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WASHINGTON: Japan’s Takuma Sato held off
Scott Dixon over the final 20 laps Sunday to cap-
ture the 104th Indianapolis 500, taking his second
Indy 500 victory after his first front-row start. The
43-year-old from Tokyo, who also won in 2017,
kept New Zealand’s Dixon at bay down the stretch
before a crash by Spencer Pigot with five laps
remaining brought out yellow flags and the race
finished under slow-speed caution conditions.

“It’s unbelievable,”
Sato said. “It’s great.
I’m proud to win
again.” Sato, who
started from the out-
side of row one, drove
his Honda-powered
Dallara across the fin-
ish line after 200 laps
around the 2 1/2-mile
(4km) Indianapolis
Motor Speedway oval
just ahead of Dixon
and American Graham
Rahal in third in a ceremonial finish.

Ten minutes earlier, Dixon was racing just
behind Sato on the same straightaway desperate-
ly trying to pass him but unable to get by. “I knew
Scott was coming right through,” Sato said.
“Coming out of turn four he was screaming. I just
held him off.”

Sato car owner Bobby Rahal, the 1986 Indy
500 winner, was worried when the winner came
upon slower traffic with nine laps remaining.
“Takuma ran hard all day long,” the elder Rahal
said. “I was worried when he ran into that traffic
but he got through it pretty good. And then the
accident. Who knows what would have happened
the last five laps?”

That’s the haunting question facing Dixon, who
led 111 laps but settled for his third runner-up fin-
ish at Indy after 2007 and 2012 — all three of
them coming under caution. “It’s definitely a hard

one to swallow for sure,” Dixon said. “It’s hard
when it slips away like that.

“Congratulations to Sato. He drove his pants
off today.” Sato, the first Asian driver to win the
Indy 500, waved the Japanese flag on the win-
ner’s platform. “I hope this gives a little boost for
their energy,” Sato said. “Thanks for the sup-
port.” The oval classic was moved from its usual
late May date due to COVID-19 concerns that

delayed the start of the
season until June and
prevented spectators
from attending. The
race hung on a knife’s
edge after Sato passed
slower traffic but any
closing drama was end-
ed when US racer Pigot
crashed in the fourth
turn and skidded into
the end of the barrier at
the edge of the track
where pit row begins.

Pigot was awake and alert and walked from the
car but was hospitalized for observation.

The race was finished under caution rather than
halted and restarted as Dixon hoped might happen.
“Fuel mileage, I can’t see how they were going to
make it,” Dixon said. “They just decided to go and
run it. “I thought they were going to throw a red
flag. We would have had an interesting five laps.”

Dixon led after a restart  with 28 laps
remaining but a few laps later, Sato made the
crucial  pass on the outside on the front
straightaway and Dixon could never overtake
him. “We had the mindset and the fuel to get to
the end,” Dixon said. “But you let it slip and
that ’s  what happens.” Pole-sitter Marco
Andretti settled for 13th with two-time Formula
One champion Fernando Alonso of Spain fin-
ishing 21st and 2019 winner Simon Pagenaud of
France in 22nd.

ROSSI UNDONE BY PENALTY 
Dixon passed pole-sitter Marco Andretti on

the outside of the first turn of the race and domi-
nated early. A crash by Spanish rookie Alex Palau
sent leaders to the pits on lap 125, with Dixon out
first. Rossi nudged Sato as both tried to exit pit
row. Rossi, the 2016 Indy 500 winner, was penal-
ized and sent to the back of the field for what the

chief steward ruled “an unsafe release.” “I don’t
even want to talk about the penalty,” Rossi said.
“I’m going to have a long talk with somebody
about that. It’s obviously frustrating.” Fast-charg-
ing Rossi crashed 12 laps later on the outside of
turn two. “We were never planning on being that
far back. We just lost it,” Rossi said. “A lot of dirty
air back there.” — AFP

Japan’s Sato holds off Kiwi Dixon
to win second Indy 500 crown
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Bruins edge Lightning
in series opener
BOSTON: Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak each
collected a goal and an assist to lead the Boston
Bruins to a 3-2 victory over the Tampa Bay
Lightning on Sunday in Toronto to kick off their
Eastern Conference semifinal series.

Goaltender Jaroslav Halak made 35 saves for the
Bruins, who will look to extend their lead in Game 2
today in Toronto. The Bruins controlled the bulk of
play to start and were rewarded when Charlie Coyle
opened the scoring with 68 seconds remaining in
the opening frame. Brandon Carlo sent a high point
shot that Coyle deflected up and over Lightning
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy.

Pastrnak doubled the Boston lead 4:34 into the
second period when he finished off a surgical power
play. David Krejci showed great patience to find a
seam for the cross-ice pass, and Pastrnak blasted a
one-timer from the left faceoff dot for the tally.

The Lightning, on the verge of letting the game
get out of hand, regrouped and started generating
chances of their own, but in the second period alone
Halak came up with a handful of key saves, notably
on Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov during one
scramble, and then late in the frame against Barclay
Goodrow.

Marchand struck a big blow to any Tampa Bay
comeback hopes with an early third-period tally to
make it 3-0. Patrice Bergeron stripped the puck
from Ryan McDonagh, sent it to Pastrnak and he
slipped it to a wide-open Marchand for the easy
tap-in tally 77 seconds into the final frame.
Marchand collected his 92nd career playoff point,
which ties him for Bobby Orr for the seventh-most
in Bruins history. — AFP

Djokovic pulls 
out of doubles 
in New York 
NEW YORK: World number one Novak
Djokovic withdrew from doubles Sunday at the
Western & Southern Open in New York, citing
neck pain. The top-seeded Serbian was still
scheduled to open singles play on Monday
against qualifier Ricardis Berankis of Lithuania
after a first-round bye.

