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the law into practice, issue a decision setting a 

maximum limit for expatriate workers compared to 
the total number of citizens and set a certain ratio 
per expat community.  

• Based upon the numbers set in the above pro-
vision, the Cabinet will issue a decision on the maxi-
mum numbers to be recruited from outside Kuwait 
the following year.  

• The Cabinet will, within five years after putting 
the law into practice, review expats numbers to lay 
off expats exceeding the local market’s actual 
needs.  
According to the bill, the exempted categories 

will include:    
1- GCC nationals. 
2- Members of the judiciary and the public pros-

ecution. 
3- Heads and members of diplomatic missions 

designated in Kuwait, their families and mission 
staff, provided reciprocal treatment is received.  

4- Military missions (and their workers) of coun-
tries with whom Kuwait signs security treaties.  

5- Aviation operators including pilots, co-pilots 
and cabin crews. 

6- Workers recruited from outside Kuwait by 
foreign companies executing infrastructure or other 
economic development projects in Kuwait until the 
projects are concluded and turned over to relevant 
bodies.  

7- Domestic helpers. 
8- Citizens’ spouses and children. 
9- Medical and educational staff members. 
10- Other categories to be determined upon 

Cabinet decisions. —  Al-Qabas 

Assembly bill on 
demography...

KUWAIT: Kuwait registered 688 
new cases of infection with the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) in the past 
24 hours, raising the total number of 
infections to 79,957, the Ministry of 
Health announced yesterday. 
Meanwhile, two people having suc-
cumbed to the pandemic within the 
same period, as the death tol l 
reached 513, a health ministry official 

confirmed. The new infected cases 
include people who have come into 
contact with infected individuals, 
and others whose source of infection 
is currently being investigated, min-
istry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad said. The health ministry had 
announced earlier yesterday that 
506 people recovered from the virus 
in the past 24 hours, raising the total 

number of those to have overcome 
the disease to 71,770. 

In terms of health zones, 194 of 
the new cases were reported in Al-
Ahmadi, 139 in Hawalli, 129 in Jahra, 
119 in the Capital  and 107 in 
Farwaniya, added the official. There 
are 7,674 people currently receiving 
treatment from COVID-19, including 
97 patients in intensive care units, 

Dr Sanad revealed. Meanwhile , 
4,006 swab tests were taken in the 
last  24 hours, out of  a total  of 
585,124 so far, added the 
spokesman. He reiterated the strict 
need to abide by health precautions, 
urging nationals and expatriates 
alike that following social distancing 
rules is the only way to keep the 
virus at bay.  — KUNA

Kuwait COVID-19 cases near 80,000 
mark, 688 new infections recorded

Recovered cases reach 71,770 with 506 in past 24 hours
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“metabolic disorder” and to have suffered a sharp 

drop in blood sugar levels. The regional interior min-
istry said police detected an industrial chemical after 
swabbing Navalny and his luggage, although doctors 
said this would not have caused his condition. The air 
ambulance arrived in Omsk on Friday morning but 
Russian doctors initially said Navalny was too “unsta-
ble” to be moved. 

They announced on Friday evening they had 
agreed to let him be transferred after German doctors 
examined him and the Cinema for Peace foundation 
said they were “willing and able” to transport him to 
Berlin. The turnaround also followed a letter from 
Navalny’s wife with a direct appeal to Putin and after 
aides asked the European Court of Human Rights to 
intervene with the Russian government. 

Navalny is the latest in a long line of Kremlin crit-
ics who have fallen seriously ill or died in apparent 
poisonings. His wife told journalists that she wanted 
Navalny to be “in an independent hospital, whose 
doctors we trust”. Yarmysh tweeted that “the battle 
for Alexei’s life and health is just beginning... but at 
least now we’ve taken the first step.” 

The air ambulance was dispatched to take Navalny 
to Berlin after Chancellor Angela Merkel extended an 

offer of treatment. European Union leaders including 
Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron have 
voiced concern for Navalny, who has faced repeated 
physical attacks and prosecutions in more than a 
decade of opposition to Russian authorities. Navalny 
lost consciousness shortly after his plane took off on 
Thursday from Tomsk in Siberia, where he was work-
ing to support opposition candidates ahead of 
regional elections next month. 

