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COLOGNE: Sevilla boss Julen Lopetegui said he
does not look back at what might have been with
Spain and Real Madrid after leading the Spanish side
to a sixth Europa League title thanks to a 3-2 win
over Inter Milan in a thrilling final in Cologne.

Lopetegui was sacked as Spain boss days before
the start of the 2018 World Cup for accepting the
role as Madrid coach and then also fired by Real just
four months later. But in his first season in Seville, the
former Madrid and Barcelona goalkeeper has re-
stored his reputation with a fourth-placed finish in
La Liga and seeing off European giants Inter, Man-
chester United and Roma in the latter stages of the
Europa League.

“Fortunately I don’t look back,” said Lopetegui.
“I have the luck to be in a club that has given me
this chance to be with a real team with everything
that word means.” By contrast, Inter coach Antonio
Conte suggested his time in Milan might be over
after just one season despite finishing second in

Serie A and leading the Italians to a first European
final in 10 years.

“It is only right that we analyse the entire season,
look at everything in a very calm way and try to
plan the future of Inter, whether it’s with or without
me,” said Conte. “This year will always have a place
in my heart, it’s been such a strange year and ex-
hausting year. It’s been a worthwhile and incredible
experience.”

The outcome could have been very different had
match winner Diego Carlos been sent off inside
three minutes for hauling down Romelu Lukaku in
the area. Carlos was only shown a yellow card be-
fore Lukaku confidently slotted home his 34th goal
of the season to equal his idol Ronaldo’s record in
his first season at Inter, which ended in the club’s
last UEFA Cup win 1997/98.

Luuk De Jong has been far from that prolific in his
first season in Spain, but the Dutch international sud-
denly hit form at the right time as after scoring the

winner in the semi-final against United, he powered
home from Jesus Navas’s cross and then looped an-
other header into the far corner from Ever Banega’s
free-kick to turn the game around.

‘MADE FUN OF CONTE’S HAIR’ 
“I dedicate this to the Sevilla fans,” said De

Jong. “I got the feeling, even in the group stages,
how important this cup is for them and we knew if
we win this trophy if it also for them.” Sevilla’s lead
only lasted three minutes as Diego Godin’s bullet
header saw the Uruguayan become the first de-
fender to score in a Champions League and Europa
League final.

But the Uruguayan has now lost both after scor-
ing in Atletico Madrid’s defeat to Real Madrid in the
2014 Champions League final. Tempers flared to-
wards the end of a pulsating first-half with Conte
booked for an altercation with Banega after the Ar-
gentine reportedly made fun of his hair.

Inter were made to rue wasting the better op-
portunities in the second half as their nine-year tro-
phy drought continues. Lukaku had the best chance
as he raced through on goal 25 minutes from time,
but just as in the semi-final victory over United,
Sevilla goalkeeper Bono produced a vital save when
needed.

And like so many of their previous five Europa
League final victories, Sevilla conjured up a mo-
ment of magic allied with a slice of fortune they
needed to again take the trophy they call their own
back to southern Spain.

Inter failed to clear another Banega free-kick into
the box and Carlos more than made amends for some
of his heavy-handed defending with an overhead
kick that deflected in off the unfortunate Lukaku.

“We are very disappointed but we have to move
on,” said Inter captain Samir Handanovic. “We just
hope to play many other important games like this in
the future. The foundations are there.” — AFP

Sevilla win sixth Europa League
COLOGNE: Sevilla’s players celebrate with the trophy after winning the UEFA Europa League final football match Sevilla v Inter Milan, in Cologne, western Germany. — AFP

Sevilla edge Inter Milan in epic final 

Raptors rip Nets, 
Boston hold off 76ers 
for NBA playoff leads
MIAMI: The defending champions Toronto Raptors
pummelled the Brooklyn Nets while the Boston Celtics
had to claw past a determined Philadelphia on Friday,
both taking commanding 3-0 series leads in the NBA
playoffs.

Pascal Siakam scored 26 points, pulled down eight
rebounds and handed out five assists to lead the Rap-
tors to a 117-92 victory over the Nets. Toronto con-
nected on 50.5 percent of their shots from the field and
47.8 percent from three-point range.

Kyle Lowry came up just short of a triple-double
with 11 points, 10 rebounds and seven assists for a

Raptors team that can clinch a second round berth in
game four today. “We’re just taking it a possession at
a time,” Lowry said. “We can’t focus on anything else.
Closeout games are always the toughest. We know
they’re not going to lay down.”

Tyler Johnson led the Nets with 23 points, Caris
LeVert added 15 and Chris Chiozza chipped in 14 off
the bench, But as in Toronto’s game-one blowout win,
Brooklyn never led. The Celtics are also in control
against the 76ers, although they had to battle a strug-
gling but determined Philadelphia side to close out a
102-94 victory.

Kemba Walker scored 24 points and Jaylen Brown
added 21 as the Celtics withstood a 30-point, 13-re-
bound performance from Philadelphia big man Joel
Embiid in the NBA’s quarantine bubble in Orlando,
Florida. Josh Richardson and Shake Milton added 17
points apiece and Tobias Harris scored 15 with 15 re-
bounds for Philadelphia, who connected on just 29.5
percent of their shots from the floor but kept them-
selves in it with hustle.

The Sixers out-rebounded the Celtics 57-45 and
scored 20 second-chance points to Boston’s nine. “De-
fensively we did what we needed to do to win a game,”
Sixers coach Brett Brown said. “Offensively, the quan-
tity of misses is hard to overcome.”

Jayson Tatum added 15 points for  Boston, after av-
eraging 32.5 over the first two games. He was limited
by early foul trouble that saw him sit out all of the sec-
ond quarter. But Tatum came up with a key block of
Embiid that led to the go-ahead basket late in the
fourth quarter as Boston closed the game on a 10-0
scoring run. Brown said the Sixers are well aware that
no NBA team has rallied to win a playoff series after
trailing 0-3. Despite their dire situation, Embiid said he
was focused on winning game four on Sunday.

“I don’t want to be swept,” Embiid said. “I don’t
want that in my resume.” In Western Conference ac-
tion, the Utah Jazz cruised past the Denver Nuggets
124-87, taking a 2-1 series lead with their second
straight lopsided win.

And the Los Angeles Clippers beat the Dallas Mav-

ericks 130-122 to edge ahead 2-1 in their series. Utah’s
Mike Conley played his first playoff game in the bubble
after leaving for the birth of his son and then quaran-
tining for four days upon his return.

Conley made seven of eight three-point attempts
on the way to 27 points, leading three Jazz starters with
20 or more. Rudy Gobert added 24 points and 14 re-
bounds and Donovan Mitchell added 20 points and
four rebounds. All got plenty of rest as well, sitting out
much of the fourth quarter with the game well in hand.

Kawhi Leonard scored 36 points and grabbed nine
rebounds, leading seven Clippers players to score in
double figures. “I thought his playmaking was incred-
ible tonight,” Clippers coach Doc Rivers said of
Leonard. “Obviously his scoring, his defense, but his
playmaking sets a tone for everybody else.” Leonard
said he “just tried to be aggressive” as the Clippers
bounced back from a game two defeat. “The whole
team is being aggressive,” he said. “They’re helping me
get easy shots. “When you pass the ball they’re making
it, and that’s how you get assists.” — AFP


