
Tuesday, August 11, 2020

2
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far
KUWAIT: Kuwait has recorded 72,400 cases 
infected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) as 
of yesterday, in addition to 482 deaths. With the 
exception of 117 cases in intensive care, all infected 
cases are in stable condition and are recovering in 
quarantined locations designated by the government 
for this purpose, while tens of thousands have been 
discharged from quarantine after exhibiting no 
symptoms during their 14-day quarantine period, the 
Ministry of Health confirmed. Meanwhile, 64,028 
people have recovered completely after previously 
being infected with the virus, while there are 7,890 
people receiving treatment. 

 
Curfew 

Kuwait moved to the third phase of a five-phase 
plan for a gradual return to normal life on June 28, 
2020. The curfew is set from 9:00 pm to 3:00 am, 
government and private offices are able to operate 
with up to 50 percent capacity, mosques are 
allowed to host Friday prayers with strict social 
distancing and health precautions observed, malls 
can operate from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm, taxis are 
allowed to resume operations but they are allowed 
to carry only one passenger, while resorts, hotels 
and furnished apartment businesses are allowed to 
reopen. 

Kuwait had moved to the second phase on June 
30, 2020. The second phase saw the curfew short-
ened to be between 8:00 pm and 5:00 am, while 
resuming work in the government and private sec-
tors with the workforce being less than 30 percent, 
in addition to resumption of constructions, banking 
sector, pickups from restaurants, as well as 
reopening of commercial complexes, malls, parks, 
and other places of leisure between 10:00 am and 
6:00 pm. 

The first phase began on May 31, and during 
which a daily curfew was imposed from 6:00 pm 
to 6:00 am, which was later reduced to start on 
7:00 pm and end at 5:00 am starting from June 21, 
2020. Activities resumed in the first phase included 
home deliveries of restaurants, telecommunication 
companies, food retailers, companies’ transporta-
tion of employees, gas stations, private clinics and 
car workshops. Phase four would see an increase 
in workforce, restaurants would be receiving cus-
tomers but with restrictions, and public trans-
portation resumed but with distancing. All activi-
ties would resume in phase five, the curfew would 
end, government and private sector returned to 
normal, families could gather, weddings and grad-
uation ceremonies, health clubs and gyms to 
reopen, as well as cinemas and theaters. 

The first phase included a total lockdown on 
Farwaniya, Khaitan, and Hawally, joining Mahboula 
and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh which were put under 
lockdown earlier. The lockdown ended in Hawally 
and Khaitan on June 21, 2020, in Mahboula and 
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh on July 9,2020, and in 

Farwaniya on July 26, 2020.  
 

Commercial flights 
Commercial flights resumed on August 1, while 

the airport will operate at 30 percent capacity 
during the six-month first phase of a three-stage 
airport reopening plan. However, flights to and 
from the following countries are suspended until 
further notice: Armenia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Kosovo, Lebanon, 
Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, Nepal, Northern 
Macedonia, Panama, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, 
Serbia, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka and Syria. 

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation pre-
sented a set of rules for the safe resumption of air 
travel. The new rules mandate all travelers to wear 
protective facemasks and keep a hand sanitizer in 
their possession, besides strictly abiding by social 
distancing guidelines and keeping hand luggage to 
a minimum. Departing passengers are required to 
register to the ‘Kuwait Mosafer’ app, and provide 
negative COVID-19 test results before boarding 
their flights to destinations where such tests are 
required. Citizens are also required to obtain travel 
insurance that covers COVID-19 treatment. 
Manual checks of tickets have now been scaled 
back as a result of the pandemic in favor of the 
more popular digital e-tickets, whose scanning 
requires no physical contact. Passengers must be 
present at the airport no less than four hours 
before departure to ensure a smooth and conven-
ient journey. 

