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LONDON: Mikel Arteta claimed Arsenal captain
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang is close to signing a
new contract after the Gunners beat Liverpool 5-
4 on penalties following a 1-1 draw in the Commu-
nity Shield on Saturday. Aubameyang put Arteta’s
side ahead in the first half at Wembley with a typ-
ically eye-catching strike. Japan’s Takumi Mi-
namino equalized with his first goal for Liverpool
late in the second half of the annual pre-season
friendly between the Premier League champions
and FA Cup winners.

In the shoot-out, Liverpool’s young striker Rhian
Brewster was the only player to miss, hitting the bar
with their third penalty before Aubameyang calmly
dispatched the decisive spot-kick. As if Arteta
needed any reminding, it was another sign of the in-
fluence wielded by his captain Aubameyang, who is
yet to commit his long-term future to the club as he
enters the final year of his contract. Gabon forward
Aubameyang has kept Arsenal waiting nervously

during protracted talks and he demurred when
asked in a post-match interview if he was ready to
sign the club’s contract offer.

“We are going to see, today we will just take the
trophy and that is it,” he said. Arteta has remained
confident the 31-year-old will stay and he insisted
his talisman’s status will be resolved to his satisfac-
tion before the Premier League season starts on
September 12. “We are close,” Arteta said of the
contract. “He was magnificent in the FA Cup final
and again today. “I try do my job, which is convince
him that he is in the right place, that he has the en-
vironment here to produce the moments like he’s
done today and he’s done here three weeks ago.

“I am very positive that he’s going to sign but a
lot of time there’s a lot of things involved in a con-
tract deal and we are trying to show him.” For Liv-
erpool, it was the second successive season they
have lost the Community Shield on penalties after
being beaten by Manchester City last term. That is

unlikely to concern coach Jurgen Klopp too much
given the champions’ lack of rest and preparation
since winning the title for the first time in 30 years.

“For these type of games you need the final
punch. We created enough, had the ball quite a lot,
but had to be careful of their counter-attack,” Klopp
said. “A penalty shoot-out is always a little bit of a
lottery and we were unlucky there, so congratula-
tions to Arsenal.” The Community Shield tradition-
ally serves as the curtain-raiser to the new English
season. But Liverpool and Arsenal were back in ac-
tion just 34 days after the end of the coronavirus-
delayed Premier League campaign and only six days
after the Champions League final concluded the en-
tire 2019-20 season.

Tactically astute 
After only one week of pre-season training, it was

a more encouraging result for Arteta, whose team
emulated their FA Cup final win over Chelsea with

another determined, tactically astute display. Liver-
pool were without the injured Trent Alexander-
Arnold and the naivety of his teenage replacement
Neco Williams was exposed by Aubameyang in the
12th minute. Cutting in from the left to reach Bukayo
Saka’s pass, Aubameyang was given too much time
and space by Williams.

Aubameyang made him pay with a superb curler
into the far corner from the edge of the penalty area,
celebrating the goal by crossing his arms in tribute
to “Black Panther” actor Chadwick Boseman, who
died Friday aged 43. It was Aubameyang’s fifth goal
for Arsenal at Wembley, making him the club’s joint
highest scorer at the national stadium with Alexis
Sanchez. He scored a brace in each of his previous
two Wembley appearances against Manchester City
and Chelsea. Liverpool equalized in the 73rd minute
when Minamino slotted home from close range for
his first Reds goal in his 15th appearance since his
January move from Salzburg. — AFP 

Arsenal win Community Shield
LONDON: Arsenal’s Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang lifts the trophy after winning the English FA Community Shield football match between Arsenal and Liverpool at Wembley Stadium in north London on
August 29, 2020. — AFP 

Aubameyang underlines value; Gunners beat Liverpool 5-4 on penalties

Barcelona’s Messi
fails to attend
COVID-19 test 
BARCELONA: Lionel Messi missed a
coronavirus test at Barcelona’s training
ground yesterday morning, club sources
have confirmed to AFP, raising the possibility
he will now boycott pre-season to force a
transfer.  Without passing a coronavirus test,
Messi will be unable to join team-mates for
new coach Ronald Koeman’s first training
session today, with the start of the La Liga
season less than two weeks away.

Messi was due to report for testing at
10:15am yesterday but according to sources
at Barca, he failed to show up at the Ciutat
Esportiva. The club’s captain and greatest
ever player could now be punished with a
fine and even a reduction in salary if the
strike continues. Luis Suarez-his best friend
and strike partner-and Arturo Vidal were
among players seen arriving for tests, despite
both being told they should find new teams
as part of a planned clear-out this summer.

