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SAN FRANCISCO: Collin Morikawa claimed his
first major championship on Sunday, delivering an
magical eagle on the 16th hole in a bogey-free
round of 64 at the 2020 PGA Championship. The
23-year-old American, who turned pro just 14
months ago, did the unthinkable by winning in just
his second career major appearance. 

Morikawa, who is ranked 12th in the world, even-
tually finished at 13-under 267 at TPC Harding Park
in San Francisco. “It’s amazing. It’s been a life goal,
obviously as a little kid, kind of watching everyone
grow up, all these professionals, and this is always
what I’ve wanted to do,” Morikawa said. “I felt very
comfortable from the start. 

“As an amateur, junior golfer, turning profession-
al last year, but to finally close it off and come out
here in San Francisco, pretty much my second home
where I spent the last four years, is pretty special,”
added Morikawa, who grew up in Los Angeles but
went to college at Berkeley in San Francisco.

Third round leader Dustin Johnson had to settle
for a tie for second with England’s Paul Casey.
Johnson shot a 68 and Casey closed with a 66 to
reach 11-under 269.

Jason Day, Matthew Wolff, Bryson DeChambeau,
Tony Finau and Scottie Scheffler all finished in a tie
for fourth, three shots adrift of Morikawa. Heading
into the final round there were ten players within
three shots of the lead. The packed leaderboard
continued throughout Sunday’s round as it looked
like any of a half a dozen players could emerge vic-
torious. 

When Johnson made the turn after his ninth hole
he was tied with three others for the lead at 10
under. They were soon joined by two others making
a six-way tie on the back nine.

SWEET 16TH 
Morikawa had four birdies, including two in his

first four holes as he got off to a hot start. But it was
his eagle at 16 that separated him from the tight
pack at the top of the leaderboard.

Morikawa put it all together in the fourth round,
keeping pace with the leaders throughout then
emerging from the pack with his eagle on 16. He hit

a 293-yard tee shot onto the green, landing it just
seven feet from the flag stick. Morikawa made the
putt to take the lead for the first time in the round
and kept it the rest of the way.

Johnson birdied his final hole, while Casey, who
was trying to become the first Brit to win the PGA
in almost 100 years, also made par there. Brooks
Koepka failed in his bid for a historic three peat.
The two-time defending PGA champion got off to a
woeful start with four bogeys on the front nine en
route to a four-over 74. 

Tiger Woods rebounded from a frustrating third
round to shoot a 67 and finish one under for the
tournament. Woods struggled on the greens early in
the tournament, but found his putting groove
Sunday, needing just 21 putts in the fourth round.

China No. 1 Li Haotong, who this week became
the first player from China to lead in a major cham-
pionship, shot a 69 for a six-under 274 total. 

Li had another solid round going on Sunday but
finished with a double bogey on 18. Former world
No. 1 Rory McIlroy shot a closing 68 to reach two-
under 278, 11 shots back of Morikawa. McIlroy, of
Northern Ireland said players who had the most
success were the ones who drove the ball straight
on the fairways. 

“If you missed fairways you were doing well to
make par,” he said. It is the first major since the sea-
son was placed on hold due to the COVID-19 out-
break. Because of the coronavirus restrictions the
2020 PGA took place with no fans, which was a
first.  Meanwhile, Danielle Kang completed back-
to-back LPGA Tour triumphs with a one-shot vic-
tory at the Marathon Classic on Sunday after for-
mer world number one Lydia Ko suffered a dramat-
ic late collapse.

Ko, who had started the final round four shots
clear, looked to be cruising to victory after opening
up a five-shot lead with six holes to play at
Highland Meadows in Sylvania, Ohio. But the 23-
year-old New Zealander, chasing a first win in two
years, endured a nightmare finish down the stretch
that included bogeys on the 14th and 16th before a
disastrous double-bogey seven on the 18th.

