
Canucks send Stanley
Cup champion Blues
crashing out of playoffs
LOS ANGELES: Five players scored and Jacob
Markstrom made 34 saves for the Vancouver
Canucks on Friday in a 6-2 victory that eliminated
the Stanley Cup champion St. Louis Blues from the
NHL playoffs.

The win in the league’s Western Conference hub
in Edmonton gave the Canucks a 4-2 victory in the
best-of-seven series and a second-round matchup
with the Vegas Golden Knights.

It’s the first time the Canucks have made it out of
the first round since 2011, when they lost to the
Boston Bruins in the Stanley Cup final.

In Toronto, the Philadelphia Flyers defeated the
Montreal Canadiens 3-2 to complete a 4-2 Eastern
Conference series win and line up a meeting with
the New York Islanders.

Blues goalie Jordan Binnington allowed four
goals on 18 shots before he was pulled in the sec-
ond period and replaced by Jake Allen, who made
five saves. Jay Beagle gave Vancouver a 1-0 lead
3:45 into the first period with a shot from the slot.
Antoine Roussel made it 2-0 at 2:09 of the second
after a turnover by Vince Dunn.

Troy Stecher’s one-timer extended the lead to 3-
0 at 6:49, and Brock Boeser beat Binnington short
side with a one-timer on the power play to make it
4-0 at 8:06.

Jaden Schwartz cut it to 4-1 at 6:32 of the third,
but Tyler Motte scored on a 2-on-1 to make it 5-1
at 13:19. Schwartz scored again at 18:38 with Allen

pulled for the extra skater to make it 5-2 before
Motte found the empty net to cap the scoring.

Philadelphia’s win over the Canadiens gave the
Flyers their first playoff series triumph since 2012.
Kevin Hayes had a goal and an assist for the Flyers,
who also had goals from Ivan Provorov and Michael
Raffl and 31 saves from goaltender Carter Hart.

“It’s great to get the first one out of the way but
we’re not done,” Provorov said. “We’re going to
continue to get better, continue to play our game
and go as far as we can.”

Nick Suzuki scored two goals for Montreal and
Carey Price made 14 saves. The Canadiens played
without forward Brendan Gallagher, who suffered a

broken jaw on a cross-check by Flyers defenseman
Matt Niskanen in game five on Wednesday.
Niskanen served a one-game suspension.

“Obviously it’s tough to replace a guy like
(Gallagher), you just can’t really do it, and I think
everybody stepped up,” Montreal captain Shea
Weber said. “The commitment was there, the effort
was there. They were just fortunate to get a couple
bounces early and we just couldn’t seem to find our
break.” Raffl’s goal at 4:26 of the second period
gave the Flyers a 3-1 lead. Suzuki got the Canadiens
within 3-2 at 6:05 with a sharply angled shot. But
Hart saved Montreal’s final 19 shots, including 13 in
the third period. — AFP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich can complete only the
second treble in their proud history by beating Paris
Saint Germain in today’s Champions League final to
underline their status as Germany’s super club.
Bayern have cruised to the Lisbon final, scoring 42
goals in their Champions League matches. 

In all competitions, they are on a 20-game win-
ning streak stretching back to early February. “FC
Bayern is a global football club that has an obliga-
tion to play at the top internationally. That is our
focus,” said Bayern board member Oliver Kahn.

Since the turn of the century, Bayern have made
the knock-out stages of the Champions League 19
times, reaching five finals and winning two of them,
in 2001 and 2013. In that time, they have won the
Bundesliga 15 times.

Bayern last failed to win the German league in
2011/12, when Jurgen Klopp led Dortmund to the
second of back-to-back titles. They responded in
2012/13 with the first treble in club history -
Bundesliga, German Cup and Champions League
titles - which they can repeat today.

Such is their grip on German football that
Dortmund, Bundesliga runners-up for the last two
seasons, have given up promising to end Bayern’s
domination. “We don’t have to say anything more
about Bayern Munich, because their opponents will
no longer be beaten but destroyed,” grumbled
Dortmund chief execurive Hans-Joachim Watzke in
the wake of the 8-2 quarter-final drubbing of
Barcelona.

Bayern are Germany’s richest club, with a
turnover for 2018/9 of 750.4 million euros ($883
million) and an operating profit of 146.1 million
euros. The 2020 Deloitte Football Money League
estimates that Bayern are the fourth richest club in

Europe, behind Barcelona, Real Madrid and
Manchester United.

Building revenue has been a central element of
club strategy under former president Uli Hoeness
and current chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge.
Hoeness, a former Bayern and Germany striker, was
at the helm for 40 years, interrupted by a brief stint
in jail after being convicted of tax fraud in 2013. 