Yarmysh said he had seemed “absolutely fine” 
before boarding the flight and had only consumed a 
cup of tea at the airport. She said she was sure he had 
suffered from an “intentional poisoning” and blamed 
Putin. She also claimed Russia’s refusal to evacuate 
Navalny was a ploy to “play for time” and make it 
impossible to trace poison, posing a “critical threat to 
his life”. 

Navalny has made many enemies with his anti-cor-
ruption investigations, which often reveal the lavish 
lifestyles of Russia’s elite and attract millions of views 
online. He is the latest in a long line of Kremlin critics 
who have fallen seriously ill or died in apparent poi-
sonings. The director of the Anti-Corruption 
Foundation that Navalny founded, Ivan Zhdanov, con-
firmed on social media that the organisation was 
“continuing its work”. 

Many supporters expressed relief he was going for 
treatment outside Russia. “I feel as relieved now as if 
terrorists had freed a hostage after long negotia-
tions,” fellow opposition politician Ilya Yashin tweet-
ed, criticising the delay in Navalny’s departure. “I 
want to believe that this wasted time won’t cost Alexei 
his life.” —AFP 

Kremlin critic  
Navalny ‘stable’...
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size of the find was less than half of that suggest-

ed in initial reports. Analysts were also wary of 
overplaying the discovery’s significance, pointing 
out that deep sea drilling is expensive and takes 
time.  

“There are reasons to be cautious,” said Jason 
Tuvey, senior emerging markets economist at 
Capital Economics. “For one thing, it will take time 
for the necessary infrastructure to be put in place 
before the gas can be extracted,” he said in a 
research note. Tuvey added “the boost to Turkey’s 
external position may only be temporary”. Ozgur 
Unluhisarcikli, Ankara director of the German 
Marshall Fund, tweeted the discovery was “not bad 
at all (but) not a game changer either.” The volume 
of gas announced by Erdogan would cover Turkey’s 
total natural gas needs for six years, at current con-
sumption rates. 

Turkish Finance Minister and Erdogan’s son-in-
law, Berat Albayrak, speaking aboard the Fatih, said 
the discovery and future potential finds could 
reduce Turkey’s import-heavy trade balance by cut-
ting its high energy import bill. Turkey’s energy 
import bill corresponded to two percent of total 
economic output last year, according to Capital 
Economics, with most purchases coming from 
Russia, Iran and Iraq. Turkey’s Energy Market 
Regulatory Authority said in January the country’s 
annual cost of energy imports was between $12 bil-
lion and $13 billion. 

This month, Erdogan ordered the resumption of 
controversial energy exploration off the southern 

coast close to a Greek island in disputed eastern 
Mediterranean waters. The issue has put Turkey on 
a collision course with Greece, Cyprus and the 
European Union, and exacerbated tensions with 
France, which has stepped up its military presence 
in the region. 

But Erdogan showed no sign of yielding to 
the EU’s repeated call to immediately end the 
eastern Mediterranean search. “We will acceler-
ate our activities in the Mediterranean with the 
deployment by the end of the year of (drilling 
ship) Kanuni, which is currently under mainte-
nance,” he said. “God willing we expect similar 
good news,” Erdogan added. Turkey dispatched 
the seismic research ship Oruc Reis accompa-
nied by warships to the region on August 10, 
angering Greece who said the move threatened 
peace. —Agencies 

Turkey makes  
biggest gas find...
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observe “an immediate ceasefire and the cessa-

tion of all fighting”. Both leaders called for the 
resumption of the production and export of oil, a 
cornerstone of Libya’s wealth. 

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, who 
backs Haftar and had threatened to deploy troops in 
neighboring Libya, said he supported the ceasefire 
declarations. “I welcome statements by Libya’s 
presidential council and the House of 
Representatives calling for a ceasefire,” Sisi said in 
a tweet. Libya’s former colonial power Italy also 
welcomed the move, as did France, Germany, the 
Arab League, Qatar and Jordan. 

“The announcement of the ceasefire in Libya is 
an important step in the relaunching of a political 
process that will promote the stability of the coun-
try and the welfare of the people,” Italian Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte said. The French foreign 
ministry said the ceasefire announcements “must be 
realized on the ground” and called for an end to all 
foreign interference in Libya. 

