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GENEVA: The world should be able to rein in the
coronavirus pandemic in less than two years, the
World Health Organization said, as millions of
Lebanese wearily entered a new lockdown follow-
ing a spike in coronavirus infections. Western
Europe was also enduring the kind of infection lev-
els not seen in many months, particularly in
Germany, France, Spain and Italy-sparking fears of
a full-fledged second wave.

In the Spanish capital Madrid, officials recom-
mended people in the most affected areas stay at
home to help curb the spread as the country regis-
tered more than 8,000 new cases in 24 hours. But
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus sought
to draw favorable comparisons with the notorious
flu pandemic of 1918. “We have a disadvantage of
globalization, closeness, connectedness, but an
advantage of better technology, so we hope to fin-
ish this pandemic before less than two years,”  he
told reporters.

By “utilizing the available tools to the maximum
and hoping that we can have additional tools like
vaccines, I think we can finish it in a shorter time
than the 1918 flu”, he said. With no usable vaccine
yet available, the most prominent tool governments
have at their disposal is to confine their populations.
Lebanon is the latest country to reintroduce severe
restrictions, beginning two weeks of measures on
Friday including nighttime curfews to tamp down a

rise in infections, which comes as the country is still
dealing with the shock from a huge explosion in the
capital Beirut that killed dozens earlier this month. 

“What now? On top of this disaster, a coron-
avirus catastrophe?” said 55-year-old Roxane
Moukarzel in Beirut. The capital’s streets largely
emptied of cars at the start of the curfew, but some
locals were unenthusiastic.
“There’s no point in this
lockdown,” said Samer
Harmoush, running along
the Beirut seafront. “Some
shops are complying com-
pletely, while others aren’t
at all.” Officials fear
Lebanon’s fragile health
system would struggle to
cope with a further spike
in COVID-19 cases,
especially after some hos-
pitals near the port were damaged in the explosion. 

‘We lead the world in deaths’ 
The Americas has borne the brunt of the virus in

health terms, accounting for more than half of the
world’s fatalities. “We lead the world in deaths,”
said Joe Biden while accepting the Democratic
nomination for the US presidential election late on
Thursday. He said he would implement a national

plan to fight the pandemic on his first day in office if
elected in November. “We’ll take the muzzle off our
experts so the public gets the information they need
and deserve-honest, unvarnished truth,” he said. 

Further south, Latin American countries were
counting the wider costs of the pandemic-the
region not only suffering the most deaths, but also

an expansion of criminal
activity and rising poverty. 

Without an effective
political reaction, “at a
regional level we can talk
about a regression of up
to 10 years in the levels of
multidimensional pover-
ty”, Luis Felipe Lopez-
Calva of the UN
Development Program
said. His warning came
after World Bank

President David Malpass said on Thursday that
the virus may have driven as many as 100 million
people back into extreme poverty.

‘No apres-ski’ 
Economies around the globe have been ravaged

by the pandemic, which has infected more than 22
million and killed nearly 800,000 since it emerged
in China late last year. New financial figures laid

bear the huge cost of the pandemic in Britain,
where government debt soared past £2 trillion ($2.6
trillion) for the first time in the UK after a massive
program of state borrowing for furlough schemes
and other measures designed to prop up the econ-
omy. “Without that support things would have been
far worse,” said finance minister Rishi Sunak.

Even Germany, famed for its financial prudence,
was waking up to a new reality with Finance
Minister Olaf Scholz conceding his country would
need to continue borrowing at a high level next
year to deal with the virus fallout. Western
European politicians are also beginning to ramp up
restrictions to tackle infections that are rising to
levels not seen for months. While Spain has
responded with confinement measures and
Germany with updated travel guidelines, the UK is
now watching clusters in northern England and
suggesting some towns could soon face lockdown. 

“To prevent a second peak and keep Covid-19
under control, we need robust, targeted interven-
tion where we see a spike in cases,” said health sec-
retary Matt Hancock in a statement. Irish politi-
cians, meanwhile, fell foul of their own updated
rules this week. Two politicians resigned after
attending a restrictions-busting anniversary dinner
of parliament’s own golf society that involved more
than 80 guests, including lawmakers and a supreme
court judge.  — AFP 

WHO sees virus over in two years 
LIMA: Relatives carry the coffin of a suspected COVID-19 victim at the Nueva Esperanza cemetery, one of the largest in Latin America, on the southern outskirts of Lima. — AFP 

Millions of Lebanese wearily enter a new lockdown

Western Europe 
enduring new 

infection levels

UAE, Israel: 5
areas of ‘shared
interest’
DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates
and Israel are gearing up to open their
doors for business after the surprise
announcement they will normalize
relations. Here are five key areas
expected to bring the economies of the
two countries closer:

Research
Even before the deal was

announced last week, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his
country was collaborating with the
UAE on ways to combat the coron-
avirus pandemic. Research in various
fields - including medicine, disease and
fertilizers - is important for both coun-
tries. Last month, before the agree-
ment, two Israeli companies signed a
deal with an Emirati firm to collaborate
on the development of a non-invasive
coronavirus screening test.

Another collaboration on coron-
avirus research between firms from the
two countries was signed on Sunday,
days after the deal was announced. “It
seems as if the immediate priority will
be cooperation on research and devel-
opment to combat COVID-19,” said
Kristian Ulrichsen, from Rice
University’s Baker Institute in the
United States. “This could be a popular
way of normalizing people, both in
Israel and the UAE, to the idea that
coordination on such an urgent issue is
in the greater good of both countries.”

