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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education’s private
and qualitative education sector issued a circular
on August 23, 2020 suspending studies for dis-
abled students until further notice. The decision,
due to the coronavirus pandemic and MoE’s deci-
sion to allow remote learning for all other students
in public and private schools, will prevent the com-
pletion of studies for those yet to finish the
2019/2020 academic year and bans the start of the
new school year online. 

Many parents of disabled and differently-abled
children in Kuwait are outraged and unhappy
with the complete suspension of their children’s
education. There are 52,641 disabled persons
registered with the government, including thou-
sands of school-age children, though not all
attend school full-time. 

“This is a random decision that came without
studies. It has a very negative effect on our chil-
dren. The ministry didn’t take our opinion nor
did they conduct a survey. The director of the
school where my daughter studies said the min-
istry didn’t inform them of any plan for the next
academic year. She told me that the school is
ready for any decision - whether it is to study at
school or e-learning,” Naseema Al-Matrouk, a
parent, told Kuwait Times.

Some students that study in programs for dis-
abled or differently-abled children were able to
complete the 2019/2020 academic year via remote
learning. “My daughter graduated the 2019/2020
academic year in July after studying online. Her
school - Dasman - provided an online option for
students, but not all parents agreed to e-learning
and preferred to wait for the in-class option to
complete the school year. These students can’t con-
tinue now due to the new decision. Also, my daugh-
ter won’t be able to start the new year,” she added.

Continuous learning
The interruption of learning for long periods will

have a negative effect on disabled children. “My
daughter is a Down syndrome child, and she has to
continuously learn, otherwise she will forget what
she [previously] learned. When she was studying
online, she was keen to perform all instructions of
the teacher and never complained. We, as parents of
disabled kids, are considering a petition to present
to the minister of education,” Matrouk said.

Um Mohammed is also a mother of a disabled
child with Down syndrome. “I am very disappointed
with this decision, especially since my son is one of
the best students in his class and always excels in
his studies. He is also a champion in swimming.
Unfortunately, his school did not provide e-learning
for the last semester although other schools for dis-

abled students did so. Fortunately Al-Tomooh
Kuwaiti Sports Club contacted us during this period
and provided online activities daily through Zoom
including yoga, zumba and lectures and competi-
tions about Kuwait, COVID-19 and others. Over 50
students participated and they enjoyed it very
much,” she noted.

Many schools had planned to resume in-class-
room learning with the appropriate social distanc-
ing and health requirements in place. Schools for
differently-abled children are also ready for the new
school year. 

“Hope School informed us earlier this month that
the academic year will start this week, and showed
parents their preparations, including sanitizing
classrooms and having only four students per class-
room. The school also took our signatures to let our
children study at the school under our responsibili-
ty, and we agreed. But suddenly the ministry of edu-
cation decided to cancel all forms of learning,” Um
Mohammed said.

This situation is tough for disabled students. “It’s
hard to control my son now. He is shouting most of
the time. He misses social life, and is now isolated
and sits in his room. This long interruption from
school has negatively affected my son and as a dis-
abled child, he may forget all the information he
learned, as disabled people need to have the infor-
mation repeated all the time,” she explained.

Virtual activities
The Kuwait Society of the Parents of the

Disabled has been providing virtual activities for
disabled children since the beginning of April.
“Keeping disabled children at home all the time
negatively affects their mental health, and may
increase the level of their disability,” warns Mustafa
Hasouna, trainer at the society, and head of sports
and training at Kuwait Special Olympics.

“I think the ministry’s decision was abrupt and
did not take into consideration the opinions and
expertise of people in the field. If they are protect-
ing disabled students from getting infected in
school, their family members are also in contact
wil l  many other people outside the house,”
Hasouna argued. 

According to him, making disabled students
stay at home for months will change their behav-
ior. “With learning and training, a disabled child
adapts to the community, but now all these stu-
dents may relapse and some may even be afraid to
go out of the house. They have to be systematical-
ly active and continuously learn. For instance, if I
changed one part of the training that he is used to
without telling him, he will still repeat the old seg-
ment. Most of our neighboring countries have set
a schedule for the new academic year for the dis-
abled, and here the ministry canceled the year
instead,” Hasouna rued.
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News in brief
Vaccine before large gatherings

KUWAIT: Weddings, ceremonies and other
large gatherings will not be allowed back in
Kuwait before a COVID-19 vaccine becomes
available, although authorities might allow
small-scale events during the fifth phase of
return to normalcy, Al-Qabas reported yester-
day quoting health ministry sources. There is
currently no timetable of the start of the fifth
phase, said the sources, noting that events
grouping a maximum of 60 people with strict
health protocols followed might be the way to
go until a vaccine is available.

500 medical staff

KUWAIT: The health ministry is currently in
the process of recruiting 500 medical staff
members from Pakistan as part of its plan to
deal with a potential second wave of the novel
coronavirus in Kuwait, Al-Jarida daily report-
ed yesterday quoting ministry sources. The
team, which includes doctors, nurses, intensive
care specialists and anesthesiologist, is
expected to arrive within a few weeks to
assist local medical staff in fighting COVID-
19, the sources added.

Teachers back to work

KUWAIT: Around 100,000 teachers and
educational staff members return to work at
public schools around Kuwait tomorrow, in
preparation for the start of the 2020/2021
academic year which begins on October 4,
2020, with online classes until further notice.
Educational facilities will currently observe
the maximum 50 percent staff attendance
percentage set as part of the fourth phase of
return to normalcy, Al-Jarida reported quoting
education ministry sources.