Meanwhile, arriving passengers must register to 
the ‘Shlonik’ app before boarding, and obtain an 
accredited PCR certificate showing negative 
COVID-19 test results valid for 96 hours from the 
test’s date. Passengers will have their temperatures 
checked before boarding the plane and upon 
arrival, while a random PCR test will be conducted 
for 10 percent of passengers on each flight. All 
arriving passengers must home quarantine for 14 
days upon arrival. Kuwait had earlier sent special 
flights to repatriate Kuwaitis back home from 
countries affected with the virus’ spread. 
Meanwhile, the Cabinet announced on April 9 the 
operation of all airline flights for expats who are 
wishing to return back to their countries. Kuwait 
suspended issuing entry permits and visas unless 
those issued through diplomatic missions.  

 
School year ended 

The Ministry of Education announced on July 
17 ending the 2019-2020 school year, with the 
remaining part of the curriculum of the year’s sec-
ond half will be integrated into the first chapter of 
the next academic year 2020-2021 virtually effec-
tive as of October 4, after modifying the curricu-
lum. Pre-school pupils, students of elementary and 

intermediate levels will be promoted to the higher 
classes. As to the high school level, students who 
desire to improve their grades can re-enroll in the 
scholastic year. As to grade 12, the remaining peri-
od of the second semester of the 2019-2020 
school year was set at six weeks, while curricula 
were amended in tandem with the complementary 
study period, due between August 9 and 
September 17, and that will be via electronic 
means. Students’ assessment will be on weekly 
basis through interaction and virtual presence at 
the set educational website. The ministry is still 
expected to release regulations regarding the start 
of the 2020/2021 school year at foreign private 
schools. Earlier, the Ministry of Education had sus-
pended classes at all public and private schools 
(for both students and teaching staffs); first from 
March 1 to March 12, and later extended it until 
March 29, before eventually suspending schools 
until August for grade 12 and October for other 
stages. 

 
Hotlines 

The Ministry of Health has set the following 
hotlines to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 
24/7: 24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619. 

The Education Ministry set the following hot-
lines to receive inquiries on school closures related 
to the anti-coronavirus measures: 

 
• 24970967 (24/7 hotline) 
• 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone) 
• 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone) 
• 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone) 
• 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone) 
• 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone) 
• 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational 

Zone) 
• 51578171 (Religious Studies Department) 
• 51588599 (Private Education Department) 
• 51592515 (Services Department) 
• 51594544 (Public Relations Department) 
 

Medicine delivery 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched a 

new medicine delivery service for people in 
Kuwait, which they can use to order medications 
to be delivered during curfew hours. The medica-
tions will be delivered within 72 hours after the 
order is submitted. To place an order, patients 
should send a WhatsApp to the numbers for the 
hospitals and medical centers as listed below. The 
patient should include their name, Civil ID number, 
hospital or clinic file number, mobile phone num-
ber and the medicine needed to the following num-
bers: 
Amiri Hospital: 50880699 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755 
Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852 
Adan Hospital: 50880908 

Jahra Hospital: 50881066 
Sabah Hospital: 97632660 
Jaber Hospital: 96992079 
Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948 
Chest Hospital: 99258749 
Razi Hospital: 97633487 
Kuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242 
Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113 
Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037 
Maternity Hospital: 98559531 
As’ad Al-Hamad Dermatology Center: 98514508 
Zain Hospital: 97552031 
NBK Hospital: 96931761 
Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470 
Infectious Diseases Hospital: 96989164 
Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469 
KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363 

Meanwhile, all licensed pharmacies in Kuwait 
delivering medicine are allowed to continue their 
services 24 hours a day. The Ministry of Health is 
also asking doctors and nurses affiliated with the 
private medical sector to volunteer in order to 
contribute to the fight against the virus. 
Volunteering is available through the link: 
http://volunteering.q8-ehealth.com. The ministry 
had closed all private clinics and medical centers 
effective March 22, 2020 until further notice. 
 
