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Assembly bill on demography  
eyes expat quotas, visa curbs 

Domestic helpers, health and education workers among those exempt
KUWAIT: The parliamentary human resources 
committee recently finalized a draft bill regulating 
and administering Kuwait’s demography pending 
voting on it after receiving the government’s 
responses. According to the bill, the Cabinet, within 
six months of putting the law into practice, will 
issue a decision on setting a maximum limit for 
expatriate workers according to certain ratios com-
pared to the population of citizens as well as per 
community.  

The draft exempts 10 categories of workers, 
including GCC nationals, domestic helpers, medical 
staff members and educators from the abovemen-
tioned terms. In addition, the draft also sets three 
restrictions to be followed by various government 
bodies, including banning the transfer of domestic 
helpers to work for either the private or the oil sec-
tors, banning the transfer of visit visas into work or 
dependent visas and renewing residencies of labor-
ers recruited to work on government contracts after 

the concerned government projects are executed, 
unless they are needed in other government proj-
ects.  

The bill also stipulates forming a committee to be 
known as the ‘National Committee for Regulating 
and Administering Kuwait’s Demography’.  
In detail, the draft bill recommends the following:  

• Preparing a study on the reasons of demo-
graphic imbalances in Kuwait and setting a general  
policy to regulate Kuwait’s demography in a way 

that best serves the state’s general development 
plans.  

• Assessing the state’s actual needs of specialized 
foreign labor and determining excessive numbers 
compared to actual needs.  

• Submitting recommendations to relevant bodies 
so that the outcome of the education process could 
be directed to fill gaps in the local labor market.  

• The Cabinet will, within six months of putting  
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BERLIN: German medics carry out Russian opposition figure Alexei Navalny on a stretcher yesterday after he 
arrived by air ambulance at Tegel airport. — AFP 

BERLIN: Kremlin critic and opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny, who has suffered a suspected poisoning, 
was in a stable condition in hospital yesterday after 
being flown to Berlin following a standoff over his 
medical evacuation from Russia. An air ambulance 
carrying Navalny, chartered by the German NGO 
Cinema for Peace, touched down at 8:47 am local time 
(0647 GMT) at the military wing of Berlin’s Tegel air-
port. His spokeswoman Kira Yarmysh tweeted  that 
“the plane with Alexei just landed in Berlin”. 

“Navalny’s condition is stable,” Jaka Bizilj, the head 
of the Cinema for Peace foundation, told AFP after the 
landing. Berlin’s Charite hospital confirmed in a state-
ment that it had admitted Navalny and was carrying 
out an “extensive medical diagnosis”. The 44-year-old 

lawyer and anti-corruption campaigner, one of 
President Vladimir Putin’s fiercest critics, went into a 
coma after falling suddenly ill Thursday on a plane to 
Moscow that had to make an emergency landing in 
Omsk. 

Aides say they believe Navalny was poisoned, 
apparently by a cup of tea at the airport, and blamed 
Putin, though Russian doctors said tests showed no 
trace of any poison. Doctors treating him in Omsk had 
refused to let Navalny leave but reversed course after 
his family and staff demanded he be allowed to travel 
to Germany. 

As the plane left Omsk at around 8:00 am local 
time (0200 GMT), Navalny’s wife Yulia posted a pic-
ture on Instagram of him being carried on a covered 
stretcher and thanked supporters for their “persis-
tence”. “Without your support, we wouldn’t have 
been able to take him!” she wrote. Russian doctors 
have said he is in a coma and breathing through a 
ventilator in a grave state. 

They have said tests did not find any trace of poi-
son, however, that Navalny appeared to have a  

Continued on Page 2 

Kremlin critic  
Navalny ‘stable’  
in Berlin clinic 

ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
on Friday said Turkey had made a historic dis-
covery of gas in the Black Sea, but would still 
speed up contentious exploration in the 
Mediterranean that has pitted it against Greece 
and the EU. Turkey hopes the discovery can 
help wean it off imported energy, including from 
Russia, which comes at a high cost at a time 
when the local currency is weakening and the 
economy is more fragile because of the coron-
avirus. 

Erdogan said the 320-billion-cubic-metre 
deep sea find was made at a site Turkish vessel 
Fatih began exploring last month. He added that 
he hoped to see the first gas reach Turkish con-
sumers in 2023, the 100th anniversary of the 
birth of the modern republic. “Turkey made the 
biggest discovery of natural gas in its history in 
the Black Sea,” a delighted Erdogan said during 
a speech in Istanbul’s Dolmabahce Palace. “My 
Lord has opened the door to unprecedented 
wealth for us,” he enthused. 