The meet-up was a chance for Messi to
make his first public appearance since the
burofax stating his intention to leave arrived
in the offices of Camp Nou on Tuesday. In-
stead, his absence offers a clear indication

of his determination to secure a move and
how ugly this dispute could now become.
Taking part in the team’s pre-season pro-
gram could damage his legal case if his de-
parture ends up being settled in court.

Barcelona insist a clause included in
Messi’s contract that allowed him to go for
free this summer had to be activated by June
10 and is therefore no longer valid. The only
way the 33-year-old will be allowed to de-
part, the club argue, is through his release
clause, set at 700 million euros ($833 mil-
lion) until his contract expires on June 30,
2021. But Messi’s side believe the clause
refers not to a specific date but to 10 days
after the end of the season, which this year
was extended into August due to the pan-
demic, with the Champions League final
only played last weekend.

Supporters still hoping  
His absence suggests he is prepared to

do whatever it takes to quit the club he
joined as 13-year-old boy, and where most
expected him to continue all the way
through to retirement. Supporters, some of
whom stormed Camp Nou in protest last
week, remain hopeful Messi might still be
persuaded.

Outside the training ground yesterday
morning, a young boy wearing a Messi shirt
sat with his head in his hands, hoping his
hero could yet return. Mundo Deportivo, the
Barcelona daily with close links to the board,

reported on Saturday that the club is defiant,
even if every stance now could be a negoti-
ating ploy. “The more the days go by, the
firmer the board and president Josep Maria
Bartomeu are in not moving from their po-
sition,” it read. “Which is not to sell and, if
possible, to renew the contract of Messi.”

Bartomeu made it known through the
Spanish press on Thursday that he would
resign if Messi said publicly that he was the
problem and agreed to change his mind. But
Messi has remained steadfast. His snub yes-
terday comes after he asked for a meeting,
not to negotiate, but to begin facilitating an
amicable and dignified departure. “Messi’s
decision to leave Barca irreversible,” read
Diario Sport on Saturday. Manchester City
remain favourites to sign the 33-year-old,
whose basic annual salary alone amounts to
around 60 million euros.

If Barcelona and Messi decide to avoid a
lengthy legal process, a compromise selling
price of around 100 million euros could be
within reach for Abu Dhabi-owned City, while
eliminating their less wealthy rivals. Messi has
reportedly spoken to City coach Pep Guardi-
ola already but others remain in the running,
including Paris Saint-Germain, Inter Milan
and Juventus. The Italian sides would likely
require a much-reduced price to afford any
deal. Juve might view the chance to combine
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo as an historic
sporting and commercial opportunity too
good to pass up. — AFP 

Neymar and
Nike part ways
after 15 years
RIO DE JANEIRO: Nike said Saturday
it had parted ways with Neymar, ending
one of its most high-profile sponsorship
deals a decade and a half after signing the
star striker as a 13-year-old prodigy. “I
can confirm Neymar is no longer a Nike
athlete,” a spokesman for the US sports-
wear giant, Josh Benedek, said in an email
to AFP, without giving details. Media re-
ports said the 28-year-old Paris Saint-
Germain and Brazil talisman was in talks
with Nike’s German rival Puma. Brazilian
news site UOL said Neymar and Nike had
failed to reach a deal on how much money
he would be paid for renewing his con-
tract. It said negotiations between the
company and the footballer’s agents had
run into trouble months ago.

Neymar’s communications team did not
immediately respond to a request for com-
ment. Puma likewise did not immediately
respond to questions about reports the
company was in talks to sign him. Brazilian
newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo said Ney-
mar’s last deal with Nike was an 11-year
contract that was only set to expire in
2022, worth a total $105 million. Neymar,

who is fresh off the heartbreak of narrowly
losing the Champions League final to Bay-
ern Munich, holds the record for the most
expensive football transfer in history.

PSG paid 222 million euros to bring him
from Barcelona in 2017. Forbes magazine,
which ranks him the world’s seventh high-
est-paid celebrity, estimates his earnings
for this year at $95.5 million, including en-
dorsement deals. Neymar signed his first
deal with Nike as a youth standout at
Brazilian side Santos, which sold him to
Barcelona in 2013. With his skinny good
looks, tattoos, ever-changing hairstyles
and huge following on social media, the
player soon exploded onto the interna-
tional scene, dazzling the football world
with the skills he honed playing five-a-
side “futsal” on the mean streets of sub-
urban Sao Paulo. — AFP 
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