Mental health assistance 
The Kuwait Center for Mental Health provides 
help through its suicide hotline: 24621770 (8 am - 
5 pm). Meanwhile, the Kuwait Psychological 
Association (KPA) is providing consultation 
through the phone for people suffering from the 
psychological impacts of coronavirus. Different 
doctors are working on the hotline in different tim-
ings as follows: 
Dr Rashed Al-Sahl: on Monday and Wednesday 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9797-6168. 
Dr Fahad Al-Tasha: daily from 8:00 pm - 12:00 am. 
Call 9904-8258. 
Dr Othman Al-Asfour: daily 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm. 
Call 9938-5350. 
Dr Mohammed Al-Khaldi (head of this team): daily 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Call 9903-6470. 
Dr Ahmad Al-Khaldi: daily 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 
Call 9910-7965. 
Dr Muneera Al-Qattan: Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9953-3108. 
Dr Zainab Al-Saffar: Sunday and Thursday 7:00 
pm - 9:00 pm. Call 9954-9908. 
Dr Sameera Al-Kandari: Tuesday 9:00 pm - 12:00 
am. Call 6770-9434. 
Dr Kawthar Al-Yaqout: Monday and Wednesday 
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 5521-0088. 
For information and other concerns, call 9401-4283.  
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conference, pledging solidarity with the 

Lebanese people and promising to muster “major 
resources” in the coming days and weeks. A joint 
statement issued after the meeting in which repre-
sentatives of nearly 30 countries as well as the EU 
and Arab League participated, did not mention a 
global amount. But Macron’s office said the total 
figure of “emergency aid pledged or that can be 
mobilized quickly” amounts to €252.7 million ($298 
millon), including €30 million from France. 

Macron was the first world leader to visit the for-
mer French colony after Tuesday’s devastating 
explosion of a huge stockpile of ammonium nitrate 
which killed more than 150 people, wounded some 
6,000 and left an estimated 300,000 homeless. 
German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas told ZDF 
broadcaster that “more than 200 million euros of 
emergency aid have been collected,” including €20 
million from Germany. 

The joint statement from the world leaders and 
their representatives underscored concerns about 
Lebanese government corruption. “The participants 

agreed that their assistance should be timely, suffi-
cient and consistent with the needs of the Lebanese 
people, well-coordinated under the leadership of 
the United Nations, and directly delivered to the 
Lebanese population, with utmost efficiency and 
transparency,” it said. 

USAID acting administrator John Barsa also said 
in a conference call Sunday that American help, 
some $15 million announced so far, “is absolutely 
not going to the government”. The donor nations 
urged Lebanon’s authorities to “fully commit them-
selves to timely measures and reforms” in order to 
unlock longer-term support for the country’s eco-
nomic and financial recovery. And they said assis-
tance for “an impartial, credible and independent 
inquiry” into Tuesday’s explosion “is immediately 
needed and available, upon request of Lebanon.” 

The UN said some $117 million will be needed 
for an emergency response over the next three 
months, for health services, emergency shelter, food 
distribution and programs to prevent further spread 
of COVID-19, among other interventions. Lebanese 
President Michel Aoun, who was also on Sunday’s 
group call, thanked Macron for the initiative. “Much 
is needed to rebuild what has been destroyed and 
to restore Beirut’s luster,” the Lebanese presidency 
quoted him on Twitter as saying. “The needs are 
many and we need to address them quickly, espe-
cially before the arrival of winter, which will accen-
tuate the suffering of homeless citizens.” 

At least 21 people are still missing from the huge 
blast, and the Lebanese army said Sunday hopes of 
finding survivors are dwindling. Lebanese people 
enraged by official negligence blamed for the 
explosion have taken to the streets in anti-govern-
ment protests that have resulted in clashes with the 
army. Macron said it was now up to the authorities 
of Lebanon “to act so that the country does not 
sink, and to respond to the aspirations that the 
Lebanese people are expressing right now, legiti-
mately, in the streets of Beirut”. “We must all work 
together to ensure that neither violence nor chaos 
prevails,” he added. “It is the future of Lebanon that 
is at stake.” 

Trump also called for calm, according to the 
White House, which said he agreed with other lead-
ers on the group call to “work closely together in 
international response efforts”. “President Trump 
also urged the government of Lebanon to conduct a 
full and transparent investigation, in which the 
United States stands ready to assist,” it said. “The 
President called for calm in Lebanon and acknowl-
edged the legitimate calls of peaceful protestors for 
transparency, reform, and accountability.” 