The Fatih, Turkey’s first drilling vessel, is 
named after Fatih Sultan Mehmet, the Ottoman 
Sultan who conquered Constantinople - cur-
rent-day Istanbul - in 1453. The vessel made the 
discovery in the Tuna-1 field off the coast of 
Eregli town in the northern province of 
Zonguldak after beginning the search on July 
20, Erdogan said. “This is Turkey’s biggest-ever 
find by a wide margin, and one of the largest 
global discoveries of 2020,” said Thomas Purdie 
of consultancy Wood Mackenzie. 

The Turkish lira gained value against the dol-
lar on Erdogan’s promise on Wednesday to 
report “good news” on Friday, but fell after the 
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TRIPOLI: Libyan men, wearing traditional costumes, ride horses during a popular 
equestrian festival near the capital on Friday. — AFP 

TRIPOLI: Libya’s warring rival admin-
istrations announced separately on 
Friday that they would cease all hostili-
ties and hold nationwide elections, 
drawing praise from the UN, the EU 
and several Arab countries. The sur-
prise announcement followed multiple 
visits by top foreign diplomats to Libya 
in recent weeks, and came after a series 
of agreements and pledges that, how-
ever, have failed to be implemented. 

Friday’s statements were signed by 
Fayez Al-Sarraj, head of the UN-recog-

nized unity Government of National 
Accord (GNA), based in the capital 
Tripoli, and Aguila Saleh, speaker of the 
eastern-based parliament backed by 
military strongman Khalifa Haftar. The 
UN’s top official to Libya, Stephanie 
Williams, welcomed the move and called 
for “all parties to rise to this historic 
occasion and shoulder their full respon-
sibilities before the Libyan people”. 

European Union diplomatic chief 
Josep Borrell hailed an “important and 
positive” initiative, adding it was “cru-
cial now that all parties stand by their 
statements”. Sarraj called for “presi-
dential and parliamentary elections 
next March”, and for the “end of all 
combat operations”. Saleh also backed 
elections - though he did not specify a 
date - and urged “all parties” to  
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LONDON: A pair of gold-plated 
glasses worn by Indian independence 
hero Mahatma Gandhi has sold in 
Britain for £260,000 ($340,000), the 
auction house said. “We found them 
just four weeks ago in our letterbox, 
left there by a gentleman whose uncle 
had been given them by Gandhi him-
self,” East Bristol Auctions wrote on 
Instagram after the sale late Friday. 
“An incredible result for an incredible 
item! Thanks to all those who bid.” 

Gandhi was known for giving out 
old or unwanted pairs to those in 
need or those who had helped him. 
The non-violent protestor gave the 
glasses to the vendor’s uncle while he 

was working for British Petroleum in 
South Africa during the 1920s or 30s, 
said the auction house. The sale price 
smashed the original estimate of 
around £15,000. Auctioneer Andrew 
Stowe told Sky News earlier this 
month that the vendor had told him: 
“If they’re no good, just throw them 
away.” When he suggested they might 
be worth £15,000, “I think he nearly 
fell off his chair.” — AFP 

Gandhi’s gold 
glasses sell  
for $340,000 

A pair of glasses that once belonged 
to Mohandas Gandhi are seen. — AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: A 116-year-old 
survivor of the 1918 Spanish Flu 
believed to be among the world’s 
oldest people died yesterday in 
South Africa, his family said. Born on 
May 8 1904, Fredie Blom had “lived 
this long because of God’s grace,” 
he told AFP this year. Guinness 
World Records lists the oldest cur-
rently living man as Briton Bob 
Weighton, aged 112, but South 
African media have described Blom 
as “unofficially” the world’s oldest. 

Blom’s entire family was wiped 
out by the Spanish Flu pandemic 
when he was just a teenager. But he 

himself survived and went on to 
raise the three children of his wife of 
46 years, Jeanette, as his own, 
becoming grandfather to five over 
the years.  

Born in the rural town of 
Adelaide, tucked near the Great 
Winterberg mountain range of 
South Africa’s Eastern Cape 
province, Blom died at Tygerberg 
Hospital in Cape Town. — AFP 
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DELFT, South Africa: In this photo taken 
on May 8, 2020, Fredie Blom celebrates 
his 116th birthday at his home. — AFP 