Disabled children’s parents in Kuwait
unhappy with school’s suspension

Studies for disabled students stopped until further notice due to COVID-19

1.5 million expats
hold high school or
lesser certificates
KUWAIT: Official statistics show that 83 percent of
expat workers have high school or lesser certificates, as
their numbers reach around 1.5 million, Al-Qabas daily
reported yesterday. Workers with intermediate certifi-
cates are around 900,000 while 114,000 have elemen-
tary certificates and 5,000 can only read and write. Stats
showed university graduates number 212,000, while
12,000 have postgraduate degrees. The number of grad-
uates is increasing, by 102,000 in 2016, 58,000 in 2017,
54,900 in 2018 and 14,700 in 2019. That means 2019 had
the least increase of expat labor in the marketplace.

The Public Authority for Manpower recently issued
administrative resolution number 520/2020, banning the
issuance of work permits for expats aged 60 or higher
and without university degrees starting from January 1,
2021. The decision was introduced as part of what the
government describes as its efforts to curb Kuwait’s
demographic imbalance.

Quotas for nationalities
“The human resources committee seeks to set quotas

for nationalities by law to remedy the population imbal-
ance and limit the influx of expats in the marketplace,”
Al-Qabas reported, quoting sources. “However, the gov-
ernment along with the technical office of the committee
support leaving setting percentages to concerned
authorities which will set the ratios in a way that will not
harm the function of public facilities and labor needs in
the public and private sectors, reducing the number of

expats and replacing them with Kuwaitis.”
The technical office said it is better to decide expat

percentages in a way that does not exceed the number of
citizens or half of them, and not to have a relative weight
for each nationality in order to have flexibility in imple-
mentation. The quota determination should be made after
studies to find Kuwait’s actual needs of services and
experiences, the sources argued.

Cash allowances
In other news, the Civil Service Commission (CSC)

has rejected a Health Ministry request to pay cash
allowances to its employees to make up for the annual
leaves they have not taken due to the current health cir-
cumstances, justifying the rejection on legislative restric-
tions. Informed sources in the CSC told Al-Rai daily that
compensating government employees for the annual
leaves they did not take this year because of COVID-19
requires amending the civil service law, and stressed that
CSC “will surely reject” other state departments’ similar
demands because the bodies know CSC’s response in
advance. “These departments must not ‘throw the ball’ in
CSC’s court and make it appear as if it is against incen-
tives for public servants,” the source said. 

Camping season
Separately, Kuwait Municipality is currently awaiting

health authorities’ decisions on the possibility of allowing
citizens to set up their own spring camps and the timing
of the season, which usually starts November 15.
However, all indications point out to the cancelation of
this year’s spring camping season due to COVID-19. In
this regard, informed sources told Al-Rai that opening
the receipt of applications to issue spring camp licenses
this year is up to the health ministry to decide, and
stressed that the Municipality will use all its potentials to
overcome obstacles and facilitate camping procedures
upon the health ministry’s approval.

MPs released, deny
involvement in 
trafficking case
KUWAIT: The public prosecution on Saturday
released MPs Saadoun Hammad and Salah
Khorsheed on KD 10,000 bail each after interro-
gating them in the human trafficking case in which a
detained Bangladeshi lawmaker is accused, Al-Rai
reported yesterday. Both MPs denied abusing their
powers, as claimed by the Bangladeshi defendant,
and strongly denied knowing him or having any
connection with him. They added that his accusa-
tions are groundless allegations he uses to muddy
the case.  Meanwhile, informed sources in the inves-
tigation department said the department ordered
summoning the Bangladeshi MP’s brother after
receiving new information that he was an associate
of the main defendant, his wife and others in human
trafficking operations involving thousands of their
compatriots desiring to travel to Kuwait. 

Recruitment agency
According to the Bangladeshi Daily Star newspa-

per, sending the victims to Kuwait was conducted
through a recruitment agency known as ‘Job Bank
International’ and a travel agency owned and run by
the Bangladeshi MP’s brother, who was known in the
business as ‘Leton Chowdhry’ and used to charge
every person they sent to Kuwait the equivalent of
KD 1,800-2,500 in Bangladeshi takas. 

Investigations also showed that the brother used
to collect the sums and deposit them in several bank

accounts belonging to him and his brother. The
sources added that Bangladeshi detectives had
arrested the recruitment agency’s chief accountant
on Aug 20 and that he provided detectives with
valuable information. 

In this regard, the Bangladeshi investigation
department’s deputy manager Imtiyaz Ahmed told
the Daily Star that “We managed to get valuable
information and names of new suspects involved in
smuggling people to Kuwait and we are currently
analyzing the information to verify whether the sus-
pects are actually involved.” Meanwhile, high-rank-
ing sources at the investigations department, who
spoke on condition of anonymity, told the Daily Star
that a search is on for the Bangladeshi MP’s brother.  

Fatal accidents 
In other news, three Kuwaitis died from burn

injuries and a fourth was hurt in a two-vehicle colli-
sion along Abdali farms road, Al-Rai reported quot-
ing security sources. The three bodies were recov-
ered by forensics while the injured person was
rushed to Jahra Hospital for treatment, the sources
noted. In a separate accident, an Indian man died
after a vehicle ran him over in Mahboula. The car’s
driver, Egyptian, turned himself in, said security
sources, noting that the victim died in hospital.

Separately, police intervened to break up a fight
that started as a dispute between two female neigh-
bors over taking the garbage out, and escalated into
an all-out brawl. Case papers indicate that a
Kuwaiti woman knocked at her neighbor’s door
asking her to remove the trash she had allegedly
thrown at her doorstep, which the neighbor refused,
starting a fight in which each assaulted the other.
Rushing to the scene, security forces controlled the
matter and both were taken to the station, where a
case was filed pending further investigations. 


