
Tuesday, December 22, 2020

4
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Kuwait Towers from the Arabian Gulf Street’s seaside. —Photo by Triana Halim (Instagram: @trianahalim)

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24833199 Extn. 125
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
Email: info@kuwaittimes.com
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in The Arabian Gulf

Indian embassy to celebrate 60th
anniversary of India-Kuwait ties

Kuwait’s COVID-19
cases jump by 230 to
148,209, one death
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MoH) reg-
istered yesterday 230 additional COVID-19 cases
over a 24-hour span, increasing the total number
of infections to 148,209, while one new death was
recorded raising the death toll to 922. Earlier, the
ministry confirmed 216 fresh recovery cases,
adding to a total of 144,142 cured people thus far.
Plus, active cases amounted to 3,145 with 55 of
them in intensive care units, MoH’s Spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad said. Health authorities con-
ducted 4,788 swab tests in 24 hours raising the
total to 1,223,177, he revealed. Dr Sanad urged
everyone in Kuwait to adhere to precautionary
measures against the virus and maintain social
distancing. —KUNA

Magnitude 4.3
earthquake on
Kuwait, Saudi border
KUWAIT: A 4.6 magnitude earthquake on Richter
scale was recorded on Kuwait-Saudi Border at 6:04
am yesterday, a tweet by the National
Meteorological Centre quoted the National Seismic

Network. According to volcanodiscovery.com, the
quake was recorded 56 km southwest of Al-
Ahmadi. United States Geological Survey (USGS)
reported that the earthquake hit early morning yes-
terday at 6:04 am local time at a shallow depth of
10 km. A second report was later issued by the
European-Mediterranean Seismological Centre
(EMSC), which listed it as a magnitude 4.3 earth-
quake as well. Based on the preliminary seismic
data, the quake should not have caused any signifi-
cant damage, but was probably felt by many people
as light vibration in the area of the epicenter.

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Indian Embassy in Kuwait will celebrate in a
big way the 60th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between Kuwait and India during
2021-22. “This is an important milestone in the history of
our engagement as India and Kuwait are entering into an
important phase of our relationship,” said Indian
Ambassador Sibi George while addressing Indian com-
munity groups during a virtual conference.

“Many of you, as residents of Kuwait, are aware of the
excellent relations that we maintain with Kuwait. I
thought it is important to reiterate this today in my
address. Similarly, for India, 2021-22 is a very important
year when we celebrate the 75th anniversary of our
Independence,” he said.  

“We plan to organize a series of events aimed at
increasing our outreach within Kuwait, to project the new
India and also to further deepen our engagement at
political, economic, cultural, scientific and people-to-
people levels,” he said. The ambassador urged Indian
associations, groups and individuals in Kuwait to con-
tribute in these efforts. George had been meeting the
community in small groups since his arrival. 

He said he would continue his engagement with each
of the associations and groups and community members,

but in strict compliance with the COVID-19 pandemic
guidelines. “As I am not able to meet our community in
large numbers due to the COVID situation, I thought it is
important to address all groups and associations virtually
today, to brief you on what we have been doing and what
we propose to do,” he pointed out.  He congratulated
Indian doctors, nurses and other medical personnel in
Kuwait who work day in and day out to save lives, in the
fight against COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I thank the many community members and various
associations who individually and in coordination with
ICSG took several steps to help our brothers and sisters
in need during the most difficult days of the pandemic.
The crisis is still not over. We should spread the mes-
sage to people not to panic and to remain calm and
confident. I urge our medical professionals, teachers
and office-bearers of various associations to continue
to offer their voluntary counseling services, particularly
to the vulnerable segments of our society, and help
them deal with the mental stress resulting from the
ongoing pandemic,” he said. 

He also thanked the Kuwaiti government and Kuwaiti
friends of India for their efforts and support in strength-
ening the bilateral relations between our two friendly
countries. “I congratulate the leadership and the people
of the State of Kuwait for a very successful elections to

the National Assembly, despite the challenges posed by

the pandemic situation. I had the honor of witnessing the
opening session of the National Assembly on December
15. I congratulate the new government led by His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,”
he said.

The ambassador said India’s Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had congratulated and conveyed best wishes to His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
on his re-appointment as the Prime Minister of Kuwait.
He said India’s External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar
had also congratulated Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah on his reappointment as Foreign
Minister of Kuwait. 

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George addresses
various Indian social groups during a virtual confer-
ence at the Indian embassy.

News in brief

Maids can use Mobile ID

KUWAIT: Director General of the Public Authority for
Civil Information Musaed Al-Asousi announced yester-
day the launch of a new update for the ‘Hawiyati’
Kuwait Mobile ID smartphone application to include
domestic workers (Article 20), whose numbers exceed
765,000 according to the latest statistics. He added
that domestic workers can use the app as a proof of
identity, and as a digital alternative to the civil ID in
order to complete transactions, as well as to enter and
exit through border crossings, especially with the
Cabinet’s plan regarding the return of domestic work-
ers to Kuwait. Asousi said that the number of users of
the app has exceeded 1,100,000.  —KUNA

Coordination for vaccine

KUWAIT: Kuwait General Administration of Customs
will provide all facilities for the arrival of the COVID-19
vaccine, General Director Jamal Al-Jalawi said. This came
in a coordination meeting yesterday with representatives
of the Ministry of Health, Directorate General of Civil
Aviation and express shipping companies. Jalawi said
that the customs department will provide necessary pro-
cedures to ensure quick custom clearance through pre-
release to maintain the safety and validity of the vaccines
in accordance with health requirements.  —KUNA

Poultry ban

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs
and Fish Resources announced placing a temporary ban
on live poultry from Poland, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium,
Italy, Croatia, and France, due to the emergence of bird
flu. “All shipments must meet the standards of the World
Organization for Animal Health, as well as Kuwait and
GCC procedures,” it said in a statement.

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s Prime Minister Mustafa Al-
Kadhimi said on Sunday that Baghdad is eager to
establish closer relations with Kuwait across vari-
ous fields, which would lead to an overall stronger
relationship. Further developing a joint ministerial
committee for bilateral talks, which was set up by
the Arab Gulf neighbors, would be a by-product of
closer ties, a government statement cited Kadhimi

as saying amid a meeting with Kuwait’s ambassador
to Iraq Salem Al-Zamanan. Stronger relations with
Kuwait would also spark a positive ripple effect
across the entire region, keeping peace and stability
intact, he added, before going on to invite his
Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah to visit Iraq as part of a strategic
cooperation framework. —KUNA

Iraq Prime Minister pushes 
for closer ties with Kuwait

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi meets Kuwait’s ambassador to Iraq Salem Al-
Zamanan.  —KUNA