Apart from heads of state and government minis-
ters, Sunday’s conference was attended by UN aid 
coordinator Mark Lowcock, representatives of the 
World Bank, the Red Cross, the IMF, the European 
Investment Bank and the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. Israel, with whom 

Lebanon has no diplomatic relations, did not partic-
ipate, though Macron said it had expressed a wish 
to contribute, nor did Iran which wields huge influ-
ence in Lebanon through the Shiite group 
Hezbollah. 

Key Arab states in the Gulf, including Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Iraq and the UAE were repre-
sented, as were Britain, China, Jordan and Egypt. 
Macron said Turkey, with which France’s diplomatic 
ties have been icy over the Libyan conflict, and 
Russia had indicated their support for the initiative, 
though they did not take part in the conference. 

According to the UN, at least 15 medical facili-
ties, including three major hospitals, sustained 
structural damage in the blast, and extensive dam-
age to more than 120 schools may interrupt learning 
for some 55,000 children. Thousands of people are 
in need of food and the blast interrupted basic 
water and sanitation to many neighborhoods. Pope 
Francis called Sunday appealed for “generous help” 
from the international community. 

France has been sending tonnes of medical and 
food aid, dozens of search and rescue personnel 
and forensic experts to aid the investigation, as well 
as reconstruction materials. On top of cash aid 
pledged so far, Egypt and Qatar have promised field 
hospitals, Brazil said it would send 4,000 tons of 
rice, and Spain 10 tons of wheat. “In these horren-
dous times, Lebanon is not alone,” concluded the 
conference statement.  — Agencies 

PM: Kuwait eager  
to help Lebanon...
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US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said on 

Wednesday that the United Nations Security Council 
will vote this week on a US bid to extend the arms 

embargo on Iran, despite warnings by some diplo-
mats that the measure lacks support. If the United 
States is unsuccessful in extending the embargo, it 
has threatened to trigger a return of all UN sanctions 
on Iran under a process agreed in the 2015 deal. 

In May, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani threat-
ened a “crushing response” if the embargo on Iranian 
trade of conventional arms was extended. Iran has 
breached parts of the nuclear deal in response to the 
2018 US withdrawal and Washington’s re-imposition 
of sanctions. —  Reuters 

Iran rejects GCC  
call for extension...
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 “Locals were gathering after the eruption without 

using face masks because they were all panicking,” 
said local disaster agency chief Natanael Perangin-
angin. Sinabung had roared back to life in 2010 for the 

first time in 400 years. After another period of inactivi-
ty, it erupted once more in 2013, and has remained 
highly active since. 

In 2016, seven people died in one of the eruptions, 
while another in 2014 killed 16. In late 2018, a volcano 
in the strait between Java and Sumatra islands erupted, 
causing an underwater landslide and tsunami which 
killed more than 400 people. Indonesia is home to 
about 130 active volcanoes due to its position on the 
“Ring of Fire”, a belt of tectonic plate boundaries cir-
cling the Pacific Ocean where frequent seismic activity 
occurs. — AFP 

Mt Sinabung  
blasts smoke...

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health said yes-
terday 687 people tested positive for the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) while four persons died 
of the disease in the past 24 hours. MoH 
spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said that the 
total registered infections reached 72,400 while 
deaths increased to 482. He added that 443 cases 
of the new infections were Kuwaiti citizens, or 

64.48 percent, and 244 were non-Kuwaitis, or 
35.52 percent. The MoH had announced earlier 
the recovery of 509 people from the virus in the 
past 24 hours, as total recoveries reached 64,028. 

Dr Sanad said 168 of the new cases were 
registered in Al-Ahmadi medical zone, 168 in 
Jahra, 147 in Farwaniya, 117 in Hawally and 87 in 
the Capital. He added that 117 patients were in 

the intensive care units, and that people receiv-
ing treatment were 7,890. Medical workers 
conducted 3,450 swab tests in the past 24 
hours, raising the total number of swabs since 
the outbreak of the disease to 535,803. Dr 
Sanad called on the public anew to abide by 
physical distancing and follow hygienic regula-
tions.  — KUNA

Kuwait records 687 new 
COVID-19 cases, four deaths

Recoveries up to 64,028 with 509 new ones


