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Why do ‘non-lethal’ 
weapons maim and 
kill protesters?
NICOSIA: Riot police from Beirut and Baghdad
to Hong Kong and Minsk often use so-called
“non-lethal” weapons for crowd control-so why
do protesters keep dying and being maimed? As
street protests worldwide have multiplied, rights
groups have sounded the alarm about tear gas,
rubber bullets, stun guns and other anti-riot
weapons causing serious wounds and fatalities.

Law enforcement use them to avoid firing live
munitions at violent protesters who may attack
them, hurl rocks, bottles and Molotov cocktails,
start fires or try to blind them with laser point-
ers. But malicious and excessive use, often but
not only in authoritarian states, has long since
earned riot control tools the official designation
of “less-lethal weapons”. The arsenal also
includes truncheons, shields and restraints,
chemical irritants, electric shock devices, baton
rounds, flash-bang grenades, water cannon and
high-decibel acoustic devices.

Police forces “have at their disposal a dizzy-
ing array of weapons and kit that, while known
as ‘less-lethal’, can cause serious injury or even
death”, says an Amnesty International report.
“Some of the equipment we’ve surveyed is wor-
thy of a torture chamber and should be banned
outright,” said the group’s specialist Marek
Marczynski in a 2015 report on the subject. In
Iraq, which has been torn by repeat anti-gov-
ernment protests since last year, dozens of pro-
testers have been killed by tear-gas canisters
fired directly at them.

They have died of blunt force trauma to their
eye sockets, skulls and chests as security forces
have shot the grenades in flat, not upward, tra-
jectories and at close range. Amnesty document-
ed that several such deaths were caused by mili-
tary-grade tear gas and smoke grenades made in
Serbia and Iran that are about 10 times heavier
than standard-issue canisters. “This has had dev-
astating results, in multiple cases piercing the
victims’ skulls, resulting in gruesome wounds and
death after the grenades embed inside their
heads,” said Amnesty’s Lynn Maalouf.

‘Excessive use of force’ 
Human Rights Watch reported similar severe

injuries in the protests that shook Beirut in the
aftermath of the massive August 4 explosion that
leveled parts of the Lebanese capital and killed
more than 180 people. HRW said it observed
“security forces fire a tear-gas canister directly
at a protester’s head, in violation of international
standards, severely injuring him”. Security forces
were also beating demonstrators with clubs and
“firing rubber bullets and birdshot pellets indis-
criminately”, it said in a blog posting.

Amnesty said it had “monitored the largely
peaceful protests on 8 August where tear gas,
rubber bullets and pump-action pellets were
fired recklessly into crowds”. Deaths have also
been caused elsewhere by so-called kinetic
impact rounds, such as plastic and rubber bul-
lets, first used by the British army in Northern
Ireland 50 years ago. Protesters have lost eyes
to them in the French yellow-vest demonstra-
tions, Palestinian anti-Israel protests and in the
unrest that followed the George Floyd killing in
the United States.

The force of such munitions, designed to
bounce off the ground and hit people’s legs, can
break bones, tear vessels and cause internal
bleeding when fired directly at them. — AFP

WASHINGTON: After being accused by
Democrats of being a chaotic and dishonest leader,
President Donald Trump countered on Friday that
Democrats, not he, would bring chaos to the United
States if Joe Biden wins the White House in
November. “If our opponents prevail no one will be
safe in our country,” Trump told conservative
activists in his first speech since the Democratic
National Convention ended late on Thursday. “I’m
the only thing standing between the American
dream and total anarchy, madness and chaos,”
Trump said.

In a preview of what Republicans will argue at
their own convention next week, Trump hammered
at the law-and-order theme he has embraced in
response to anti-racism and police brutality
protests in US cities including Portland, Oregon. He
said police had been weakened in “Democrat-run”
cities and cited a spike in murders in Chicago,
Minneapolis, New York and Philadelphia. He urged
Americans to turn back “radical left socialists and
Marxists.” He called protesters in Portland “crazy.”

“So the future of our country and indeed our civ-
ilization is at stake on Nov 3,” he said in the speech
in Arlington, Virginia, to the 2020 Council for
National Policy. Biden and his running mate, US
Senator Kamala Harris, accepted their party’s nomi-
nation at the four-day Democratic convention,
where speaker after speaker characterized Trump’s
four years in office as chaotic. The convention, held
virtually because of the coronavirus pandemic,
showcased scathing criticism of Trump’s character
and his handling of the health crisis, in which more
than 170,000 people in the United States have died.

