
OSLO: Accepting the Nobel Peace Prize in a
ceremony held online because of the coron-
avirus, the World Food Program (WFP) warned
yesterday of a “hunger pandemic” it said could
be worse than COVID-19. “Because of so many
wars, climate change, the widespread use of
hunger as a political and military weapon, and a
global health pandemic that makes all of that ex-
ponentially worse, 270 million people are march-
ing toward starvation,” WFP executive director
David Beasley said.

“Failure to address their needs will cause a
hunger pandemic which will dwarf the impact of
COVID,” he said, removing his facemask to make
his remarks broadcast from the WFP’s head-
quarters in Rome. The largest humanitarian or-
ganization fighting famine, the UN agency
founded in 1961 feeds tens of millions of people
each year - 97 million in 2019 - across all conti-
nents. The WFP was honored with the Nobel for
its efforts “to prevent the use of hunger as a
weapon of war and conflict”, committee chair-
woman Berit Reiss-Andersen said when she an-
nounced the winner on October 9.

With nationalist tendencies taking hold
across the globe, the WFP “represents exactly
the kind of international cooperation and com-
mitment that the world is in dire need of today,”
Reiss-Andersen said yesterday, speaking from a
deserted Nobel Institute in Oslo. The COVID-19
pandemic has forced Nobel officials to scale
back the traditional festivities to a bare minimum,

both in Oslo where the Peace Prize is announced
and presented, and in Stockholm, which hosts
the prizes for medicine, physics, chemistry, liter-
ature and economics. 

Cancellations hit the lavish banquets and glit-
tering ceremonies attended by distinguished
guests and royals in tiaras, replaced by more aus-
tere events mostly online. Because of the excep-
tional circumstances, the Nobel gold medal and
diploma were sent to Rome in a diplomatic pouch.

‘Call to action’   
“This Nobel Peace Prize is more than a thank

you. It is a call to action,” Beasley said. “Famine
is at humanity’s doorstep”, he said, and “food is
the pathway to peace.” In recent weeks, the
agency has expressed alarm about the risk of
famine in Burkina Faso, South Sudan, northeast-
ern Nigeria and Yemen. Already at record levels,
malnutrition in Yemen is expected to get even
worse due to the pandemic and lack of funds.

“We stand at what may be the most ironic
moment in modern history,” Beasley said. “On
the one hand, after a century of massive strides
in eliminating extreme poverty, today those 270
million of our neighbors are on the brink of star-
vation.” “On the other hand, there is 400 trillion
dollars of wealth in our world today. Even at the
height of the COVID pandemic, in just 90 days,
an additional 2.7 trillion dollars of wealth was
created. And we only need 5 billion dollars to
save 30 million lives from famine,” he added.

Nobel festivities in Stockholm have also been
cancelled, replaced by events mostly pre-
recorded for an online broadcast later. “The
pandemic has subjected us all to difficult obsta-
cles,” Nobel Foundation director Lars Heiken-
sten said yesterday. “We have been reminded of
the importance of cross-border cooperation in
resolving humanitarian crises and that, with the
help of science, we can find solutions to the chal-

lenges we face,” he added.
The 2020 Nobel literature laureate, US poet

Louise Gluck, was first to receive her medal and
diploma in a private ceremony at her home in
Massachusetts on Sunday, followed by separate
events for the other winners in their cities of res-
idence in recent days. This year’s laureates will
be welcomed to Oslo and Stockholm at a later
date, probably in 2021. — AFP 
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Nobel-winning food agency 
warns of ‘hunger pandemic’ 

‘Hunger pandemic’ worse than COVID-19: WFP

GUMDHUM, Bangladesh: A Rohingya Muslim refugee carries a rice bag along a road near Balukhali refugee camp.
Adjusting to a world where travel is hampered by the pandemic, this year’s Nobel laureates will receive their
prizes at home this week following the cancellation of the traditional Stockholm and Oslo ceremonies. — AFP 

