
LONDON: New West Brom manager Sam 
Allardyce says he wants to see the spirit the players 
showed in last week’s 1-1 draw with Manchester 
City return for the Premier League strugglers’ next 
game against champions Liverpool. The 66-year-
old faces a daunting challenge to preserve his man-
agerial record of never being relegated from the 
Premier League after West Brom slumped to a 3-0 
defeat to Aston Villa in his first game on Sunday. 

The former England manager’s first match in 
charge since replacing Slaven Bilic left him with 
much food for thought-not least whether Jake 
Livermore should be restored to the captaincy 
when the former England international has served a 
three-game ban for his red card in Sunday’s match. 
Since the Premier League came into being, no club 
with fewer than eight points after 14 games have 
stayed up. This was West Brom’s 14th game and 
they have seven points. “An easy one next 
(Liverpool),” quipped Allardyce about next 
Sunday’s game at Anfield. “We will give it our best 
shot, no-one expected us to battle against 
Manchester City and I did not see that tonight, we 
need to find that.” 

Allardyce is renowned for no-frills football but 
his strength is instilling self-belief. He will need to 
act fast as Liverpool hammered Crystal Palace 7-

0 at the weekend. “It’s one win in 14,” Allardyce 
said of West Brom. “My first battle is to make sure 
they don’t lose confidence in their own ability. 
“Then I need to guide them to battle their way out 
of this position, because they can’t play their way 
out.” Allardyce said he would consult with the 
players over their failure to adapt to the Premier 
League after Bilic guided them back a season 
after being relegated.  

“I want to find out why the players think they 
haven’t got the results they feel they have 
deserved,” he said. The Villa game was the seventh 
time they have failed to score-and they have kept 
only two clean sheets. “Small moments can define 
your season. If you concentrate when these small 
moments come along and you stop mistakes, then 
you stop conceding goals,” said Allardyce.  

“That is the ultimate aim for me in the begin-
ning.” Livermore will have felt the lash of the 
blunt-speaking Allardyce after the seven-times 
capped midfielder was sent off for a lunge on Villa 
playmaker Jack Grealish. “I am upset with the red 
card,” said Allardyce. “It was reckless and he will 
be fined. “He has apologized but I won’t accept 
another sending-off no matter what. “Someone 
else has to be captain now because Jake is sus-
pended for three games.”— AFP 
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Lennon dedicates  
Scottish Cup win  
to Celtic board 

 
GLASGOW: Neil Lennon thanked the Celtic 
board for giving him the chance to become the 
first man to win a treble of Scottish domestic 
trophies as a player and a manger after a dra-
matic penalty shootout win over Hearts on 
Saturday. Celtic clinched a 12th consecutive 
domestic trophy with a 4-3 win on penalties 
after a 3-3 draw at an empty Hampden. 

The troubles that have plagued Lennon’s 
men all season were in evidence as twice they 
failed to hold onto a lead against the Scottish 
Championship side. But with the Scottish Cup 
resuming at the semi-final stage in October 
from last season, the Hoops were able to polish 
off a ‘quadruple treble’. “It’s a very, very spe-
cial moment for me. I’ve been here 20 years 
and I think I’ve become the first one to win it 
as a player and a manager,” said Lennon, who 
returned for a second spell in charge in 
February 2019 after Brendan Rodgers had won 
the first seven of the 12-trophy haul. 

“I’m very grateful to people who have sup-
ported me along the way.” Fans have protested 
outside Celtic Park in recent weeks calling for 
Lennon’s sacking as Celtic have fallen 16 points 
behind Rangers at the top of the Scottish 
Premiership, albeit with three games in hand, 
and crashed out of the League Cup, 
Champions League qualifying and Europa 
League with a string of embarrassing results. 
But the club’s major shareholder Dermot 
Desmond and chief executive Peter Lawwell 
have resolutely backed Lennon. 

