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KUWAIT: A US official yesterday denied 
his visit to Kuwait was part of moves by 
Washington to pressure Kuwait to follow 
in the footsteps of the United Arab 
Emirates and normalize ties with Israel. 
Speaking to reporters during a virtual 
press conference, US Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern Affairs David 
Schenker said there are different views on 
the Israel-UAE peace agreement in the 
region, particularly in the Gulf.  

“The UAE has deemed it is in their 
economic and strategic interests to have 
ties with Israel, which will benefit the 
state and the public. There will be states 
that share similar sentiments. This is noth-
ing new - we have seen Israeli trade 

offices in the Gulf, we have seen other 
types of relationships. Whether they are 
formalized or not, we will see other devel-
opments,” he said. 

Schenker added the US views normal-
ization of ties between the UAE and Israel 
as something positive. “The UAE believes 
there will be increased trade, economic 
and security cooperation with Israel vis-
a-vis Iran. It will benefit not only the UAE, 
but the entire region including Kuwait,” 
he argued, on the eve of Israel’s first com-
mercial flight to the UAE, which will carry 
a US-Israeli delegation led on the 
American side by US President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law and senior adviser 
Jared Kushner. 

Schenker however refused to comment 
on statements made by Kushner earlier 

this month, when he said Kuwait was tak-
ing a “very radical” view on the Middle 
East conflict “in favor of Palestinians”. 
Schenker also denied the recent flurry of 
diplomatic efforts is connected to the 
upcoming US presidential election. 

On the Qatar-Gulf rift, Schenker said 
the schism has proved extraordinarily dif-
ficult to resolve and “undermines all our 
interests in the region”. “It is a distraction 
from the threat posed by Iran in the 
region. We have been working at the 
State Department, the White House and 
even at the presidential level to resolve 
the crisis. It is a deep-seated difference 
that is ideological, there are differing 
viewpoints on domestic and foreign poli-
cy issues and the media and we are  
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US not pressuring Kuwait to  
normalize Israel ties: Envoy

Diplomat hails Kuwait’s support to resolve Gulf rift, renew Iran arms embargo

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and acting Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets US Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs David Schenker at the foreign ministry yesterday. — KUNA  

DUBAI: Qatar announced yesterday changes to its 
labor laws, raising its minimum wage by 25 percent 
to 1,000 riyals ($275) a month and scrapping a 
requirement for employees to get the permission of 
their employers to change jobs. It is the latest in a 
series of labor reforms by the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup host which in the lead up to the tournament 
has faced accusations that migrant workers are 
exploited. 

The new minimum wage is non-discriminatory 
and applies to all workers, the labor ministry said in 
a statement. The new rules require all workers, 
including domestic staff, be paid at least 1,000 
riyals for a month of full-time work. Companies 
must also provide workers with accommodation 
and food or an additional combined monthly 
stipend of 800 riyals, it said. Qatar also said yester-
day that penalties for non-payment of wages had 
been increased. 

The United Nations’ labor agency welcomed the 
changes, calling them a “historic move”. The 
International Labor Organization (ILO) said Qatar 
was to become the first country in the region to 
adopt a non-discriminatory minimum wage. “Qatar 
has delivered on a commitment. One that will give 
workers more freedom and protection, and 
employers more choice,” said Guy Ryder, the ILO 
director general.  

It also said, in addition to other reforms, remov-
ing the need for employees to obtain a No 
Objection Certificate from their employers to 
change jobs “effectively dismantles” the “kafala” 
system. The “kafala” sponsorship system is com-
mon in Gulf states, where visas for foreign workers 
are tied to their employer. Qatar last December 
scrapped restrictions on leaving the country for 
hundreds of thousands of domestic workers left out 
of earlier reforms. The changes announced yester-
day will come into effect in six months, the labor 
ministry said.  

Qatar has made a series of reforms to its 
employment regulations since being selected to 
host the 2022 World Cup which has required a vast 
program of construction dependent on foreign 
workers. “Qatar is the first country in the Middle 
East to have a minimum wage for all workers with-
out discrimination, whether domestic workers or 
private sector workers,” Qatar’s assistant under-
secretary for labor affairs, Mohammed Hassan Al-
Obaidly, told AFP.  

