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MADRID: Karim Benzema was described as “phenome-
nal” after scoring the opening goal and creating two oth-
ers as Real Madrid won 3-1 at Eibar on Sunday to move
level on points with city rivals Atletico at the top of La
Liga. Benzema and Luka Modric scored inside the first 13
minutes in the Basque Country to put Zinedine Zidane’s
men on their way to a fourth straight league win, with
Lucas Vazquez scoring a late third after Garcia Kike
pulled one back for Eibar.

“He is decisive. What he does is phenomenal,” said
Real coach Zinedine Zidane in praise of French compatri-
ot Benzema. “Not just in terms of goals. I’m repeating
myself on Karim, but he doesn’t just score goals. Karim
brings clear-sightedness to our game, that’s very impor-
tant. “When he scores it’s even better, but beyond that he
is very important to us.”

Real sit behind Atletico on goal difference, but have
the better head-to-head record, which is how level teams
are split at the end of the season. Diego Simeone’s
Atletico have two games in hand, though, after Saturday’s
3-1 success against Elche. Fifth-placed Barcelona are
eight points adrift of the Madrid pair following their 2-2
draw this weekend with Valencia. Eibar started brightly,
but fell behind in the sixth minute as Rodrygo fed
Benzema to slot in his seventh league goal of the season.

Benzema, who was also hailed by Zidane as the great-
est ever French centre-forward earlier this week, created
the second goal seven minutes later, cutting inside and
picking out Modric who fired home right-footed. The
striker should have doubled his tally in the 16th minute,
but he headed Modric’s cross past the post. Real went
close to a third goal again when home goalkeeper Marko
Dmitrovic kept out Rodrygo’s close-range effort, but
Eibar got themselves back into the match in spectacular
style before the half-hour mark. Kike collected the ball
outside the area before curling a fine finish past Thibaut
Courtois.

Benzema thought he had restored the visitors’ two-
goal lead before half-time, but was flagged for a marginal
offside, with VAR upholding the linesman’s decision.
Eibar, sitting 14th in the table, wasted an excellent chance
to equalize 11 minutes after the break, as Takashi Inui
shot wide following a rare mistake from Real captain
Sergio Ramos. The reigning champions struggled to put
the game to bed in the second half, with Marco Asensio
striking a free-kick narrowly off target shortly after com-
ing on as a substitute.

The capital giants survived a late scare when VAR
decided not to award Eibar a penalty after the ball
struck Ramos’s arm. Vazquez wrapped up the points in
injury time with a cool finish from a tight angle, having
been played in by Benzema. Earlier on Sunday, former
Spain international Roberto Soldado scored twice as
Granada moved into sixth with a 2-0 win over Real
Betis, while Getafe beat Cadiz 2-0 and Celta Vigo made
it four straight victories by seeing off Alaves by the
same scoreline. —AFP

‘Phenomenal’ Benzema stars 
as Real Madrid beat Eibar 3-1
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Miles Daisher performs a BASE jump at The Treasury in Petra, Jordan. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Real move level with Atletico at La Liga summit

Top-ranked Ko powers 
to victory in LPGA Tour 
Championship 
MIAMI: World number one Ko Jin-young pulled away
from second-ranked Kim Sei-young with five back-
nine birdies Sunday to win the LPGA’s season-ending
Tour Championship by five strokes. Ko, who was
playing just her fourth LPGA event of the pandemic-
disrupted season, had only squeezed into the elite
field with a tie for second at the US Women’s Open.
But the 25-year-old South Korean made the most of
her opportunity, firing seven birdies in her six-under
par 66 at Tiburon Golf Club in Naples, Florida. She
rolled in a final birdie at the 72nd hole for an 18-under
total of 270 and a convincing win over Kim and
Australian Hannah Green, who shared second on 275.

