
Rizwan adamant 
Pakistan can 
save Test 
SOUTHAMPTON: Mohammad Rizwan
insisted all was far from lost for Pakistan
after they were made to follow-on 310
runs behind in the third Test against
England despite a superb unbeaten centu-
ry from captain Azhar Ali.

Pakistan collapsed to 75-5 on Sunday’s
third day before Azhar’s 141 not out guided
them to a total of 273. Rizwan played his
part with a defiant 53 during a sixth-wick-
et partnership of 138 with Azhar that kept
England at bay.

Nevertheless, Pakistan were still left a
huge 310 runs behind England’s first
innings 583-8 declared that saw Zak
Crawley, whose 267 was his maiden Test
century, and Jos Buttler (152) put on 359
for the fifth wicket.  

It was no surprise when, amid an uncer-
tain forecast, England captain Joe Root
enforced the follow-on. But the umpires
then decided the light was too dark for
Pakistan to begin their second innings
even though the Ageas Bowl floodlights
were on, a move that ended the day’s play.

England great James Anderson took 5-
56 as he moved on to 598 Test wickets
and the 38-year-old would have become
the first paceman to 600 had not three
catches been dropped off him after he had
taken the new ball.  

Pakistan, 1-0 down in a three-match
contest and facing a first series defeat by
England in a decade, will now do well to
escape with a draw. But wicketkeeper
Rizwan, demonstrating the same defiance
he’d shown at the crease, told reporters:
“We have a few batsmen who can score
big, if we can take a 150-run lead then it
will be tough for England.”

England’s Dom Bess, however, said:
“We’re in a great position. There’s a little

bit of weather around, but you’d like to
think with the bowling attack we have, that
we can produce the goods.”

‘FIGHTING INNINGS’ 
Under-pressure skipper Azhar had

managed just 38 runs in three previous
innings this series yet on Sunday he
became just the fifth Pakistan batsman to
score 6,000 Test runs. Azhar, an lbw can-
didate for much of this series, generally
kept his head still as he tried to avoid
playing round his front pad.

He batted for nearly seven hours, facing
272 balls, with 21 fours in what was his 17th
century in 81 Tests. “If you watched this
innings closely, it was a superb innings,”
said Rizwan. “He worked on his head posi-
tion...This was a fighting innings.”

Anderson, who’d reduced Pakistan to
24-3 overnight, needed just six balls
Sunday to have the struggling Asad Shafiq
edging limply to Root at first slip. That
took Anderson to 597 Test wickets, with
the only bowlers to have taken 600 a trio
of retired spinners — Sri Lanka’s Muttiah

Muralitharan (800 wickets), Australia’s
Shane Warne (708) and India’s Anil
Kumble (619).

‘ANDERSON’S THE GOAT’ 
“He’s the GOAT (Greatest of All Time)

isn’t he?,” said Bess of Anderson. “The
GOAT of bowling and England’s greatest.
“I guess there was chat about potential
retirement and then he comes back and
absolutely tears it up. That just shows how
good he is.”

Bess himself had Fawad Alam well
caught by wicketkeeper Buttler who, by
his own admission, had under-performed
behind the stumps this season. Rizwan,
impressive with both gloves and bat this
series, went to a second successive fifty by
lofting Bess for six before he was well
caught down the legside by Buttler. 

“I work hard and I have belief that I
carry to the crease,” said Rizwan. “I don’t
care what the score is and who is bowling
because I know I have done the hard work
and the Almighty will reward me for my
hard work.” — AFP

NEW YORK: Dustin Johnson made
sure he didn’t squander a final round
lead again, romping to an 11-shot victo-
ry at the Northern Trust Open on
Sunday and taking back the world No. 1
ranking with the 22nd win of his career
and second of the season.

Two weeks after entering the last
round of the PGA Championships with
a one stroke advantage and unable
to close the deal , Johnson was
under far less pressure at TPC
Boston but he ensured there would
be no repeat, turning a five shot
54-hole cushion into a commanding
11 stroke victory.

