floor,” Lukas Popp, a spokesman
for local firefighters said. “Six people died on
this floor, including three children and three
adults — and a dog,” he added. “Our firefight-
ers were on the site really fast but during the
action, five people jumped out of the 12th-
storey window and died,” said Popp. Police
originally reported ten dead in the fire in a 13-
storey concrete block of flats in the city of
Bohumin on the Czech-Polish border some 300
kilometers east of the capital Prague.  — AFP 

Kim sends aid to locked down city 

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
has ordered the distribution of aid to the bor-
der city of Kaesong after the area was locked
down last month to fight the coronavirus, state
media said yesterday. Authorities raised the
state of emergency to the maximum level for
the city in July, saying they had discovered the
country’s first suspected virus case. A train car-
rying goods arrived in the “totally blocked” city
of Kaesong on Friday, the official KCNA news
agency reported. “The Supreme Leader has
made sure that emergency measures were tak-
en for supplying food and medicines right after
the city was totally blocked and this time he
saw to it that lots of rice and subsidy were sent
to the city,” it said. — AFP 

ASEAN - translating 
its vision into action: 
Vietnam Deputy PM
KUWAIT: When ASEAN was established 53 years
ago, few could have imagined the success of ASEAN
today. Over the past half century, ASEAN has time
and again shown the strength of unity and resilience.
An ASEAN embracing 10 brotherly nations has
turned Southeast Asia from a land of discord to a
land of concord, from confrontation to cooperation,
and from poverty to dynamic development. 

Today, the ASEAN Community is a big Family of
six hundred and fifty million people with a com-
bined GDP of three trillion US dollars. Translating
its vision into actions, ASEAN has been promoting
both the interest of our peoples and peace and
prosperity in the Asia - Pacific. ASEAN is now at a
critical juncture. The new dynamism in our geo-
strategic landscape, emerging regional and global
issues require ASEAN to be ever more cohesive
and responsive. 

Shoulder to shoulder, we can rise above any
challenge and move ASEAN forward. Therefore, we
should redouble our efforts to strengthen our
Community, while proactively and effectively pro-
mote our ties with the dialogue partners. We should
also ensure an ASEAN-centered regional architec-
ture that is open, transparent, inclusive and rules-
based. This year marks the 25th Anniversary of Viet
Nam’s participation in ASEAN. Our commitment
and experience in the past 25 years enable us to
make more proactive contributions to ASEAN. 

Under Vietnam’s Chairmanship this year, a cohe-
sive and responsive ASEAN has taken well-coordi-
nated measures to protect the health of our peoples
and revive our economies. ASEAN has led regional
efforts in fighting the Covid-19 pandemic, innovated
our operations, and further deepened our external
relations, thus elevated ASEAN international stand-
ing. With the “Think Community, Act Community”
approach, let us continue to work closely with each
other and with our partners and friends across the
world to build a strong and united ASEAN that is
indispensible for peace and prosperity in our region
and beyond.