The $1.1 million winner’s prize-down from $1.5 mil-
lion last year but still the biggest in women’s golf in
2020 - put Ko atop the money list for the year. Her
$1.66 million in earnings in 2020 saw her top the $5
million mark for her career. It was the payoff for the
lonely weeks since she returned to the United States
in November, leaving family and friends back in South
Korea. “I just wanted to play CME,” she said of her
determination to make the season finale sponsored by
CME Group. “Last week I had really good round and
then I finished top two, so and then I can play here.”

Kim, whose two victories s ince LPGA play
resumed after a pandemic shutdown included a first
major at the Women’s PGA Championship, had come
into the day with a one-stroke lead. Unable to build
momentum in an even par round that featured three
bogeys and three birdies, her share of second was
enough to overtake veteran South Korean compatriot
Park In-bee for Player of the Year honors under the
points system used by the LPGA. Park finished in a tie
for 35th. —AFP

KUWAIT: Former Dakar Rally champions Toby Price,
Sam Sunderland and Matthias Walkner are ramping up
their Red Bull KTM Factory Racing preparations for the
2021 Dakar Rally as the world’s most fearsome off-road
race returns to Saudi Arabia. Here is all you need to know:

l The team were denied a 19th consecutive bike race
win 11 months ago in the first Saudi Arabia edition and
are focused on regaining their Dakar crown by coming
up with a fresh looking KTM 450 Rally bike.

l With the route now revealed, preparations have
gone into overdrive for these serial winners as 4,800 gru-
elling kilometres spilt across 12 timed special stages
awaits them in the Middle East. 

l The first of these 12 stages gets underway on January
3, 2021 with the finish line crossed by the winner back in
the port city of Jeddah by the Red Sea on January 15. 

l Australian Price wasted no time in achieving leg-
endary status at the Dakar with his two wins and three
third places including a 2019 victory earned racing with a
broken bone in his hand for most of the race.

l The 33-year-old Gold Coast native revealed: “The
landscapes we got to ride through in Saudi Arabia last
time out really blew me away. At times it felt like you
weren’t really on Earth, there were red rock mountains
that had you feeling like you were cruising through Mars.
I was expecting lots of dunes, but on that first week we

got a lot of hard-pack piste and stony roads.” 
l Briton Sunderland made a rapid start in the 2020

race, unfortunately a crash on stage five ended his bid for
a second Dakar title to add to his victory in 2017.

l The 31-year-old explained: “During my first experi-
ence of the Dakar in Saudi Arabia I was really amazed by
the terrain and the scenery that we passed. I didn’t realise
before that they had that much variance in terrain. Once
you’ve tasted victory, your only goal is to try and rematch
that. I think there’s now about 10 guys who can win the
Dakar. May the best man win.” 

l The 2018 Dakar champion and 2015 FIM Cross-

Country Rallies World Championship winner Walkner
wants to see the Austrian flag flying high again.

l The 34-year-old added: “I’m working towards our
goal of bringing KTM back to first place at the Dakar.
When the superstar veterans like (Marc) Coma were
gone it was pretty hard for my generation to fill their
shoes. Honda did a great job at the last Dakar and Ricky
(Brabec) deserved the win. Now it’s coming closer and
I’m getting more and more excited.”

l Australian rookie Daniel Sanders has graduated
from the KTM Factory Racing Junior Rally Program and
will line up for the curtain-raising prologue on January 2.
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Genoa sack coach Maran

MILAN: Rolando Maran was yesterday
sacked as coach of relegation-threatened
Serie A club Genoa after four months in the
job. The north-western port side fell to their
eighth defeat of the season against promoted
Benevento at  the weekend. “Genoa Cfc
announces that they have relieved coach
Rolando Maran f rom his  post . The c lub
thanks the coach and his staff for their com-
mitment ,”  the team sa id  in  a  s tatement .
Former Chievo and Cagliari boss Maran was
appointed in August after the team secured
top-flight survival with a 17th-place finish.
But the 57-year-old had a complicated start
when more than 20 members of the squad
were infected by COVID-19. They won their
season-opener 4-1 against promoted Crotone
on September 20, but have not won since and
are now second last in the table with seven
points from 13 games. —AFP 

