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Kuwait’s Deputy Amir gets call from 
Bahraini King inquiring about Amir

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy 
Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
yesterday a call from Bahraini King 
Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa who inquired 
about the health condition of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. King Hamad 
prayed to Allah Almighty to bless His 
Highness the Amir with rapid recovery. 
His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince thanked King Hamad for 
his prayers, and said his phone call 
reflected the “historic and deep” rela-
tions between the two countries, wish-
ing him good health and for Bahrain fur-
ther progress and prosperity under his 
leadership. 

His Highness Sheikh Nawaf had also 
received a cable on Sunday from 
Sudan’s Transitional Military Council 
Deputy Head Lt Gen Mohammad 
Hamdan Dagalo, who inquired about the 
health of His Highness the Amir, wishing 
him life-long health and wellbeing. His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince expressed gratitude for the sin-
cere gesture and, in turn, wished the 
Sudanese official health and wellbeing. 

 
‘Necessary and warranted’ 

In other news, National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince’s call to “reorder” politics in the 
country is “necessary and warranted,” 

describing his earlier address as firm 
and clear. In his assessment of the 
address, the parliament chief said in a 
press statement that His Highness 
Sheikh Nawaf shed light on a couple of 
aspects, when highlighting corruption 
in the country. These include “the need 
to tackle corruption, that nobody is 
above the law - even members of the 
Ruling Family - and that the matter has 
gained his own personal interest and 
observation.” 

The other being “not to use these 
irregular acts as a reason and a means 
to spread a culture of frustration and 
portray Kuwait as a ‘hub for corruption,’ 
as described by His Highness (the 
Deputy Amir),” Ghanem added. “His 

Highness, while stressing the need to 
fight corruption and obtain fair punish-
ment for the corrupt, stressed his con-
demnation of what he called, the heresy 
of leaks and manifestations of tampering 
and spreading an atmosphere of discord 
and harming the nation,” Ghanem said. 
His Highness the Deputy Amir was also 
keen to reiterate the words of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who repeat-
edly warned of the dangers some social 
media rumors, in their deviation of the 
truth and aim to spread an atmosphere 
of sedition and launch baseless accusa-
tions. He also warned against being 
drawn in to such an atmosphere, the 
chief lawmaker concluded. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait announced yes-
terday it registered three deaths 
that resulted from the novel coron-
avirus, while 432 people tested pos-
itive for the virus in the past 24 
hours. Ministry of Health 
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad 
said that total deaths reached 518, 
and the tally of registered cases 
topped 80,960. He said cases in 
health zones were: 150 in Ahmadi, 
83 in Farwaniya, 80 in Jahra, 60 in 
the Capital and 59 in Hawally. The 
health ministry announced earlier 
yesterday that 618 people recov-

ered from the virus, raising the total 
number of recovered patients to 
72,925. 

Dr Sanad said 99 patients were 
receiving treatment in intensive 
care units, while a total of 7,517 
people were receiving medical care 
in the past 24 hours. Health care 
workers conducted 3,056 swab 
tests in the same period, said Dr 
Sanad, raising total tests since the 
outbreak of the disease to 590,623. 
He urged the public to abide by 
health preventive measures includ-
ing social distancing. — KUNA

Kuwait registers three 
deaths, 432 COVID-19 cases

KUWAIT: Gyms and shops’ adherence to health 
guidelines set to prevent the spread of the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) is at about 80 percent 
nationwide, said chief of Kuwait’s municipality yes-
terday. Speaking to the press while inspecting sev-
eral establishments in Sharq, Director General of 
Kuwait Municipality Ahmad Al-Manfouhi indicated 
that the municipality was keen on following up 
health guidelines throughout the country to posi-
tively participate in the national fight against 
COVID-19. Measures such as temperature checks 
in addition to distributing gloves and sanitizers for 
clients as well as employees were among the few 
easy steps that will contribute majorly to curb the 
spread of the virus, he affirmed. He added that since 
the cabinet approved the fourth phase of the 
national plan to bring back normalcy, the municipal-
ity and its teams were working vigorously to imple-
ment the steps included in the strategy. Manfouhi 
revealed that the municipality was working with 
health ministry teams to ensure that commercial 
establishments were carrying on their part in pre-
venting COVID-19 spreading, stressing that any 
violations will result in closure of shops. He urged 
citizens and residents to abide by the set regula-
tions and help the government to achieve the goal 
of restoring normal life in Kuwait. —  KUNA

Gyms, shops 80% 
observing measures 
against COVID-19 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality Ahmad Al-Manfouhi (left) inspects a gym in 
Sharq yesterday. — KUNA
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But the extent of its effectiveness is still being 

debated by experts and some have warned it could 
carry side effects. When challenged by a reporter to 
explain the contradiction between his confidence in 
the treatment and the caution among experts, Trump 
passed the question to one of his experts and then 
ended the press conference. 

Breakneck efforts to develop a vaccine or effec-
tive treatments are under way around the world, but 
until one is available, social distancing measures 
remain among the few weapons against the virus. 
New Zealand yesterday extended the lockdown of its 
biggest city to Sunday as it battled a small but per-
sistent outbreak. Auckland went into lockdown on 
Aug 12, a day after the virus re-emerged in the city 
and ended New Zealand’s run of 102 days without 
local transmission. 

European nations have also tightened border 
restrictions, wary of new virus clusters. Strict border 

controls came into effect in Finland yesterday, with 
arrivals from just a handful of countries able to enter 
without virus restrictions. Norway had already tight-
ened its border controls on Saturday, while South 
Korea imposed social distancing measures nation-
wide on Sunday to fight its latest outbreak. 

