
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet held its weekly meet-
ing at Al-Seif Palace on Monday under the chairman-
ship of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The Cabinet members 
reviewed the contents of the address delivered by His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Sunday, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anas Al-
Saleh said following the meeting. The fatherly speech 
reflects His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince’s care for the security, stability and status of the 
country. The speech of His Highness the Deputy Amir 
and Crown Prince focuses on: 

1- The need of protecting the citizens’ freedom and 
privacy against any encroachment or attempts to sow 
the seeds of sedition among the public. 

2- Commending the public awareness and keen-
ness on protection of the country’s stability and 
security. 

3- Cautioning against the risks of chaotic devia-
tions by some social networking websites, including 
the promulgation of sensational allegations and 
groundless accusations. 

4- Asking the ministers to speed up the efforts to 
rout out all kinds of deviations of social media and 
protect the unity of the society. 

5- The urgency of legislative-executive coopera-
tion to counter the risks facing the country and 
address the crucial issues, such as education, youth, 
administrative and economic reforms, demographic 
restructuring and services. 

6- Scaling up the combat against corruption and 
tasking the executive and legislative authorities to 
enforce the necessary measures to end all manifesta-
tions of corruption. 

7- Upholding the rule of law and making sure that 
there is no immunity for any corrupt person whatever 
their positions might be. 

8- Materializing the national unity and solidari-
ty with the leadership in order to overcome any 
challenges. 

9- Making the public feel reassured about the 
prosperous future of the country. 

 
Necessary measures 

The Cabinet, taking pride in the wise instructions 
of His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince, 
stated full commitment to their implementation with a 
view to protecting the national unity and development 
in all fields under the wise leadership of His Highness 
the Amir and His Highness the Crown Prince, Saleh 
revealed. 

His Highness the Prime Minister urged the ministers 
to respond promptly to the instructions of His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince and 
adopt the necessary measures to realize their objec-
tives. Consequently, the Cabinet adopted the following 
decisions: 

1- Cooperation with the National Assembly: The 
Cabinet will form a government team, led by His 
Highness the Prime Minister, to communicate with 
Speaker of the National Assembly and the competent 
parliamentary committees with a view to translating 
into action the instructions of His Highness the Deputy 

Amir and Crown Prince and speeding up the passing 
of necessary legislations. 

2- Anti-graft effort: The Cabinet will set up a 
higher committee, led by His Highness the Prime 
Minister, to promote the national strategy for trans-
parency and anti-corruption combat. The committee 
will work to activate the interagency cooperation to 
study the reports of irregularities at state bodies in 
collaboration with the State Audit Bureau (SAB). It 
will oversee the implementation of measures to 
retrieve the possible usurped state funds whether 
inside or outside the country. 

3- The security leaks: In the light of the great 
importance attached by His Highness the Deputy Amir 
to the leaked videos from the security institution, the 
Cabinet members heard a presentation by Saleh on 
the issue and the administrative and legal measures 
adopted so far in this regard. The deputy prime minis-

ter and minister of interior noted that a fact-finding 
committee was promptly formed and finalized a report 
within less than a couple of days. Based on the report, 
the minister decided on Thursday, August 20, 2020, to 
suspend the director general of the state security 
service and seven officers. All persons involved in the 
case and the related information were referred to the 
Public Prosecution. Other measures were adopted to 
ensure non reoccurrence of such loopholes or any 
future infringement on the public freedoms and priva-
cy or violation of the rules of work.  

4- Economic reform: A government team, led by 
Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, has 
been mandated to scrutinize the impacts of the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic on the state finan-
cial revenues and of the oil prices. The team will also 
follow up the efficacy of measures to address the 
imbalances in the national economy, and the draft 
measures to cut down expenses. They will also work 
out an integrated plan of action for financial and eco-
nomic reforms with emphasis on anti-graft combat 
and enhancement of economic growth. 

5- Demographic restructuring: A team, led by 
Ahmad Khaled Al-Kolaib, is mandated to identify the 
aspects of demographic imbalances and the legal 
loopholes that lead to excessive numbers of expatri-
ates. The team will review the laws regulating the 
employment of foreign workers and the punitive meas-
ures set forth in the residency law for traders in resi-
dences. 