Tech and startups 
Israel’s high-tech sector — an

industry that has earned it the nick-
name “start-up nation” - makes up
more than 40 percent of the country’s

exports, according to the economy
ministry. The UAE, especially the glitzy
emirate of Dubai, attracts such compa-
nies because of its accommodating
environment, with government support
and investment. More than a third of
start-ups in the Middle East and North
Africa are reported to be based in the
UAE, which seeks to be a powerhouse
in the technology sector.

Smart farming
In 2016, Israel exported $9.1 billion

(7.6 billion euros) worth of agriculture
technology products, according to the
agriculture ministry. The UAE, with a
population of over nine million people
from all over the world, has seen its
food needs grow and diversify. But
with little arable land and extreme tem-
peratures, it wants to overcome its
dependence on food imports. “There
are opportunities in medical and agri-
cultural technologies, and scope for
coordination in startups and innovation
policy,” said Ulrichsen. Collaboration in
agriculture could “later make it easier
to expand the scope of cooperation

into more overtly political and diplo-
matic arenas”, he added.

Desalination
Israel has world-leading desalina-

tion firms, including IDE Technologies,
which has 400 plants in 40 countries.
The arid UAE is dependent on desali-
nated water. The amount of desalinated
water used in the Gulf country is about
3,688 million cubic meters a year, but
is expected to increase to 5,806 million
cubic meters in 2025.

Security and surveillance 
Israel is home to several leading

surveillance companies, including spy-
ware firm NSO Group, which devel-
oped the sophisticated eavesdropping
Pegasus tool. British watchdog Privacy
International reports that, as of 2016,
there were some 27 surveillance firms
headquartered in Israel. The UAE is
also base for security, surveillance and
data analysis companies. It has set up
a formidable network of cameras as
part of its “Falcon Eye” security moni-
toring system. — AFP 

Branded ‘a traitor’
Dahlan in crosshairs
over UAE deal
JERUSALEM: Branded “a traitor” in street
protests, exiled Palestinian dissident
Mohammed Dahlan is being marked out as a
behind-the-scenes architect of the Israel-
UAE deal that has provoked fury back home.
He serves as an adviser to one of the Middle
East’s most powerful men, Abu Dhabi’s crown
prince and effective leader of the United Arab
Emirates, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan, otherwise known as MBZ.

On August 13, US President Donald Trump
made an out-of-the-blue announcement of an
accord between MBZ and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to normalize
ties between their countries. The next day,
angry protesters in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip trampled and torched portraits of
Trump, Sheikh Mohammed and Netanyahu.

The picture of “traitor” Dahlan, who is no
stranger to controversy, has suffered the
same fate in the West Bank city of Ramallah.
Now aged 58, Dahlan served as security
chief in Gaza but fell out with his comrades in
president Mahmud Abbas’s Fatah party when
it was driven out by Hamas in 2007. Four
years on, he was kicked off Fatah’s central
committee on charges of “subversion”. After
security forces raided his home, it was clearly
time to pack and leave. He travelled and has
settled in Abu Dhabi.

The rival factions of the Palestinian leader-
ship, Fatah and Hamas, have both condemned
the agreement as a “betrayal” of their people’s
aspirations to an independent state. And they
see Dahlan’s hand behind the UAE becoming
the first Arab country in a quarter century,
since Jordan in 1994, to normalize ties with the
Jewish state. “We’re sure he was an accom-
plice and the sponsor of this normalization,” is
the firm view of Adnan al-Dumairi, spokesman
of the security services in Ramallah. A source
close to Hamas said they agreed.

Role in deal ‘irrelevant’
On the other side of the argument, a for-

mer head of Israel’s Shin Bet domestic intelli-
gence service, Yaakov Peri, said Dahlan had
not been the driving force. He has known
Dahlan ever since the time they coordinated
on security issues in Gaza and the two men
have stayed in contact, on personal terms. “In
Abu Dhabi, he has become very, very close to
the ruler as economic adviser, one who
knows Israel quite well,” Peri said. 

But “those who are blaming Dahlan for the
agreement with the Emirates are not really
saying something which is true,” he said,
although the exile had met with “many
Israelis” on visits to Abu Dhabi prior to the
deal. In the West Bank political capital of
Ramallah, where Fatah leader Abbas is based,
Dahlan is still regarded as “the enemy”,
allegedly as part of a failed coup against the
president, said Peri.

“Abu Mazen decided he wants to get rid
of him, meaning to kill him or not to let him
come back to the arena, to the Palestinian
arena in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,” he
said, using Abbas’s nom-de-guerre. If Dahlan
is planning to return with the ambition of
succeeding 84-year-old Abbas, “the least you
can say is that he’s not welcome”, said Peri.
Over the past decade, many of Dahlan’s sup-
porters have followed his example and left
the Palestinian territories. Dimitri Diliani, a
senior Fatah member, said that Dahlan still
has supporters on the ground, but they do
not go public. — AFP 

Palestinian senior Fatah official 
Mohammed Dahlan

TAEZ: Demonstrators chant slogans with signs depicting Jerusalem’s Dome of
the Rock and flags of Palestine during a protest in Yemen’s third city of Taez
against the US-brokered deal between the United Arab Emirates and Israel to
normalize relations. — AFP 