More than two million foreigners work in Qatar, 
many employed directly or indirectly on vast infra-
structure projects for the World Cup. “The World 
Cup is a milestone in Qatar’s long-term develop-
ment strategy. In the interests of our country, we 
will continue to introduce new reforms that benefit 
the economy, businesses and the people who come 
to work here,” Obaidly said. — Agencies 

Qatar sets new  
minimum wage,  
lifts restrictions JERUSALEM: Israel is in secret talks with several 

Arab states on establishing ties, premier Benjamin 
Netanyahu said yesterday, ahead of the Jewish 
state’s first commercial flight to the UAE following a 
normalization accord. “There are many more unpub-
licized meetings with Arab and Muslim leaders to 
normalize relations with the state of Israel,” the 
prime minister said, without naming any countries. 

A US-brokered agreement between the Jewish 
state and Dubai to normalize ties was announced on 
August 13, making the UAE the first Gulf country 
and only the third Arab nation to establish relations 
with Israel, after Egypt and Jordan.  The first-ever 
commercial flight from Israel to the UAE will today 
morning carry a US-Israeli delegation led on the 
American side by White House advisor Jared 

Kushner, who stood next to Netanyahu during the 
Israeli premier’s remarks yesterday.  

“Today’s breakthrough will become tomorrow’s 
norms,” Netanyahu said. “It will pave the way for 
other countries to normalise their ties with Israel.” 
Netanyahu’s office said last week that National 
Security Advisor Meir Ben Shabbat will lead the 
Israeli delegation. The talks in Abu Dhabi will seek 
ways to boost cooperation in areas including avia-
tion, tourism, trade, health, energy and security, 
Netanyahu’s office said. 

Since the agreement between the UAE and Israel 
was unveiled, there have been frequent bilateral 
phone calls between ministers and the signing of 
commercial contracts. On Saturday, the Emirates 
repealed a 1972 law boycotting Israel. “It will be per-
missible to enter, exchange or possess Israeli goods 
and products of all kinds in the UAE and trade in 
them,” read a federal decree issued by UAE 
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. 

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo last week 
undertook a regional tour, which took him to Sudan, 
Bahrain and Oman, in the hope of convincing other  
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Bibi claims ‘many  
more’ secret talks  
with Arab leaders

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu holds his mask after making joint state-
ments to the press with US Presidential Adviser 
Jared Kushner yesterday. — AFP 

CHENNAI: A health worker takes a swab sample from a woman to test for 
COVID-19 at a testing camp yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Relatives of the Palestinian Shalalda family watch as an excavator 
hired by them demolishes their family home in Al-Tur on July 2, 2020. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Global coronavirus 
infections soared past 25 million yes-
terday, as countries around the world 
further tightened restrictions to try to 
stop the rampaging pandemic. A mil-
lion additional cases have been 
detected globally roughly every four 
days since mid-July, according to an 
AFP tally, with India yesterday setting 
the record for the highest single-day 
rise in cases with 78,761. Even nations 
such as New Zealand and South 

Korea, which had previously brought 
their outbreaks largely under control, 
are now battling new clusters of 
infections. 

The surge in India, home to 1.3 bil-
lion people, came as the government 
further eased lockdown restrictions 
on the weekend to help ease pressure 
on the reeling economy. India is 
already the world’s third-most infect-
ed nation with more than 3.5 million 
cases, behind the US and Brazil. It has 
also reported more than 63,000 
deaths, according to the official health 
ministry toll. The US set the previous 
record on July 17 with 77,638 daily 
infections, according to an AFP tally. 

Experts warn that while a ramp up 
in testing in recent months was  
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JERUSALEM: Palestinian Alaa 
Borqan preferred to tear down his 
own house in Israeli-annexed east 
Jerusalem after a court ruled that it 
was constructed illegally and must be 
demolished. The 35-year-old was giv-
en two options: to destroy his four-
bedroom home in the Jabal Mukaber 
neighborhood himself, or to let the 
city council do it and then send him 

the bill. The Israeli authorities regular-
ly raze homes built by Palestinians on 
their own lands in east Jerusalem and 
the occupied West Bank if they lack 
Israeli construction permits. 

The catch, according to an UN 
study, is that such permits are “virtu-
ally impossible” to obtain and the 
result is a chronic housing shortage. “I 
applied to city hall for a building per-
mit, but without success,” Borqan told 
AFP. “I spent around 75,000 shekels 
($22,000, 18,700 euros) on legal fees 
and on a ground survey,” he said. Ben 
Avrahami, an advisor to the city 
authorities on east Jerusalem, said 
that every case is handled strictly 
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