Ko’s stumble allowed Kang to sneak in and claim

victory by one shot only a week after her win at last
week’s Drive On Championship in Toledo, the first
LPGA event after a five-month COVID-19 hiatus.

“My caddie looked at me and said, ‘You’re right
in it,’” Kang said afterwards. “I looked at him and
said, ‘I’m five down with six holes to go.’ I kind of
liked that mentality, made some good birdies com-
ing in and kept it together.”

Kang finished with a three-under-par 68 for a 15
under aggregate 269. Ko, meanwhile, posted a two-
over-par 73 to finish tied for second alongside
England’s Jodi Ewart Shadoff on 14 under.

It was cruel finale for Ko, who had started
steadily with two birdies and seven pars to reach
the turn at two under for the day. Ko then looked to
have taken a stranglehold on the contest when Kang
bogeyed the 12th to fall five shots behind.

But Kang responded with back-to-back birdies

on the 13th and 14th, and when Ko bogeyed the 14th
after failing to reach the green in two, the five-shot
deficit had been cut to just two strokes with four
holes remaining. After both players parred the 15th,
Kang closed to within one on the 16th when Ko was
left with a long putt to save par that lipped out.

Kang’s chances of at least forcing a playoff
looked to have gone when she missed a golden
birdie chance on the 17th to leave Ko one clear
heading to 18. 

Players, caddies and officials were tested for the
coronavirus before entering the grounds. The list of
players who had previously tested positive for the
virus included Cameron Champ who was in con-
tention Sunday. 

Champ, who was given the all clear before the
tournament, shot a 70 in the fourth round to finish
at eight under. — AFP
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major at PGA Championship

Ko collapses as Kang snatches win at Marathon Classic

Jesus says City 
stronger for past 
disappointments
LONDON: Manchester City striker Gabriel
Jesus says he can imagine his hands round the
Champions League trophy and he and his
team-mates are stronger for previous disap-
pointments in the competition coveted by their
Abu Dhabi owners above all others.

The 23-year-old Brazilian had a standout
performance in Friday’s 2-1 win over 13-time
European champions Real Madrid that earned a
place in the quarter-finals.

Jesus’s starring role eased concerns at the
likely absence of injured record goalscorer
Sergio Aguero for Saturday’s quarter-final in
Lisbon. Guardiola — who has not lifted the
Champions League since his second success
with Barcelona in 2011 — and the squad fly to
Portugal later.

“We have to dream,” Jesus told British
media. “I’m a dreamer and can picture myself
with the trophy on my hands. “But I know the
reality is different, we have to work, to show
our dedication. To win is the most important
thing.” Jesus — who scored in both legs and set
up Raheem Sterling for their first goal in
Friday’s last 16 second leg — said the players
had turned disappointments in Europe’s pre-
mier club competition into a positive.

Under Guardiola they have exited in the
quarter-finals the past two years to English
rivals Liverpool and Tottenham Hotspur and pri-
or to that Monaco eliminated them in the last 16.

City’s best performance so far was reaching
the 2016 semi-finals under Guardiola’s prede-
cessor Manuel Pellegrini. “As a group, we have
matured from being knocked out of the previ-
ous Champions League editions,” said Jesus.

“We’ve learned to suffer.”
Sterling said Jesus is definitely not playing

second fiddle to Aguero — indeed the
Brazilian’s goal on Friday drew him level on 23
for the season with the Argentinian veteran. 

“He (Jesus) is not a sub, we’ve got two great
strikers at this club,” said Sterling. “Both strik-
ers score goals and when you play with either
one of them you know what you expect from
each of them.

“They are both top players in front of goal.
You saw from Gabby his calmness in front of
goal was brilliant.” Sterling’s goal was his 100th
for City and made him only the sixth English
player to score 20 goals in the Champions
League. “It’s a good achievement but now I want
some more in the next couple of games, to keep
progressing,” he said. “But the most important
thing is my goals count for something and hope-
fully at the end of the competition they can do.”