Napoli slump at Lazio 2-0

ROME: Coach Gennaro Gattuso watched from
the sidelines with a black patch over his right
eye as an out-of-sorts Napoli fell to consecu-
tive defeats for the first time this season fol-
lowing a 2-0 loss at  Lazio in Serie A on
Sunday. “Rino is fighting this eye problem and
will have it for a few more days, then hopefully
everything will return as before,” his assistant
Luigi Riccio who attended the press confer-
ence in Gattuso’s place said after the match.
Gattuso, 42, suffers from ocular myasthenia, an
auto-immune disease that affects the muscles
which control the eyes, and which flared up
several days ago. Fifth-placed Napoli suffered
against Lazio, in eighth, who are their direct
r ivals for the Champions League places.
Napoli were playing without injured Nigerian
striker Victor Osimhen and club record scorer
Dries Mertens, with captain Lorenzo Insigne
suspended for insulting the referee in their
defeat at Inter Milan last time out. —AFP 

Thuram fined for spitting 

BERLIN: Borussia Moenchengladbach fined
striker Marcus Thuram one month’s salary, to
be paid to a charity, on Sunday for spitting on
an opponent the previous day. “Marcus has
accepted this and has also offered to engage
with this social cause on his own behalf,” the
club’s sporting director Max Eberl said in a
statement. Thuram was sent off after a video
review showed him spitting in the face of
Stefan Posch of Hoffenheim as the two argued
during a Bundesliga match. With Gladbach
down to 10 men, Hoffenheim scored a late goal
and won 2-1. According to Bild daily, the fine
could be in the region of 150,000 euros
($185,796) and constitute a club record sanc-
tion. “Today something took place that is not
in my character and must never happen.”
Thuram, a 23-year-old France international,
posted on Instagram after the game adding
that the spit “occurred accidentally and not
intentionally.” —AFP

Price, Sunderland and Walkner keen to regain bike title in Saudi

Tsunoda aims for 
instant F1 impact 
at AlphaTauri
TOKYO: Yuki Tsunoda said yesterday he
was confident his attacking driving style
would give Japanese fans plenty to cheer
when he makes his Formula One debut for
AlphaTauri next season. The 20-year-old will
become the first Japanese driver to compete

in Formula One since Kamui Kobayashi in
2014 after the team last week announced he
would replace Russia’s Daniil Kvyat.

Tsunoda was named FIA rookie of the
year on Saturday after finishing third in his
debut season with British team Carlin in the
Formula 2 championship, and the Japanese
driver wants to make a similar impact when
he steps up in class next year. “My strong
point is my attacking style, and I’m confident
that people who see me driving will be
impressed by it,” the 20-year-old, who won
three Formula 2 races in 2020 with seven

podium finishes and four pole positions, told
reporters during an online press conference.

“I’m a rookie, so for the first half of the
season I want to double down on my
attacking style and take it as far as I can,
even if I make mistakes,” he added. Tsunoda,
who is backed by the junior program of
AlphaTauri’s engine supplier Honda, will
join France’s Pierre Gasly at the Italian team
next season. “My teammate has a lot of
experience and I want to absorb as much as
I can from him while also seeing how far my
potential can take me,” said Tsunoda. 

“Then, for the second half of the sea-
son, I want to use everything I’ve learned
and try to improve with every race.”

The diminutive 1.59 meter Japanese
admitted he will have to hit the gym over
the winter to cope with the Formula One
car’s superior power and downforce after
driving 123 laps during his Formula One test
in Abu Dhabi earlier this month.  “In
Formula 2, I didn’t really notice my neck
moving forward when I braked, but when I
drove an F1 car and hit the brakes for the
first time, I really felt the G-force on my
neck,” said Tsunoda. —AFP

EIBAR: Eibar’s Spanish defender Pedro Bigas (right) challenges Real Madrid’s French forward Karim
Benzema during the Spanish league football match between SD Eibar and Real Madrid CF on December
20, 2020. —AFP