Democrats sought to present a diverse, united
front with the integrity and faith they said Trump

lacks. Biden opened his acceptance speech on
Thursday night by saying, “The current president
has cloaked America in darkness for much too long.
Too much anger. Too much fear. Too much divi-
sion.” In his speech on Friday, Trump called it “the

darkest and angriest and gloomiest convention in
American history.”

He also suggested, without providing an expla-
nation or evidence, that the Democratic speaker of
the House of Representatives could become presi-
dent if the results of the Nov 3 election were not
clear by the end of the year. “I don’t think you’ll
know two weeks later. I don’t think you’ll know four
weeks later,” he said. “There’s a theory that if you
don’t have it by the end of the year, crazy Nancy
Pelosi would become president,” he said. Trump has
sought to cast early doubt on the integrity of the
election, and bringing up Pelosi, who is deeply
unpopular with many Republicans, appeared aimed
at motivating his base to vote.

Economy and law & order
Vice President Mike Pence, who gave a round

of television interviews on Friday morning, out-
lined what he said would be the thrust of their
four-day convention starting on Monday, appro-
priating a line from Biden’s speech that character,
decency, science and democracy “are all on the
ballot.” “The economy is on the ballot. Law and
order is on the ballot, and the American people
know it,” Pence said.

Pence deflected criticism over the coronavirus
response. “We lost 22 million jobs in the course of

this coronavirus pandemic. But because of the solid
foundation that President Trump poured of less
taxes, less regulation, more American energy, more
free and fair trade, we’ve seen 9 million Americans
already go back to work,” Pence told CBS “This
Morning.” Biden’s vice presidential selection of
Harris confirmed that the Democratic Party had
been taken over by “the radical left,” Pence told
Fox Business Network, describing her as a
“California liberal.” — Reuters

Biden vows to end US ‘darkness,’ accepts democratic nomination

Battered by Democrats, Trump fires back 
against ‘total anarchy, madness, chaos’

‘The bogeyman gone’: 
‘Golden State Killer’ 
sentenced to life 
SACRAMENTO: A former California police officer
who lived a double life as the “Golden State Killer”
was sentenced to life in prison on Friday for a string
of 1970s and ‘80s murders and rapes that were
solved through the use of public genealogy web-
sites. A Sacramento County judge granted prosecu-
tors’ request that Joseph James DeAngelo, 74, serve
life in prison without the possibility of parole fol-
lowing emotional statements from victims or their
family members in open court.

A seemingly frail DeAngelo showed no emotion
during the nearly two-hour sentencing, held in a
makeshift courtroom inside a ballroom at
Sacramento State University so that victims and
family members could spread out amid the coron-
avirus pandemic. When given the opportunity to
speak, DeAngelo rose from a wheelchair, took off a
mask, looked around at surviving victims and rela-

tives of those he murdered and said: “I’ve listened
to all your statements. Each one of them. And I’m
really sorry to everyone I’ve hurt.”

Prosecutors afterward said they did not think
DeAngelo’s apology was sincere. They also showed
video of him in his jail cell, climbing on a desk and
standing on one leg while cleaning, which they said

proved he did not need to use a wheelchair. In June,
DeAngelo confessed to 13 murders and 13 rape-
related charges for crimes carried out between 1975
and 1986 as part of a plea deal with prosecutors
sparing him from a potential death sentence.

DeAngelo, whom a prosecutor on Friday called a
bogeyman who haunted California for decades, also
publicly admitted to dozens more rapes for which
the statute of limitations had expired. Prosecutors
said he invaded 120 homes across 11 counties dur-
ing his crime spree, initially identified with a series
of rapes and murders around the state capital of
Sacramento. The identity of the Golden State Killer
remained a mystery, his crimes unsolved, for
decades until DeAngelo’s arrest in Sacramento
County on April 24, 2018.

Investigators tied DeAngelo to the crimes using a
then-novel technique of tracing him through family
DNA from commercial genealogy websites.
Sacramento County District Attorney Anne Marie
Schubert pushed for decades to find a way to solve
the cold case that shook the state and region.
DeAngelo’s crimes, she said, had traumatized gener-
ations in the capital region. “For folks in Sacramento
that lived through this, I hope you open the windows
tonight and feel the breeze,” she said. — Reuters

California’s fires
spread, fouling air
and spurring 
evacuations
LOS ANGELES: Thick smoke blanketed large
areas of central and northern California on Friday
as more people fled some of the biggest fires in the
state’s history which have raged largely uncon-
trolled through the week. One of the largest group
of fires, dubbed the LNU Lightning Complex, has
scorched nearly 220,000 acres, burned nearly 500
structures and forced the evacuation of tens of
thousands of people.