Djokovic had been entered in doubles with
compatriot Filip Krajinovic, but he pulled out
before their scheduled opener on Sunday
against Tommy Paul and Frances Tiafoe of the
United States.

The tournament normally played in
Cincinnati, Ohio, is being held this year in a
quarantine bubble at the US Tennis
Association’s Billie Jean King National Tennis
Center, where the US Open will start on
August 31.

Djokovic won the title in Cincinnati in 2018
to become the only player to win all nine of the
ATP’s elite Masters 1000 tournaments. He
reached the semi-finals in Cincy last year.

The 33-year-old has won five of the past
seven men’s singles Grand Slam titles, taking his
tally to 17 — three shy of Roger Federer’s
record 20. — AFP

Pliskova, Kenin crash
out of Western & 
Southern Open
NEW YORK: Top-seeded Karolina Pliskova and
No. 2 Sofia Kenin crashed out of the Western &
Southern Open on Sunday, falling in their open-
ing matches at the National Tennis Center in New
York. Russia’s Veronika Kudermetova, ranked 41st
in the world, toppled world number three
Pliskova of Czech Republic 7-5, 6-4 in their sec-
ond-round clash.

France’s Alize Cornet notched her first win
over a top-five player in two years when she
shocked Australian Open champion Kenin 6-1, 7-
6 (9/7) to reach the round of 16. It was a stunning
turn of events on a day that saw men’s fourth
seed Stefanos Tsitsipas lead the way into the
round of 16 with a 6-1, 6-3 victory over two-time
Grand Slam finalist Kevin Anderson.

Greece’s Tsitsipas needed just 69 minutes to
subdue Anderson, pressuring the towering South
African’s second serve as he broke four times. He
didn’t face a break point himself until the fifth
game of the second set, when Tsitsipas fell into a
0-40 hold but won five straight points to escape
the jam.

“That was a crucial game, being able to come
back there and maintain the focus that I needed
to be back in the match and not be a break down,
that was a very good effort from me,” Tsitsipas

said. He gained the lone break of the second set
when Anderson double-faulted on break point in
the eighth game, and finished off the match on his
second match point when Anderson sailed a
return of a second serve long.

Tsitsipas was the first of the top eight men’s
seeds to see action as all enjoyed first-round
byes. World number one and top seed Novak
Djokovic was scheduled to open his campaign on
Monday against qualifier Ricardas Berankis.

The Serbian star remained on Monday’s slate
despite pulling out of doubles on Sunday citing
pain in his neck. US star Serena Williams, seeded
third, is also set to open her campaign on
Monday with a second-round clash with Arantxa
Rus — a 6-2, 6-3 winner over Alison Van
Uytvanck.

Tsitsipas, seeking his sixth ATP title, next faces
either 16th seeded American John Isner or
Australian John Millman, both first-round winners
on Sunday.

Isner beat his doubles partner Hubert Hurkacz
of Poland 7-5, 6-4. Millman rallied to beat
France’s Adrian Mannarino 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7/2). In
other first-round action, Argentina’s Diego
Schwartzman defeated Casper Ruud 7-6 (7/2),
6-3 to advance.

While the tournament is being played without
fans — as well as without line judges with the
electronic “hawkeye” line calling system making
all the calls — Schwartzman still found himself
waving out of habit to the non-existent crowd
after the win.

“Obviously it’s a different feeling, going on
court without people,” Schwartzman said. The
tournament normally played in Cincinnati is being

held at the US Tennis Association’s Billie Jean
King National Tennis Center, allowing players to
remain in a controlled environment to prevent the
spread of COVID-19.

The US Open will begin at the venue on
August 31. Pliskova, the 2016 US Open runner-up,
can only hope she can regroup by then.
Kudermetova, who labored to a three-set first-
round victory over Australian Ajla Tomljanovic on
Saturday, rallied from a 1-4 deficit in the first set,
and reeled off the last three games of the match
to score the upset.

“I tried to not think about the score. I tried to
fight, tried to continue play every ball,”
Kudermetova said. “I tried just to fight and enjoy
it.” Pliskova had seemed in full control when she
held at love for a 4-1 lead.  The big-serving Czech
peppered Kudermetova with 11 aces but still
faced 13 break points in the match.

PRAYING FOR THE BEST
Cornet almost let her chance against Kenin get

away. Up 6-1, 5-2, she squandered two match
points before pulling off the upset in the
tiebreaker. “Somehow I let it go a little bit, and I
got really tight, so I never thought I could win the
set the way I did,” said Cornet. “In the tiebreak,
oh my God, I was just praying for the best on
every single shot.”

Kenin, the world number four who shot to
prominence with her Australian Open win in
January, next faces either two-time Australian
Open champion Victoria Azarenka or French
compatriot Caroline Garcia, who defeated 2017
US Open champion Sloane Stephens 6-3, 7-6
(7/4) in a first-round clash. — AFP

INDIANAPOLIS:  Takuma Sato of Japan celebrates winning the 104th running of the Indianapolis 500 at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Indiana. This year’s race was run without fans in atten-
dance due to the global Covid-19 pandemic. — AFP

I’m proud 
to win again


