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LISBON: It will be remembered as the strangest of
Champions League seasons but it has ended with a
familiar name on the trophy after Bayern Munich got the
better of Paris Saint-Germain in Sunday’s final in Lisbon,
with their deserved success the result of the remarkable
job done by coach Hansi Flick.

There was tickertape at the trophy ceremony and the
usual celebratory songs playing over the loudspeakers at
the Estadio da Luz as the Bayern players savoured the
moment after Kingsley Coman’s goal saw them defeat
PSG 1-0.

But it was a bizarre spectacle with the 65,000-seat
stadium empty, supporters having been barred from
attending the biggest match in club football. The coron-
avirus pandemic killed the Champions League as we
know it, at least temporarily, and UEFA was forced to
come up with a new ‘Final Eight’ format in order to make
sure its flagship competition was completed.

Almost 150 people  were arrested as Paris Saint-
Germain fans set cars ablaze, smashed shop windows
and clashed with police in the French capital after the
team’s Champions League final defeat to Bayern Munich,
police said yesterday.

The violence occurred around the Parc des Princes
stadium and on the Champs-Elysees avenue during and

after the match on Sunday night, police said on Twitter.
Thousands of supporters had gathered at the Parc des
Princes to cheer on PSG, lighting flares and chanting as
they watched the 1-0 defeat in Lisbon on a big screen.

Meanwhile, UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin told
AFP in an interview in Lisbon that the format was likely
to be a one-off, and some will be tempted to say that this
Champions League should always have an asterisk next
to it.

But, against first-time finalists PSG, Bayern were wor-
thy winners of their sixth European Cup, their third in the
Champions League era.

They won all their 11 Champions League matches this
season, an unprecedented feat.  They scored 43 goals in
that time on a run that included a 7-2 win at Tottenham
Hotspur and the stunning 8-2 demolition of Barcelona in
the quarter-finals in Lisbon.

They just had the better of the final, even if they were
fortunate at times up against the French side’s formidable
attack of Neymar, Kylian Mbappe and Angel Di Maria.

In Manuel Neuer, Jerome Boateng, David Alaba and
Thomas Mueller, Bayern’s line-up featured four survivors
from their last final victory, against Borussia Dortmund in
2013. But this was also about the new faces, such as 19-
year-old left-back Alphonso Davies, the Canadian inter-

national. “Moments like these you dream of as a kid,” he
told DAZN. “I honestly can’t believe it, winning the
Champions League is the top level.”

WINNING FORMULA 
Flick deserves great credit. A year ago Bayern were

dumped out by Liverpool, the eventual winners, in the
last 16, and under Niko Kovac looked a long way off
being contenders to win the trophy again.

But Flick replaced Kovac in November, initially as
caretaker, and has gone on to win a treble. “It’s such a
huge joy, it feels like we have come a long way since
November,” said Mueller, a player reborn under Flick.

“I don’t know how it looked from outside, but it felt
like we deserved it in the way we played.” As for chang-
ing coach mid-season, it is a formula that has worked for
clubs at this level in the recent past.

Flick is the third coach in the last decade to win the
Champions League having being appointed during a
campaign, after Roberto di Matteo with Chelsea in
2011/12 and Zinedine Zidane with Real Madrid in
2015/16. Zidane went on to win the next two as well.

‘NOT THE FOOTBALL WE KNOW’ 
It remains to be seen how Bayern will fare next sea-

son, which is just around the corner, with the Bundesliga
starting on September 18 and the Champions League
group stage in October. They will be a formidable force
again, but so will their rivals, including PSG, who need
not be too downbeat in defeat.

“Over the last few weeks we have shown everything
you need to win every title going,” said PSG coach
Thomas Tuchel. “We lost 1-0 in the final against one of
the strongest sides in Europe. We must maintain the
same quality to carry on this road.”

The format of one-off matches in the quarter-finals
and semi-finals maybe helped PSG more than anybody
else, given their struggles in knockout ties in recent
years.

But, as long as the health crisis does not worsen
again, the Champions League will return to normal in the
new campaign, and that includes seeing at least some
fans return to stadiums.

Istanbul is in line to host the 2021 final, having had
this season’s showpiece taken away, and hopefully the
winning team will be able to celebrate with their sup-
porters. As Flick said: “It’s a pity that the fans couldn’t be
here with us today. Perhaps they can be back again in
the future. A game like this without supporters is not the
football that we know.” —AFP

LISBON: Bayern Munich’s German goalkeeper Manuel Neuer (C) celebrates with teammates and the trophy after Bayern won the UEFA Champions League final football match between Paris Saint-Germain and Bayern
Munich at the Luz stadium in Lisbon. —AFP

Bayern worthy winners of Champions League

Warholm edges 
closer to 400m 
hurdles record 
STOCKHOLM: Norway’s two-time world champion
Karsten Warholm blasted to the second fastest
400m hurdles time ever at the Diamond League in
Stockholm on Sunday after sleeping in a motor
home.

Despite clipping the final hurdle, the 24-year-old
clocked 46.87 seconds, bettering his own European
record of 46.92sec and moving within touching dis-
tance of American Kevin Young’s long-standing
world record of 46.78, set back in 1992.

Warholm and his coach Leif Olav Alnes drove
from Norway in a camper van and the pair slept in
the vehicle before the meet to reduce health risks

due to the coronavirus. “The perfect description of
our relationship would be raw, tough love,”
Warholm said. 

“I like it like this. Last year he told me I was too
fat, so I replied ‘you are too fat as well’. Suddenly
we both lost weight.”  World 200m champion Noah
Lyles said he was stunned Warholm had missed out
on Young’s record.

“I’m not even surprised that @kwarholm PR’d.
I’m actually more shocked he didn’t break the world
record,” he tweeted. For good measure, Warholm
returned to the track 90 minutes later to win the
400m in 45.05 sec.

Another world champion shone at an empty sta-
dium in accordance with COVID-19 health and
safety protocols, with the American Donavan
Brazier timing 1min 43.76sec to win the 800m
ahead of Canada’s Marco Arop.

Elsewhere men’s pole vault world record holder
Armand Duplantis took victory on home soil by
jumping 6.01 metres in a global best for the virus-

affected season. In the men’s 1,500 men, Kenyan
world champion Timothy Cheruiyot won in 3min
30.25sec ahead of Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigtsen
and Stewart McSweyn of Australia.

Britain’s Laura Muir won the women’s 1,500m in
a time of 3:57.86 and Ukraine’s Yaroslava
Mahuchikh clinched the women’s high jump with a
world leading two metres. Sunday’s meet also show-
cased a new-look long jump format.

Instead of the traditional format of the winner
being decided by the best jump from six rounds, the
top three after five rounds contested a one-jump
final. It was not a popular idea.

“I don’t like it because I feel like it’s getting
unfair because especially outdoors with the differ-
ent winds, like one jumper can have plus meanwhile
the other jumpers can have minus,” said Sweden’s
Khaddi Sagna, who was third in the women’s event
behind Ukraine’s Maryna Bekh-Romanchuk. “I feel
like that is unfair, but I do like the thinking of just
like putting all the attention on one event.”—AFP

Scores arrested as PSG fans riot after defeat

STOCKHOLM: Norway’s Karsten Warholm celebrates his
new European record, 46,87 in the men 400m hurdles
event during the Diamond League Athletics Meeting at
Stockholm stadium. —AFP


