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Deputy Amir congratulates 
Kuwaiti inventor for awards

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent yesterday a cable of congratulations to 
Engineer Jenan Al-Shehab for winning two awards 
and a gold medal at a global event organized by the 
Toronto International Society of Innovation and 
Advanced Skills (TISIAS). His Highness the Deputy 
Amir and Crown Prince praised Shehab for her 
well-deserved achievement, as well as her keenness 
to participate in the name of Kuwait in regional and 
international competitions. His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent a similar cable.  

Kuwaiti inventor Shehab has grabbed two 
awards and a gold medal at the Fifth International 
Invention Innovation Competition in Canada, iCAN 
2020, according to the winners list issued on 
Saturday. Shehab was declared one of the winners 
of the Canadian Special Awards presented by 
TISIAS and also a winner of the Best Woman 
Inventors Awards of iCAN 2020. She was also qual-
ified to the final and grand prizes stage in July after 
winning a gold medal at the preliminary contest. 

Shehab got the awards for inventing a wireless 
power transmission system, named Electrodis. 
“Elecrodis helps transmit electricity wirelessly from 
a distance without the need for any physical con-
nections as it converts electromagnetic waves into 
electricity that can be used in charging and activat-
ing electronic/electrical devices,” she said in a 
statement to the press. She added that her invention 
is proven and patented to transmit wireless electric-
ity from up to three meters. Over 600 inventors 
from 60 countries partook in the international com-
petition which was held online. 

Shehab won several international and local prizes 
including Kuwait’s Youth Excellence and Creativity 
Award in 2018. Later, His Highness the Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
honored her for grabbing the prestigious prize. In 
2019, she bagged a gold medal at the Moscow 
International Inventions and Innovative Technology 
Salon ‘Archimedes’. In June of the same year, she got 
the Special Recognition Award from Global Woman 
inventor and innovator network GWIIN. — KUNA

Female engineer wins for inventing wireless power transmission system 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Dar Al-
Yamama yesterday. — KUNAKUWAIT: Kuwaiti inventor Jenan Al-Shehab shows a 

picture of her invention on her laptop. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  Deputy 
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah 
met  Palest ine ’s  Ambassador  to 
Kuwait Rami Tahboub yesterday to 
discuss bi lateral relations along 

with regional and global develop-
ments. Assistant Foreign Minister 
for the Deputy Foreign Minister’s 
Office Ayham Al-Omar attended the 
meeting. — KUNA

Deputy FM meets 
Palestinian envoy 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh and 
Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen 
Essam Al-Nahham toured a number of 
checkpoints Saturday night to check the 
mechanism of field operations, coordina-
tion amongst various security sectors, the 
execution of traffic plans and the deploy-
ment of security patrols as the curfew 
ended yesterday morning. During the 
tour, Saleh thanked ministry personnel for 
their dedication and achievements during 
the curfew periods in the past five 
months, noting that such achievements 
should be taken as the basis to achieve 
further successes and putting the instruc-
tions of His Highness the Deputy Amir 
and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah into practice.  

Interior Ministry 
praises personnel 
on end of curfew

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh (center) is seen during 
the tour.
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working hard to find a solution, but it has proven 

elusive,” he said.  
“The rift has only compounded current chal-

lenges in the region, and is openly putting money in 
the pocket of Iran, which is collecting overflight fees 
from the region,” Schenker warned, commending HH 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and the leadership of Kuwait for working 
tirelessly to reach a solution to the crisis. 

On the US push to maintain an arms embargo 
and restore broader UN sanctions on Iran, 
Schenker appreciated the support of Kuwait and 
Gulf partners at the UN Security Council. The US 
suffered a defeat at the Security Council earlier this 
month when it failed to muster support for a resolu-

tion to extend the conventional arms embargo on 
Iran. “We are disappointed Russia and China 
stopped the proposal from moving forward. If this 
arms embargo is not renewed, Iran will be in a posi-
tion to proliferate weapons more easily, such as to 
Hezbollah, the Houthis and Iran-backed Shiite mili-
tias in Iraq. In any event, I would like to thank the 
government of Kuwait for supporting us,” he said. 

Schenker earlier met Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah at the for-
eign ministry. The two officials discussed the “his-
toric and solid” relationship between Kuwait and 
the US and latest regional and international devel-
opments, the foreign ministry said in a statement.  
Schenker also met National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and the American Chamber of 
Commerce to discuss Gulf unity, regional security 
and economic cooperation.  

From Kuwait, Schenker heads to Qatar and 
Lebanon. Last week, US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo visited Bahrain, Israel, Oman, Sudan and 
the UAE during a regional tour. 

US not pressuring 
Kuwait to...
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countries in the region to follow the Emiratis. 

“While this peace agreement was thought to be 
impossible, the stage is now set for more,” Kushner 
said of the Israel-UAE accord yesterday. “What I felt 
over the last couple of weeks is a new sense of opti-
mism, and we must seize that optimism and we must 

continue to push to make this region achieve the 
potential that it really has.” 

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, who also met 
with Kushner yesterday, called on “other Arab and 
Muslim states to follow this path of friendship and 
to establish full and warm relations with the State 
of Israel - peace between nations and peoples, 
peace for peace”. As part of the normalisation 
agreement announced by US President Donald 
Trump, Israel agreed to suspend planned annexa-
tions in the occupied West Bank, although 
Netanyahu quickly insisted the plans remained on 
the table in the long-run. —AFP  

Bibi claims ‘many  
more’ secret talks...
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 according to the law. “The demolitions are being 

carried out by order of an Israeli court and are sub-
ject to careful legal scrutiny,” he said. 