The 25-year-old England international said
City had to “run their socks off” if they are to
beat Lyon — who ousted Juventus on Friday —
and reach the semi-finals. “They (Lyon) are a
great team and it’s going to be a difficult one,”
said Sterling. “But I keep saying the same thing
— there are teams in his competition with great
quality. “We have to keep up the energy and
play our football.” — AFP

Lillard scores 51, 
Embiid injured 
in Blazers’ win
ORLANDO: Damian Lillard poured in 51 points and
added seven assists to lead the Portland Trail Blazers
to a 124-121 victory over a Philadelphia 76ers’ squad
that lost Joel Embiid to injury on Sunday night near
Orlando. Carmelo Anthony recorded 20 points and
seven rebounds as Portland (33-39) moved within a
half-game of the eighth-place Memphis Grizzlies in the
Western Conference race. The Trail Blazers are a half-
game ahead of the San Antonio Spurs and one game in
front of the Phoenix Suns for the play-in berth. Josh
Richardson scored a season-best 34 points and
matched a season high of six 3-pointers for the 76ers
(42-28). Embiid exited with a left ankle injury with 6:18
left in the first quarter and had two points on 1-of-6
shooting and collected four rebounds. Anthony moved
into 15th place in NBA history with 26,411 career
points. He passed Paul Pierce (26,397) and John
Havlicek (26,395).

HOUSTON ROCKETS 129 - 
SACRAMENTO KINGS 112

Austin Rivers scored 41 points off the bench, James
Harden tallied 32 points, eight rebounds and seven
assists, and Houston roared back from a sluggish start
to top Sacramento. The Rockets (44-25) improved to
4-1 in the restart while the Kings (29-41) were elimi-
nated from playoff contention when the Portland Trail
Blazers beat the Philadelphia 76ers earlier Sunday.
Houston played a second consecutive game without
guard Russell Westbrook (right quad contusion),
although Westbrook and guard Eric Gordon (left ankle
sprain) are nearing a return. Rivers helped compensate
for their absences with his career high scoring, includ-
ing 19 points on 7-of-8 shooting prior to the intermis-
sion to help the Rockets erase an early 13-point deficit.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS 122 - 
NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 113

DeMar DeRozan scored 27 points and San Antonio
kept its playoff hopes while helping to end those of
New Orleans. The Spurs (31-38) improved to 4-2 dur-
ing the restart and stayed in the thick of the tight battle
for the eighth and ninth positions in the Western
Conference. The Pelicans (30-40) fell to 2-4 in the

restart and, following Portland’s win later in the day,
were eliminated from the playoffs. Rudy Gay added 19
points, Derrick White scored 16 despite missing most
of the second half because of a bruised left knee,
Dejounte Murray had 18 and Marco Belinelli tallied 14.
JJ Redick led New Orleans with 31 points, Zion
Williamson scored 25, Brandon Ingram had 17 and
Derrick Favors had 10 points and 12 rebounds.

TORONTO RAPTORS 108 - 
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 99

Marc Gasol capped a key third-quarter run with a
3-pointer in his first game against his longtime
employer and Toronto clinched the No. 2 seed in the
Eastern Conference with a win over slumping
Memphis. Gasol was dealt from Memphis to Toronto
last February and was a member of the Raptors’ cham-
pionship team in 2019. He contributed 10 points and
six rebounds in 22 minutes to lift the Raptors to a
fourth win in five games since the restart. The loss was
a costly one for Memphis (33-38), which began the
day in eighth place in the West but is locked into a
tight battle with Portland, Phoenix, San Antonio and
New Orleans. The loss prevented the Grizzlies from
clinching a spot in the play-in game for the No. 8 seed.