Sarraj said a ceasefire would allow the creation 
of “demilitarized zones” in Sirte, the gateway to 
Libya’s eastern oil fields and export terminals, and 
the Al-Jufra region, currently under the control of 
pro-Haftar forces. Saleh did not mention the demili-
tarization zones, but proposed the installation of a 
new government in Sirte. Libya’s National Oil 
Corporation (NOC) also welcomed Friday’s 
announcement. 

Libya sits atop Africa’s largest proven crude oil 
reserves, and earnings from its lucrative oil fields 
have been a source of intense disagreement 
between the two sides, including a months-long 
blockade of oil terminals. “NOC reiterates its call 
for all oil facilities to be freed from military occupa-
tion to ensure the security and safety of its work-
ers,” the state oil producer said in a statement. 
“Once this has been done, NOC should be able to... 
re-commence oil export operations.” 

International pressure has sought to bring 
Libya’s rival leaders to an agreement several times 
in past years, but has failed to secure a lasting 
peace. Analyst Jalel Harchaoui, research fellow at 
The Hague-based Clingendael Institute, said there 
was a long road ahead before peace. “The question 
is, is this announcement fully achievable? In all like-
lihood, implementation will be difficult,” said 
Harchaoui, noting the multiple regional forces who 
could act as spoilers of a deal. — AFP 

Warring Libya 
rivals announce 

By Ben Garcia 
 
KUWAIT: Workers from various countries in Africa 
and South Asia have been left without electricity and 
water at their camp in Mahboula for two months 
now. The spokesman of the group, Chengetai, a 45-
year-old Zimbabwean, claimed their management 
abandoned them since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“For the last six months, we don’t have a salary - we 
are surviving on donations. We have a Kuwaiti spon-
sor but he is not involved in the operation. Our actual 
employer is a Singaporean who left before the lock-
down. So we are abandoned, literally. We staged a sit-
in protest in June and they promised us to pay our 
salaries, but it was only a promise. The sponsor did not 
deliver on his promise, maybe because he is not 
involved directly in our company,” Chengetai said. 

“Since March, he has given us only KD 800, which 
we divided among 136 workers from various countries, 
so barely KD 6 in the last six months, meaning we only 
got KD 1 per month! In this company, the majority of 
us are from Zimbabwe - 51 - and 29 from 
Mozambique, with the rest from India, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka,” he said. 

“We are destitute here and want to go back home 
to our countries, but we need our money. We need to 
help our families survive too. One of our colleagues 
died of COVID, some are sick, but we are trying to 
survive. Some of our fellow workers have no iqamas 
too,” Chengetai said. 

He said harassment by the building’s haris started in 

April, when the building owner cut their electricity and 
water to force them to leave the building. “After some 
negotiations, they reinstated the electricity and water, 
but they continue to pressure us. Now they cut it once 
in a while - in June they completely stopped the water, 
while electricity is cut erratically to pressure us to 
leave the building. Some of us are forced to sleep in 
the corridors to get fresh air in the middle of the night. 
This is a terrible situation for us and I hope the gov-
ernment and our respective embassies help us,” he 
said. 

The men mostly work at a division at KOC under a 

subcontracted company to dispose explosive devices 
and ordnance. However, there are drivers, machine 
operators and others who have been working in the 
company for years. 

According to Chengetai, the embassies of 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique were earlier informed 
about their situation, but little has been done for them. 
“We are very sad and some of us have been experi-
encing medical problems because of stress and anxi-
ety. But we want to get our salaries before we go back 
to our countries. How can we start a life back in our 
countries without money in our pockets,” he asked. 

Kuwait Times had reported their predicament in 
June when Mahboula was under lockdown. An esti-
mated half a million expat workers lost their jobs and 
many did not receive salaries as their companies 
closed down during the pandemic. “We understand 
we are all in a dire situation, but be kind to us too - 
we are all human. How can we live without water and 
electricity in the middle of summer,” Chengetai 
demanded. The workers are appealing to authorities 
to assist them to recover their unpaid salaries and 
provide them with plane tickets to return to their 
respective countries.

136 workers in 
Mahboula 
‘abandoned’ by 
employer

KUWAIT: Pictures provided by the workers showing mattresses they say some of them placed in the corridors to be able to sleep after electricity was cut from their 
apartments.

In this file photo taken and released by the Turkish 
Defence Ministry on July 9, 2019 shows a Turkish 
Navy warship patroling next to Turkey's drilling ship 
"Fatih" dispatched towards the eastern 
Mediterranean near Cyprus. — AFP