Borqan, a father of four, however said he was 
dismayed after he hired a bulldozer that tore down 
his own house in front of his eyes. He said he had 
invested all his savings in the building, taking on a 
debt of 800,000 shekels and putting in four years 
of work. The court, which ruled the structure illegal 
because it was built without a permit, fined him 
60,000 shekels for the offence. He now lives with 
his family in a house that he rents for 2,800 shekels 
a month. Standing in the rubble of his former house, 
he recounted “how difficult it is to demolish (a 
home) with one’s own hands”. 

According to city hall, 44 houses have been 
demolished in east Jerusalem since the start of this 
year. Some owners prefer to raze their homes them-
selves to avoid having to pay sometimes thousands 
of shekels to the city’s demolition crews. Under 
Israeli occupation since the 1967 Six-Day War, east 
Jerusalem is home to around 300,000 Palestinians 
and 200,000 Jewish settlers. 

Palestinians charge that the true purpose of the 
permit regime is to empty the city of its Palestinian 
inhabitants. The UN’s Office for Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) noted in an April 2019 report that in 
east Jerusalem “a restrictive planning regime 
applied by Israel makes it virtually impossible for 
Palestinians to obtain building permits”. “At least 
one-third of all Palestinian homes in east Jerusalem 

lack an Israeli-issued building permit, potentially 
placing over 100,000 residents at risk of displace-
ment,” it added. 

OCHA says that only 13 percent of east 
Jerusalem is designated for Palestinian construc-
tion, much of which is already built up, while 35 
percent has been allocated to Israeli settlements, 
which are illegal under international law. According 
to the director of the Jerusalem Centre for 
Economic and Social Rights, Ziad Hammuri, the 
self-demolitions are “humiliating” and “have con-
siderable psychological effects” on families, in 
addition to heavy financial costs. But many 
Palestinians still prefer to demolish their property 
themselves, fearing arrest if they are unable to pay 
the city’s demolition bill or fines.   

On July 2, the Shalalda family also demolished 
their home, a two-bedroomed apartment in A-Tur. 
It is “very difficult, a dream has been destroyed,” 
lamented Sara Shalalda, a mother of six. “We were 
about to move in, we didn’t want to have to pay rent 
anymore.” According to OCHA, 65 children were 
displaced and 85 others variously affected by self-
demolitions in east Jerusalem in the first six months 
of the year. 

Palestinians lack 30,000 to 40,000 housing 
units, rents are high, and building permits are 
expensive, said Mahmud Zahaykeh of the 
Jerusalem Housing Union. “The average rent is 
$800 and a building permit for an apartment can 
cost $50,000,” he added. “Only 20 percent of res-
idents obtain permits, and the process can take 
five years.” Avrahami says the city grants around 
250 building permits to Palestinians each year. 
Borqan had hoped to be among the lucky ones but 
his hopes were dashed. “They don’t want us to 
stay,” he said, referring to Israel. “But we are not 
going to move.”— AFP 

Palestinians  
raze homes...
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encouraging, more needed to be done to capture 

the scale of the pandemic in the world’s second-most 
populous nation. India’s home affairs ministry said 
gatherings of up to 100 people would be allowed 
with face masks and social distancing at cultural, 
entertainment, sports and political events from next 
month. Metro train services would also resume “in a 
graded manner” in major cities. Schools remain 
closed but students can meet teachers on a voluntary 
basis on school premises if needed, according to the 
new guidelines. 

On the other side of the world, Latin America - the 
worst-hit region - is still struggling with its first wave, 
with COVID-19 deaths in Brazil crossing 120,000, 
second only to the United States. Brazil’s curve “has 
stabilized now, but at a very dangerous level: nearly 
1,000 deaths and 40,000 cases per day,” said 
Christovam Barcellos, a researcher at public health 
institute Fiocruz. “And Brazil still isn’t past the peak.” 

More than 843,000 people have died of COVID-
19 globally, and with no vaccine or effective treat-
ment available yet, governments have been forced to 

resort to some form of social distancing and lock-
downs to stop the spread of the virus. Masks will 
become mandatory from today on public transport 
and flights in New Zealand, which went more than 
100 days without local transmission before the cur-
rent cluster emerged. 

And tightened virus curbs kicked in yesterday in 
South Korea, which is also battling fresh clusters - 
including in the greater Seoul region, home to half 
the country’s population. In Iraq, thousands of Shiite 
pilgrims wearing gloves and masks flooded the holy 
city of Karbala to mark Ashura, in one of the largest 
Muslim gatherings since the pandemic began. 

Typically, millions of Shiites from around the 
world flock to the shrine, but this year’s commemo-
ration was subdued with employees spraying disin-
fectant mist, checking temperatures and enforcing 
social distancing. “Honestly, this year is nothing like 
the millions-strong commemorations of other 
years,” said Fadel Hakim, a blue medical mask cup-
ping his chin. “It stands out because there are so 
few people.” 

Despite the grim numbers, there has been steady 
opposition to lockdowns and social distancing 
measures in many parts of the world, often because 
of their crushing economic cost. But resistance has 
also come from the extreme right and left of the 
political spectrum, as well as conspiracy theorists 
and anti-vaccine campaigners.— AFP 

Record rise  
in India virus...