“Obviously you can learn some
stuff from the PGA, but I didn’t feel
like I really did anything wrong at
the PGA. I played pretty solid on
Sunday,” said Johnson. “Generally,
you shoot 68 on Sunday in a major
with the lead on a tough golf course,
you’re going to win most of the time.”

If anyone in the field was harboring
thoughts of reeling in Johnson, the 36-
year-old American quickly put those to
rest when he opened his round with an
eagle on the par five second and added
four birdies to go six-under on his out-
ward nine.

From that point the only one rain on

Johnson’s party was from Mother
Nature who forced a weather delay with
two holes to play. Johnson completed his
round with a birdie on 18 for an eight-
under 63 and a winning total of 30-
under 254, leaving Harris English a dis-
tant runner-up on 19-under.

Johnson’s 30-under fell  just one
stroke short of the PGA Tour record for

most strokes under par. English made a
brave attempt early on to keep pace
with Johnson, dropping four birdies on
his outward nine, but in the end was
helpless, signing for a 69 as a rampaging
Johnson pulled away. Daniel Berger (67)
finished alone in third 12 off the pace
with Kevin Kisner (66) and Scottie
Scheffler (71) one further back.

“It is a big margin, and I’m definitely

really proud of that. I played really
good,” said Johnson. I’ve never shot
30-under in four rounds. Just some-
thing that I  wanted to do.” Tiger
Woods, fighting for enough points to
secure a spot in the FedExCup final in
East Lake, Atlanta, helped his cause by
signing off with his best round of the
year, a five-under 66.

Woods did all his work on the front
nine with four straight birdies to open
his round and five in his first seven
holes. But the 15-time major winner
could not sustain the momentum, his
charge stalling after the turn with nine
straight pars to finish at six-under, a
massive 24 shots back of Johnson.

Rory McIlroy, the defending FedEx
Cup champion, closed out a disap-
pointing week with a two-under 69 to
leave the Northern Irishman just four
from the bottom of the leaderboard.

This week’s tournament was the first of
three playoff events that culminate with
the Sept. 4-7 Tour Championship in
Atlanta and the $15 million prize to the
FedExCup champion.

Only the top 70 in the standings after
this week go on to the BMW
Championship at Olympia Fields outside
Chicago, and from there the top 30
move on to Atlanta. — Reuters
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Dustin Johnson romps to 11 
shot win at Northern Trust

Rory McIlroy, closed out a disappointing week

NORTON:  Dustin Johnson of the United States celebrates with the trophy after going
30-under par to win during the final round of The Northern Trust at TPC Boston in
Norton, Massachusetts. — AFP

You can learn 
some stuff

SOUTHAMPTON: Pakistan’s Azhar Ali (L) makes his ground to avoid the run out attempt
by England’s Stuart Broad (R) on the third day of the third Test cricket match between
England and Pakistan at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton, southern England. — AFP

A’s down Angels
in 10th to claim 
series victory
OAKLAND: Mark Canha’s sacrifice
fly scored Franklin Barreto from third
in the bottom of the 10th inning to lift
the Oakland A’s to a 5-4 win over the
Los Angeles Angels Sunday after-
noon in Oakland.

Barreto, pinch running for Matt
Olson, began the inning on second
base as the designated runner, and
went to third on a leadoff single by
Matt Chapman. Canha followed with
a fly ball to right-center field off
Angels reliever Ty Buttrey (1-1).
Center fielder Mike Trout made the
catch but had no chance to throw out
Barreto at the plate.

Oakland won two of three in the
series and improved to 13-4 this sea-
son at RingCentral Coliseum.

A’s reliever Liam Hendriks (2-0)
pitched a scoreless inning in the top
of the 10th to get the victory.

Tommy La Stella, Shohei Ohtani,
Andrelton Simmons and Anthony
Rendon each had two hits for Los
Angeles. Rendon extended his hitting
streak to 13 straight games, during
which he’s hit .481 (25-for-52), raising
his season average from .103 to .319.
Eight of the 13 games have been mul-
ti-hit games.