US senators fail to 
block Trump sale 
of F-35 jets to UAE
WASHINGTON: Democrats failed Wednesday to
block the United States from selling top-of-the-line
fighter-jets to the United Arab Emirates, with most sen-
ators dismissing fears that President Donald Trump was
setting off a dangerous arms race. In one of the largest
arms deals of its four-year term, the outgoing adminis-
tration has approved $23 billion in stealth-capable F-
35 jets, unarmed drones and other weapons to the Gulf
ally after it agreed to recognize Israel, a major cause
for Trump. 

Splitting mostly on party lines, opponents failed to
convince a threshold of 50 senators in two procedural
votes that Trump was acting hastily before President-
elect Joe Biden takes over next month to bolster a nation
that was part of Saudi Arabia’s devastating offensive in
Yemen. Republican Senator Roy Blunt said that selling
weapons to the UAE supported US jobs and provided
“reinforcement of our friends who see common enemies
and are working directly to move their country and their
region in a much better direction.”

Trump had already threatened to veto the resolutions
if they passed, meaning both the Senate and House of

Representatives needed two-thirds majorities to over-
ride him. The White House in a statement said that the
weapons would enable the UAE to “deter increasing
Iranian aggressive behavior and threats issued in the
wake of that peace deal.” Robert Menendez, the top De-
mocrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
agreed that Iran posed risks but said: “We have yet to
understand exactly what military threat the F-35s or
armed drones will be addressing vis-a-vis Iran.” 

He noted that Qatar-a fellow US ally which is under
a blockade by the UAE and Saudi Arabia-has already
been pushing for its own F-35s. “Do we really think that
we can sell this just to the UAE and not have those other
countries come knocking on our door and starting a
very sophisticated arms race in the tinderbox of the
world?” Menendez asked on the Senate floor. Menen-
dez also voiced concern both over the discovery of Emi-
rati arms shipments to war-ravaged Libya, which is
under a UN arms embargo, and on signs the United
Arab Emirates has sought military ties with China.

The two Democratic senators from Arizona, Kyrsten
Sinema and Mark Kelly, both joined Republicans on the
drone sales, which involve Raytheon, a major employer
in their state, and Sinema also rejected the bid to stop
the F-35s. Senator Rand Paul, a Republican who usually
backs Trump but is critical of foreign military interven-
tions, was the sole crossover to team up with Democ-
rats. “It is not clear that dropping advanced military
technology into the region is in fact encouraging peace-
ful relations,” Paul said. — AFP 

‘My ambition? Another 
Nobel prize’: Chemistry 
laureate Charpentier 
STOCKHOLM: Winning the Nobel prize is often the peak of profes-
sional achievement, but chemistry laureate Emmanuelle Charpentier, who
received the coveted award this week, has her sights set on repeating her
success. Speaking ahead of the live-streamed ceremony crowning the
Nobel awards week, replacing the usual lavish royal banquet in Stockholm,
the 51-year-old French geneticist described winning the prize as “life-
changing” but said she still had many ambitions. 

“One ambition would be to win another Nobel prize, of course!” she
told AFP.  “But if I want to one day make another discovery, I know I’ll
need to isolate myself for some years, and I think that’s pretty much im-
possible at the moment,” Charpentier said. Another medal would see
Charpentier echo the achievement of scientist Marie Curie, whose 1911
chemistry prize made her the first person in history to be awarded a sec-
ond Nobel, eight years after her award for physics. Along with Jennifer
Doudna of the US, Charpentier won the Nobel chemistry prize for the
gene-editing technique known as the CRISPR-Cas9 DNA “scissors”, a
tool that allows scientists to snip DNA and edit the genetic code of ani-
mals, plants and microorganisms. The discovery has huge implications for
creating new medicines and for scientists’ understanding of the role of
genes in biology and disease. —AFP 