He resisted selling stakes in the club to outside
investors. Main sponsors Audi, Adidas and Allianz,
all companies with their headquarters in Bavaria,
hold 8.33 percent each. The remaining 75 percent is
owned by club supporters.

Through a transfer policy of cherry-picking -
sometimes ruthlessly - from other German clubs
and adding affordable foreign imports, Bayern have
dominated the Bundesliga since the 1970s.

After Dortmund routed Bayern 5-2 in the 2012
German Cup final, the losers took note. Bayern
bought Dortmund’s rising star Mario Goetze in
2013. They then added the striker who scored a hat-
trick in the final Robert Lewandowski in 2014 and
centre back Mats Hummels in 2016, as their

Dortmund contracts expired. They have already
signed rising Germany stars goalkeeper Alexander
Nuebel, on a free transfer, from Schalke and Leroy
Sane from Manchester City for next season. Bayern
players are expected to show the same self-confi-
dence exuded in the club’s Bavarian motto ‘Mia San
Mia’, meaning “We are who we are”.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD 
Head coach Hansi Flick, another former Bayern

player, replaced Niko Kovac in November and has
brought order and clarity.  “What sets him apart is

his calm, level-headedness and his work with the
coaching team,” said Bayern captain Manuel Neuer.

“He showed that not only in the Bundesliga and
the Cup, but also in the Champions League.” Even
when the personnel change, Bayern roll on.
Rummenigge is grooming former club captain and
Germany goalkeeper Kahn as his replacement.

Former Adidas CEO Herbert Hainer has replaced
Hoeness as club president. Hoeness may be gone
but his presence will still be felt for years to come.
“I would be stupid if I didn’t get his advice from
time to time,” said Hainer. — AFP
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How Bayern Munich grew into 
super club of German football

Bayern have made knock-out stages of CL 19 times

LISBON: File photo shows Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Serge Gnabry (C) celebrates with Bayern
Munich’s German forward Thomas Mueller (2ndL) and Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert
Lewandowski after scoring a goal during the UEFA Champions League semi-final football match
between Lyon and Bayern Munich in Lisbon. — AFP
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Djokovic irked 
by exclusion of 
Pella, Dellien 
NEW YORK: World number one Novak
Djokovic is among the ATP players critical of
a decision to bar Guido Pella and Hugo
Del l ien from the re located Cincinnat i
Masters after their fitness trainer tested
posit ive for COVID-19, ESPN reported
Friday.

Three-time Grand Slam champion Andy
Murray of Britain also spoke out, saying
players hadn’t  been given clear enough
guidel ines for  such s i tuat ions . Neither
Argentina’s Pella or Bolivian Dellien has test-
ed positive for coronavirus since their fitness
trainer Juan Manuel Galvan tested positive
on Monday.

But officials from the tournament, which is
being held at Flushing Meadows in New
York as a warm-up for the US Open there,
consulted US Open medical staff and the
New York City Department of Health and
sent the pair into quarantine.

“On a Zoom call a few weeks ago we got
information from the chief medical doctor of
the USTA that if a player is not sharing a
room with his coach, or his physio, or anyone
from his team that is infected, and his (own)
results are negative, he can still compete in
the tournament,” ESPN quoted Djokovic as
saying in a video news conference with
reporters covering the event.

The Serb star said the call, attended by
dozens of ATP players, was supposed to
inform them of the health and safety proto-
cols and procedures that would apply over
the two-event period.

He said players asked multiple times about
the protocol if team members tested positive
“and that’s what was communicated to us.

“That’s why a lot of the players were —
are — upset, including myself, when I see
that Pell and Dellien are treated in this way.”

Djokovic did note that the advice given
was contrary to what was spelled out in a
waiver players competing in New York had
to sign — which said New York state health
officials would initiate contact tracing in the
event of a positive test.

USTA spokesman Chris Widmaier told
ESPN that  the  exc lus ion  o f  Pe l la  and
Dellien was in line with advice from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
which “defines close contact as spending
15  minutes  or  more  wi th in  s ix  fee t  o f
another individual.”

He said contact tracing confirmed that the
players had “multiple instances” of close
contact  without protect ive face masks.
“Simply put, the individuals in close contact
with the infected individual must quarantine
for 14 days. This is not a discretionary deci-
sion,” Widmaier said.

Murray said in his news conference that
those rules were not made clear to players.
“Some of the players were saying, ‘Well, I
wouldn’t  have come with a trainer or a
physio if I knew that was the case,’” he said.
“I’m not saying that it’s not the right deci-
sion, but the players were not clear as to
what the rules actually were.” — AFP

EDMONTON:  Troy Stecher #51 of the Vancouver Canucks (R) scores at 6:49 of the second period against
the St. Louis Blues in Game Six of the Western Conference First Round during the 2020 NHL Stanley Cup
Playoffs at Rogers Place in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. —AFP

Conte throws Inter 
future into doubt 
COLOGNE: Antonio Conte cast fresh doubt over
his position as Inter Milan coach saying the club
must examine their future “with or without me” after
Friday’s 3-2 Europa League final defeat to Sevilla.