An error by Angels right fielder
Jo Adell  opened the door for
Oakland in the first inning against
Angels starter Dylan Bundy. The A’s

scored two runs — both unearned
— on two-out RBI hits by Canha
and Chapman for a 2-0 lead.

A’s starter Frankie Montas held the
Angels scoreless until the third. La
Stella and Rendon each had a single,
before Ohtani connected on a 95-
mph sinker that didn’t sink, hitting it
over the fence in left-center for a
three-run homer and 3-2 Angels lead.

It was Ohtani’s fifth homer of the
season, but only his 14th hit. Hitting
just .165 going into the game, Ohtani
had only two hits in his previous 31
at-bats before the home run. Brian
Goodwin’s two-out RBI single in the
fifth inning increased the Angels’
lead to 4-2 and knocked Montas out
of the game. Montas gave up four
runs on seven hits and three walks in
4 2/3 innings.

Bundy took the 4-2 lead into the
bottom of the sixth, but the A’s rallied
for two runs to tie the game. Not only
was Bundy knocked out of the game
in the inning, but the Angels also lost
manager Joe Maddon, who was
ejected for arguing a checked swing
by Chapman. Bench coach Mike
Gallego took over for Maddon.

Bundy retired the first two hitters
of the inning before Robbie
Grossman doubled. Stephen Piscotty
followed with an RBI single, and after
an infield single by Tony Kemp,
Bundy was taken out of the game.
Mike Mayers replaced Bundy and
allowed a game-tying RBI single to
No. 9 hitter Sean Murphy, the run
charged to Bundy. Bundy gave up
four runs (two earned) on seven hits
and one walk in 5 2/3 innings. He
struck out six. — Reuters

AFL apologises
to ex-player for
‘disgraceful
racism’
SYDNEY: Australian Rules football
chiefs have apologised to former St
Kilda player Robert Muir for the “dis-
graceful racism and disrespect” he suf-
fered during his career in the 1970s and
1980s, which left him a broken man.

The belated apology follows Muir,
now 66, opening up in an interview on
Sunday with public broadcaster ABC,
recalling how he was abused by
opponents, spat at by the crowd and
even urinated on by teammates.

Muir, an indigenous trailblazer, said
he received little to no support from
his club, teammates or the league.
Since his career ended, he has spent
long periods homeless and made sev-
eral attempts to take his own life.

The Australian Football League
said in a statement it was sorry for
“the disgraceful racism and disrespect
Robert Muir endured during his play-
ing years in our game” and thanked
him for his “courage” in speaking out.

“Unfortunately there are too many
stories like this in our code and coun-
try’s history,” it added. 

“We would like Robert to know we
acknowledge his story, and, along with
the St Kilda Football Club, will be
making contact to understand further

how we can respond, in accordance
with Robert’s wishes.”

Australia’s most popular spectator
sport, which is similar to Ireland’s
Gaelic football, has long featured
indigenous stars, many of whom have
been the target of racism, both on-
field and off.

As recently as June, veteran Eddie
Betts, in his 16th season, was depicted
as a monkey in a Twitter post on the
very weekend all teams united in sup-
port of Black Lives Matter. St Kilda
chief Matt Finnis said hearing about
Muir’s life was confronting.

“We admire Robert’s courage to
speak out about the racism he has
endured and lack of support provid-
ed by our club when he needed it
most,” he said. “We apologise unre-
servedly to Robert and his family and
are humbled that he continues to
love our club.”

Muir, who played 68 games for St
Kilda, said he still suffered from a
shoulder injury that dated back to his
playing career, but he could not afford
surgery to fix it. A GoFundMe page
set up by a St Kilda fan after the ABC
story has so far raised more
Aus$100,000 (US$72,000) “to show
him the collective care and support
that should’ve been afforded him
when he played for our club”.