6- Social networking websites: The Cabinet has 
formed a team led by Chairman of the Communication 
and Information Technology Regulatory Authority 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (center) chairs the 
Cabinet’s weekly meeting. 

      News in brief

Officials prosecuted 
 
KUWAIT: Minister of Services and Minister 
of State for National Assembly Affairs 
Mubarak Al-Harees referred three senior offi-
cials in the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation to the Public Anti-Corruption 
Authority, Al-Jarida reported yesterday. This 
came after a fact-finding committee found out 
that they failed to provide necessary legal doc-
uments to the state’s lawyer in a recent court 
case that DGCA lost and was subsequently 
fined KD 8 million for. 
 
 
Baby formula 
 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce 
announced changes to the mechanism to dis-
tribute baby formula to Kuwaitis covered by 
the subsidized food distribution system. 
Instead of requiring a health ministry certifi-
cate to authorize the distribution, citizens are 
now required to register their newborns on 
eapp.moci.gov.kw to receive the baby formula. 
 
 
Border checkpoints 
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia announced that it 
allows entry of non-Saudi family members as 
well as accompanying domestic workers 
through land borders from neighboring coun-
tries. Saudi custom authorities had previously 
announced allowing Saudi citizens to return 
home via land checkpoints from neighboring 
countries. 
 
 
Oil price down 
 
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil dropped 
19 cents during Monday’s trading to $45.14 
per barrel (bp) compared to $45.33 pb last 
Friday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) 
said yesterday. Globally, the price of the Brent 
crude gained 78 cents to $45.13 pb and the 
West Texas Intermediate edged 28 cents high-
er to $42.62 pb. 
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Teams to address anti-graft effort, economic reform, demographic restructuring 

KUWAIT: Up to 613 people tested positive for 
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in Kuwait in 
past 24 hours, the Ministry of Health official 
spokesman said yesterday. Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad 
revealed that the overall number of infected cas-
es jumped to 81,573, adding that there was also a 
single death due to COVID-19 during the past 24 
hours, with the caseload of mortalities reaching 
519. The new cases were recorded in the health 
zones as follows: 162 in Al-Ahmadi, 135 in 
Hawally, 130 in Al-Jahraa, 104 in Farwaniya and 
82 in the capital. The health ministry had 
announced earlier yesterday that 477 people 
recovered from COVID-19 in the last 24 hours, 
bringing the total to 73,402. The number of the 
patients who receive medical care at intensive 
care units has reached 95, with the whole count 
of patients who continue to receive treatment 
amounting to 7,652. The number of swab tests 
conducted during the past 24 hours reached 
4,426 with the total number of such tests hitting 
595,049, Dr Sanad added. — KUNA

Kuwait: 613 people test positive for COVID-19 

(CITRA) Eng Salem Muthib Al-Othainah, to scrutinize 
the misuse of social media and the deviations of hoax 
accounts that aim to tarnish the reputation of some 
people or destabilize the country through groundless 
allegations. The team will also draw on the experi-
ences of other countries in addressing the technical 
loopholes without infringing on the public freedoms in 
the framework of the rules of the constitution. 

 
COVID-19 developments 

Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Humoud Al-
Sabah briefed the Cabinet on the latest developments 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, including the figures of 
infections, recoveries and fatalities as well as the med-
ical and logistical services. The Cabinet members also 

reviewed issues relating to the National Assembly, 
including the interpellations and no-confidence 
motions raised by some MPs and the outcomes of last 
week’s parliamentary session. They expressed confi-
dence in the ability of Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Anas Al-Saleh to win the vote of 
confidence slated for Wednesday, August 26, based on 
the satisfactory answers he made during the grilling 
raised by MP Shuaib Al-Mowazri and 10 other MPs. 
They also reviewed regional and international issues 
and welcomed the recently-reached ceasefire agree-
ment in Libya They mourned the passing away of Dr 
Dawood Al-Saleh, the former governor of Hawalli and 
the Capital city, and paid homage to his numerous 
national contributions. — KUNA 