Indonesian authorities have banned foreign 
tourists from Bali, a popular holiday destination, for 
the rest of 2020 - scrapping plans to open up the 
island from next month. The pandemic has devastat-
ed the global economy, and policies to reduce the 
high risk of transmission in large groups of people 
have impacted everything from sport and religious 
services to music concerts and elections. 

It caused the unprecedented delay of the summer 
Olympics and Paralympics in Tokyo to next year. 
Some major world sports have resumed but with no 
spectators. There was no roar as Bayern Munich on 
Sunday won the Champions League final - the 
biggest game in European club football - in an emp-
ty, 65,000-capacity Lisbon stadium. 

Some nations have had to deal with related 
tragedies as they have enforced virus lockdowns. At 
least 13 young people suffocated in a crush during a 
raid at a nightclub in Peru’s capital Lima over the 
weekend, with people trying to escape through a sin-
gle exit. 

No new virus test 
required for trips...
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As police and army surveyed the scene, a suicide 

bomber tried to breach a cordon and detonated her 
device, killing herself and several others. 

In total, eight members of the security forces, six 
civilians and the bomber were killed and 27 security 
personnel and 48 civilians were wounded in the 
attacks on Jolo, one of a chain of mainly Muslim 
islands in the southwest of the majority Roman 

Catholic country. “We condemn in the strongest 
possible terms the explosion incidents in Jolo,” 
presidential spokesman Harry Roque said. 
“Authorities are now conducting an investigation, 
which includes identifying individuals or groups 
behind these dastardly attacks.” 

The troops were among hundreds from a special 
infantry division created by President Rodrigo 
Duterte to destroy Abu Sayyaf, a group notorious 
for banditry, piracy and kidnap-for-ransom and 
countless attacks on civilian and military targets. 
Yesterday’s incident was one of at least six suicide 
bombings in the past three years, a mode of attack 
previously rare in the Philippines, despite decades 
of separatist conflict that has given rise to Islamist 
sentiments. — Reuters 

15 killed in  
twin bombing...
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Tarrant, and of living with the sound of an automatic 

rifle ringing in their ears. Held amid tight security with 
snipers positioned on downtown rooftops, the hearing 
was told how on March 15 last year the heavily-armed 
Tarrant opened fire on men, women and children, 
ignoring pleas for help and driving over one body as he 
moved from one mosque to the next.  

When he saw three-year-old Mucad Ibrahim cling-
ing to his father’s leg, Tarrant killed him “with two pre-
cisely aimed shots,” prosecutor Barnaby Hawes told 
the court. Tarrant has pleaded guilty to 51 charges of 
murder, 40 of attempted murder and one of terrorism 

after storming into two mosques in Christchurch, with 
the rampage ending when police stopped him as he 
travelled to a third. Lawyers expect the 29-year-old to 
be the first person jailed for life without parole in New 
Zealand.  

Wearing grey prison clothing and surrounded in the 
dock by three police officers, the 29-year-old remained 
silent, occasionally looking around the room, as Hawes 
delivered a chilling summary of facts. “He admitted 
going into both mosques intending to kill as many peo-
ple as he could,” Hawes said. “He stated that he wanted 
to have shot more people than he did and was on the 
way to another mosque in Ashburton to carry out 
another attack when he was stopped,” he said.  

“In his interview, the defendant referred to his 
attacks as ‘terror attacks’. He further stated the attacks 
were motivated by his ideological beliefs and he 
intended to instill fear into those he described as 
‘invaders’, including the Muslim population or more 
generally non-European immigrants.”  — AFP 

NZ mosque  
survivors...
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Hundreds of thousands of migrant workers of 

multiple nationalities - including at least 250,000 
housekeepers and carers - toil in Lebanon for cash 
to send home. They enter Lebanon under a contro-
versial sponsorship system called “kafala”, which 
has been repeatedly denounced by rights groups 
as enabling a wide range of abuses. 

Under kafala, a worker cannot terminate their 
contract without the permission of their employer 
or they will lose their legal immigration status. 
Many foreign workers have reached breaking point. 
Outside the Gambian consulate in Beirut, around 
30 Gambian women clamored for help. “We’re like 
slaves,” one protester shouted. “We are not treated 
well, and the racism here is very high.” 

Zeina Ammar, from Lebanon’s Anti-Racism 
Movement (ARM) organization, urged countries to 

fund evacuations, and provide travel documents 
when needed. “We want to go home,” they chanted. 
Some threw handfuls of dirt towards the building, 
while others hit its door with hammers. “It should 
be a systematic, unconditional provision of laissez-
passer to absolutely everyone in order to save their 
lives,” she said. 

After the port blast, Lebanese shared videos 
online celebrating the courage of migrant workers 
helping with clean-up efforts in the streets, as well 
as footage of a housekeeper on Aug 4 diving to 
rescue a toddler from an imploding window. But 
ARM says not enough attention is being given to 
the migrants who fell victim to the blast. “The offi-
cial tally of the deceased and the missing remains 
incomplete, excluding primarily people of non-
Lebanese origin,” ARM said. “Migrant workers and 
refugees are systematically dehumanized and mar-
ginalized in Lebanon, in life as in death.” 

Outside the Kenyan consulate, dozens of women 
said they had been holding a sit-in since Aug 10 to 
demand their repatriation. Among them, a 21-year-
old recounted escaping abusive employers, only to 
be injured and see her home destroyed in this 
month’s explosion. — AFP 

After Beirut  
blast, workers...