The AFL began proactively tack-
ling issues including racism in the
1990s, adopting a ground-breaking
policy that made it an offence for
players or officials to insult someone
due to their race, religion, ethnicity,
colour, nationality or background. But
underlying problems persist. — AFP

Doncic nails epic 
game winner
MIAMI: Luka Doncic wasn’t about to let
a sprained ankle slow him down, nailing a
game-winning three pointer at the buzzer
to lift the Dallas Mavericks to a 135-133
overtime playoff win over the Los Angeles
Clippers on Sunday.

The 21-year old Slovenian phenom, who
was playing with a tender ankle and miss-
ing his offensive sidekick Kristaps
Porzingis, finished with 43 points, 17
rebounds and 13 assists to level the first
round NBA Western Conference playoff
series at two games each.

“This game was from another planet,”
said Mavericks coach Rick Carlisle of
Doncic’s heroics. Doncic made a basket
with 50 seconds left to tie the score 130-
130 then gave Dallas a two-point lead with
a spinning move to the basket with 19 sec-
onds remaining. He capped his triple-dou-
ble with a 27-foot step back jumper from
the left side as time ticked down, sparking
a wild celebration on the floor in the NBA’s
quarantine bubble in Orlando, Florida.

“I can’t explain the emotions I had when
I saw the ball go in,” Doncic said. “When I
saw the whole team coming towards me
that was one of the best feelings I have
ever had as a player.”

While Dallas levelled their series,
Boston became the first team to reach the
second round with a 110-106 victory over
the Philadelphia 76ers. Kemba Walker
scored 32 points and Jayson Tatum added
28 and 15 rebounds for the Celtics, who
swept the Eastern Conference first-round
series four games to none.

Doncic, who is playing in his first NBA
playoffs, carried the Mavericks Sunday
without Porzingis, who was a late scratch
because of a knee injury. But the pre-game
buzz was all about Doncic’s health, not
Porzingis. Doncic sprained his left ankle in
the second half of game three and had an
MRI on Saturday to determine the extent
of the damage.

“This morning I wasn’t feeling good but
as soon as I stepped on the court I knew I
could go,” said Doncic, who recorded his
second straight triple-double. Said
Carlisle, “He sees the game in 6G, not 5G.
He is a very special player.”

Trey Burke added 25 points, Tim
Hardaway scored 21 and Seth Curry
chipped in 15 points for Dallas, who led by
12 with nine minutes remaining in the
fourth quarter. Lou Williams had 36 points
and Kawhi Leonard finished with 32 points
for the Clippers, who blew a 21-point first-
half lead. Game five is today.

CELTICS WIN 
Meanwhile, the Celtics’ Walker, who

arrived in Boston after eight seasons of
frustration with the Charlotte Hornets, was
basking in his first win in a NBA playoff
series. “It feels good,” Walker said but
added: “The work’s not done. We won a
series, but we’re still looking forward to
some more tough ones.” With their backs
against the wall, Joel Embiid and the 76ers
kept it close and trailed by just two points
late in the third quarter before forward
Tobias Harris took a hard fall under the
basket, his head slamming the hardwood.

Harris was able to leave the court under
his own steam, holding a towel to his left
eye and temple, and returned after treat-
ment for what the team said was a cut over
the eye. But the Celtics closed the third
quarter on a 12-0 run that effectively end-
ed the 76ers’ hopes. 

“I feel like the game flipped when
Tobias went out,” Sixers coach Brett
Brown said. The Celtics will face the
defending NBA champion Toronto Raptors
who moved onto the next round after
sweeping the Brooklyn Nets in four
straight games. Reserve Norman Powell
scored a career playoff high 29 points and
the Raptors won their series with a domi-
nating 150-122 victory in Orlando.  Serge
Ibaka came off the bench to score a play-
off career high 27 points and grabbed 15
rebounds for Toronto, who swept a best-
of-seven series for the first time in their
franchise history.  — AFP


