
Pakistan signs $1.7 billion  
debt relief agreement8New defense minister 

takes oath before Amir2 Syrian potter preserves  
ancient craftsmanship12 Seahawks clinch playoff berth  

as Chiefs win ninth straight16
ISSUE NO: 18315

16 Pages  
150 Fils

JAMADA ALAWWAL 7, 1442 AH 
TUESDAY,  
DECEMBER 22, 2020

 
www.kuwaittimes.net

Max 20º 
Min 09º Established 1961 

The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

Kuwait halts flights, closes  
borders over virus variant

Recent returnees from UK, EU must undergo PCR test at Jaber Hospital 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Cabinet anno-
unced the closure of all ports and the 
suspended all commercial flights from 
11 pm yesterday until Friday, Jan 1, 
2021, after a new fast-spreading strain 
of coronavirus appeared in Britain. 
Kuwait on Sunday had banned pas-
senger flights from Britain over the 
new strain of the virus. 

Citizens and residents who arrived 
to Kuwait from the European Union 
and United Kingdom between Dec 11, 
2020 and Dec 21, 2020 are required 
to undergo a PCR test on the fifth and 
tenth days since arrival. They are 
instructed to take the test at Jaber 
Hospital from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, 
and bring evidence of their return 
date with them. 

Late Sunday, Saudi Arabia halted 
international flights and suspended 
entry through its land and sea ports 
for at least a week. The kingdom is 
“temporarily suspending all interna-
tional flights - except in exceptional 
cases - for a period of one week, 
which can be extended by another 

week,” the official Saudi Press Agency 
said. “Entry to the kingdom through 
land and sea ports will also be sus-
pended for a week, which can be 
extended by another week,” SPA 
added, citing the interior ministry. 

The suspension does not apply to 
international aircraft currently in the 
kingdom, which will be allowed to 
leave, SPA said. Cargo into Saudi 
Arabia will only be permitted from 
countries where the new strain has 
not been identified as having broken 
out. The Gulf sultanate of Oman 
adopted similar measures. It “decided 
(on Monday) to ban entry and exit 
from the country through the various 
land, air and sea borders starting 1:00 
am local time on Tuesday December 
22 for a week”, the official Oman 
News Agency reported. 

The decision was based on what 
“authorities in a number of countries 
announced regarding the emergence 
of a new COVID-19 strain”, it said, 
adding the suspension will not apply  
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Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad laid to rest

KUWAIT: Mourners carry the bier of Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah during his funeral at Sulaibikhat 
Cemetery yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3) 