By midday Friday, the fire, which erupted on
Monday and is now the 10th largest in the state’s
history, was just seven percent contained. Some of
the fires in that complex threatened wineries in the
famed Napa and Sonoma regions which are still
reeling from similar deadly blazes in recent years.
Officials said five deaths have been linked to the lat-
est fires, ignited by more than 12,000 lightning
strikes. Four bodies were recovered on Thursday,
including three from a burned house in a rural area
of Napa County. Fire officials said lightning strikes
had ignited 560 fires in the past week, the largest of

which are the LNU, the SCU and CZU complex fires
in the Bay Area. Daniel Berlant, Cal Fire’s assistant
deputy director, said although firefighters had made
progress in the last 24 hours, ongoing triple-digit
temperatures and bone dry conditions were not
helping. He added that although temperatures were
expected to cool slightly at the weekend, there is
the potential of more dry lightning as early as
Sunday evening.

“We could again experience a lightning storm so
that has us remaining on high alert,” Berlant said.
About 119,000 people have been evacuated, with
many struggling to find shelter and hesitating to go
to centers set up by authorities because of coron-
avirus risks. Some in San Mateo and Santa Cruz
Counties, south of San Francisco, opted to sleep in
trailers in parking lots or on beaches along the
Pacific Ocean as they fled the CZU Lightning
Complex, the seventh largest fire in the state’s histo-
ry. Tourists in Santa Cruz County were urged to
leave to free up accommodations for people fleeing
the blazes. Governor Gavin Newsom told reporters
in an update Friday that most of the fires are burn-
ing in unpopulated areas and statewide have
chewed through some 771,000 acres — an area the
size of the state of Rhode Island. He also walked
back his criticism of President Donald Trump from
Thursday. Newsom had taken aim at the US leader
in a pre-taped speech to the Democratic National
Convention, saying Trump had threatened to pull
California’s funding for wildfire suppression for
alleged poor forest management.  — AFP

Thousands celebrate
Mali leader’s ouster;
diplomatic pressure
builds after coup
BAMAKO: Thousands of Malians took to the streets
of the capital Bamako on Friday to celebrate the
military ouster of President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita,
as West African envoys prepared to join diplomatic
pressure to resolve the crisis triggered by the coup.
Rebel soldiers seized Keita and other leaders after a
mutiny on Tuesday at Kati, a military base outside
the capital, dealing another deep blow to a country
already struggling with an Islamist insurgency and
wide public discontent over its government.

Keita’s ouster was met with celebration in the
capital on Friday, as thousands gathered in
Bamako’s central square draped in the national flag
and blasting on vuvuzela horns. The rally, originally
organised as an anti-Keita protest staged by a loose
coalition that has lead months of mass rallies against
him, was recast to “celebrate the victory of the
Malian people”. “I am overjoyed! We won,” said
Mariam Cisse, 38. Speaking at the rally Ismael
Wague, spokesman for the new junta, paid tribute
to the public. “We merely completed the work that
you began and we recognize ourselves in your
fight,” he said.

High-level ECOWAS delegation 
The West African bloc ECOWAS will send

envoys to Mali on Saturday, the new junta said, after
it gave the UN access to the ousted president and
released two other leaders held in the dramatic
rebellion that has drawn widespread international
condemnation. The delegation to Bamako will be led
by former Nigerian president Goodluck Jonathan, an
ECOWAS source said, describing the trip as aiming
“to help the search for solutions”. He will be joined
by the president of the ECOWAS Commission, Jean-
Claude Kassi Brou, and Niger’s foreign minister,
Kalla Ankourao. A junta official told AFP that the
envoys would be received “with pleasure... it is
important to talk to our brothers.” ECOWAS-the 15-
nation Economic Community of West African
States-on Thursday announced it would dispatch a
high-level delegation “to ensure the immediate
return of constitutional order”. ECOWAS has
demanded Keita be restored as president and blunt-
ly warned the junta that they bore “responsibility for
the safety and security” of the detainees. — AFP

SACRAMENTO: Defendant Joseph James DeAngelo
looks on in the courtroom during the third day of vic-
tim impact statements at the Gordon D Schaber
Sacramento County Courthouse in Sacramento,
California. — AFP 

CALIFORNIA: Photo shows a large area covered in thick smoke from the CZU Lightning Complex
Wildfire burning in the Santa Cruz mountains, near Santa Cruz, California. — AFP 

WILMINGTON: Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden, his wife Dr Jill Biden, Democratic Vice
Presidential nominee Kamala Harris and her husband Douglas Emhoff raise their arms on stage outside
the Chase Center after Biden delivered his acceptance speech. — AFP 
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much division