“Now we’ll return to Milan, we’ll take a couple of
days off. We will meet, examine the season and
everything in a very calm way. We will try to plan
the future of Inter with our without me,” Conte, 51,
told Sky Sport. 

“It has been a very tough season from all points
of view, the best decision must be taken for the good
of Inter, with the utmost cordiality. “There is no
resentment, there are different points of view.

“For me it was a beautiful year, I thank those who
gave me the opportunity to have a wonderful expe-
rience.” Former Chelsea and Juventus boss Conte
took over as Inter Milan coach in May 2019.

The club finished second in Serie A, just one point

behind champions Juventus, and reached their first
European final in a decade. “I think I have given a lot
and received a lot, from this point of view I am very
happy,” added Conte.

“However, I did not like some situations I experi-
enced this year,” continued the former Italy coach. “I
also have a family and I have to understand if my
priority remains football, because there is a limit to
everything. I don’t want my private life to be affect-
ed too.”

Conte regretted the defeat against the Spanish
side who are “accustomed to winning” having won
the Europa League trophy six times. “The certainty
is that my lads worked hard, they grew up and got to
play the important competition final. For many it was
the first experience.”

Inter Milan president Steven Zhang insisted that
the season under Conte had made the club’s Chinese
owners “optimistic for the future”. “It hasn’t worked
now but we’ll try again next year,” Zhang said.

“The most important thing is to continue to grow,
because the future is bright. Conte and his technical
staff are doing a great job. As I said, we’ll rest for a
few days and plan for the future.” — AFP

Maguire in court 
over police ‘assault’
ATHENS: Manchester United captain Harry
Maguire will appear before a Greek prosecutor to
face charges of allegedly assaulting police on the
island of Mykonos, with his lawyer promising a
swift resolution.

“Everything is going well. Maguire denies the
charges. If all goes well, we’ll be done (today),”
Constantinos Darivas told Greek sports website
gazzetta.gr. Darivas added that the England centre-
back was in “fine condition” despite spending two
nights in detention since his Thursday night arrest.

Maguire will be taken before a prosecutor before
midday. The case is being heard on the island of
Syros, the administrative hub of the Cycladic island
group that includes Mykonos. The £80-million (88-
million-euro) defender was arrested early Friday
after what Greek police described as an “altercation”
between two groups of British tourists on Mykonos.

A Greek police statement on Friday said that three
men aged 27, 28 and 29 had been arrested in
Mykonos. Greek state agency ANA identified the
suspects as Maguire, his brother and a friend.

The police said an officer was punched on the
scene, and that a second fight had broken out at the
local police station where the three men “strenuously
resisted (arrest), pushing and striking three officers.”

One of the suspects then tried to bribe the officers
to hush up the incident, the police said. The suspects
are accused of assault, resisting arrest, verbally
insulting and threatening the arresting officers, and
attempted bribery, the police said.

Four Mykonos officers sustained slight injuries in
the fracas, the authorities said. Mykonos is popular
with sports stars and celebrities for its all-night nightlife
and beaches. United on Friday said in a brief statement
they were “aware of an alleged incident involving Harry
Maguire in Mykonos last night.” — AFP

Former Australia 
captain White 
hangs up pads
SYDNEY: Australian all-rounder Cameron White,
who captained his country seven times, has called
time on a professional career that spanned almost
20 years. The 37-year-old played four Tests, 91
ODIs and 47 Twenty20s while featuring for a host
of clubs, including Victoria, the Adelaide Strikers
and Melbourne Renegades at home.

In England, he had stints with Northamptonshire
and Somerset while enjoying time in the Indian

Premier League with the Deccan Chargers, Royal
Challengers Bangalore, and Sunrisers Hyderabad.
“I’ve definitely finished up playing, that’s for sure,”
White told cricket.com.au late Friday.

“I had a one-year playing contract with the
Strikers. I only played a handful of games with them
last year and in those games I would have needed to
play really well to get another deal. “To be totally
honest, I’m pretty content. I think my time is defi-
nitely up. I’ve had enough from a playing point of
view and I’m ready to focus on coaching.”

A destructive batsman and competent legspin-
ner, White was primarily a limited-overs specialist,
captaining Australia seven times in one-day and
T20 matches. His four Tests were all in India on a
2008 tour, but he took only five wickets and was
discarded. — AFP