BOSTON CELTICS 122 -
ORLANDO MAGIC 119 (OT)

Gordon Hayward scored 31 points and Jayson
Tatum added 29 to lift Boston past Orlando in over-
time. Jaylen Brown collected 19 points and 12 rebounds
for the third-place Celtics (47-23), who saw their slim
chances to secure the second seed in the Eastern
Conference go by the boards earlier on Sunday when
Toronto wrapped up the No. 2 seed with a win over
Memphis. Nikola Vucevic had 26 points and 11
rebounds and Terrence Ross added 18 points off the
bench for the reeling Magic (32-39), who have
dropped four in a row.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 121 - 
WASHINGTON WIZARDS 103

Darius Bazley scored a career-high 23 points to
lead Oklahoma City past Washington, pulling ahead of
Utah for fifth in the Western Conference in the
process. For the second consecutive game, the
Thunder jumped out to a big lead early. But unlike
Friday’s game against Memphis, where an 18-point
first-quarter lead turned into a 29-point blowout loss,
this time Oklahoma City was able to keep control to
remain in the thick of the race for a top-four spot in
the Western Conference. — Reuters

Champions League 
setback as Atletico 
report virus cases
MADRID: Spanish side Atletico Madrid on Sunday
reported two positive coronavirus tests, just four
days before they face Leipzig in Portugal for a
place in the Champions League semi-finals.

“On Saturday, all members of the first team and
the club’s party to Lisbon underwent tests as
required by UEFA protocols to participate in the
quarter-finals of the Champions League,” said a
club statement.

“Among the results known today, two positives
have appeared and they are self-isolating in their
respective homes.” It was not revealed whether the
two positive cases involved players or backroom
staff. Atletico said UEFA as well as the Spanish and
Portuguese football and health authorities have
been informed and that a fresh round of tests will be
carried out on the squad and support team.

They admitted this could mean last-minute
changes to travel schedules as well as accommoda-
tion plans in the Portuguese capital. “The club will
coordinate the new schedules with UEFA and as
soon as there is a new plan it will be made public,”
added the statement.

“We also request the utmost respect over the
identity of the two positive cases.” The team were
due to travel to Portugal on Monday for the closing
stages of the Champions League which is being
held in Lisbon as a precaution against COVID-19
rather than risk having teams travelling across
Europe for home-and-away ties. The self-contained
eight-team tournament will be staged behind closed
doors, starting on Wednesday with the final set for
Lisbon on August 23.

Spain has so far been one of the countries worst
affected by the coronavirus pandemic, with
310,000 registered infections and 28,500 deaths.
Although most sports have returned from a months-
long lockdown caused by the virus, there are con-
cerns that numbers of cases are beginning to rise
again. In recent days, Spain has seen local quaran-
tines imposed in the Basque Country, Catalonia and
Aragon. Protective face masks have been made
compulsory in several busy areas, especially in the
Madrid region.

Last month, Atletico’s city rivals Real Madrid
announced forward Mariano Diaz had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. Sevilla, meanwhile, reported an
unnamed player had also contracted the illness.

Real have since been knocked out of the
Champions League but Sevilla are still involved in
the Europa League. They play English side Wolves
in their quarter-final in Duisburg, Germany, on
Tuesday.

The Champions League had been put on hold
since March because of the virus with the last-16
stage only completed on Friday and Saturday.

In their statement on Sunday, Atletico were keen
to reassure football authorities, explaining that they
had followed a very strict protocol even after the
end of La Liga season on July 19. Weekly tests were
carried out on July 26 and August 2.

For its ‘Final Eight’ tournament in Portugal, UEFA
has planned strict protocols — each team will have
to provide test results before travelling to the coun-
try, and will be tested again on the eve of their first
match. Each positive test will require the individual
to self-isolate. — AFP

ORLANDO: Damian Lillard #0 of the Portland Trail Blazers shoots the ball against the Philadelphia
76ers at Visa Athletic Center at ESPN Wide World of Sports in Orlando, Florida. — AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Morikawa of the United States celebrates with the Wanamaker Trophy and girlfriend
Katherine Zhu after winning the 2020 PGA Championship at TPC Harding Park in San Francisco,
California. — AFP