“It’s a monumental achievement for the 
club,” added Lennon. “I’d like to dedicate it to 
Mr. Desmond, Peter and the board for their 
unwavering support over the last few weeks. 
And the players, they’ve been absolutely mag-
nificent.” Despite the celebrations, the perform-
ance will do little to convince the Celtic support 
they can reel Rangers back in to win a record 
10th consecutive league title. Ryan Christie’s 
brilliant strike and Odsonne Edouard’s penalty 
looked to have Celtic in complete command at 
half-time, but their defensive problems were 
exposed as Liam Boyce and Stephen Kingsley 
pulled Hearts level. — AFP  

WEST BROMWICH: Aston Villa’s striker Bertrand Traore jumps for the ball during the English Premier League football 
match between West Bromwich Albion and Aston Villa on December 20, 2020. —AFP 

Matches on TV  
(Local Timings)

Show some fight, new manager  
demands of West Brom players 

West Brom slump to a 3-0 defeat to Aston  

ENGLISH LEAGUE CUP 
Brentford v Newcastle United      20:30 
beIN Sports HD 2 
Arsenal v Manchester City      23:00 
beIN Sports HD 1 
 

SPANISH LEAGUE 
Valencia C.F v Sevilla       19:30 
beIN Sports HD 1 
Elche CF v Osasuna       19:30 
beIN Sports HD 5 
Huesca v Levante       21:45 
beIN Sports HD 5 
Real Sociedad v Atletico de Madrid   21:45 
beIN Sports HD 3 
Real Valladolid v FC Barcelona      00:00 
beIN Sports HD 3 
Villarreal CF v Athletic de Bilbao     00:00 
beIN Sports 
 

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE 
Crotone v Parma Calcio 1913      20:30 
beIN Sports HD 4 
Juventus FC v ACF Fiorentina      22:45 
beIN Sports HD 4

PARIS: Lille moved back top of 
Ligue 1 on Sunday after holding Paris 
Saint-Germain to an uninspiring goal-
less draw which failed to live up to its 
pre-match billing. Lille take first place 
in the French top flight from Lyon on 
goal difference after a match which 
saw just a handful of shots on target 
and very little in the way of incident. 
PSG are a point back in third after 
failing to create anything from their 
territorial dominance, shorn of attack-
ing inspiration without Neymar and 
Mauro Icardi, among others, while 
Kylian Mbappe started on the bench 
as he reportedly struggles with a 
thigh knock. 

Marseille meanwhile are five points 
behind the leaders after their 1-1 draw 
with Reims on Saturday, although 
Andre Villas-Boas’ side do have two 
games in hand on their title rivals. “I 
saw a very strong performance from 
my team,” insisted PSG coach Thomas 
Tuchel. “We lacked a lot of quality but 
we played well. We were very disci-

plined and we never lost our struc-
ture.” PSG were the stronger side in a 
dismal first half which didn’t see a shot 
on target until Moise Kean’s weak 
flicked header was easy collected by 
Mike Maignan in the 42nd minute. 

Lille, who on Friday were sold to 
Callisto, a subsidiary of the Merlyn 
Partners investment fund, struggled to 
get a foothold in the biggest match of 
their league campaign so far. PSG’s 
dominance continued in the second 
period but they were lacking their 
usual creative spark, and the highlight 
of the latter stages was Presnel 
Kimpembe’s superb tackle on Burak 
Yilmaz with Lille charging towards 
goal on the break. 

Kimpembe appeared to injure a 
hamstring as he charged across to 
make the goal-saving tackle with 12 
minutes remaining, and limped off 
soon afterwards. Mbappe had been 
brought on a minute before 
Kimpembe’s challenge but did very 
little in the time afforded him, and the 
curtain was soon brought down on a 
forgettable encounter between two 
tired-looking teams. 

 
Monaco bounce back 

Germany striker Kevin Volland 
scored his sixth Ligue 1 goal as 
Monaco battled to a 1-0 win at bot-

tom club Dijon to snap a three-
match losing streak. Their  win 
moved the seventh-placed princi-
pality club within seven points of 
Li l le  and Lyon. Former Bayer 
Leverkusen forward Volland slotted 
in the only goal on 15 minutes, with 
both sides seeing later efforts ruled 
out by VAR. “After four straight wins 
and then three defeats on the 

bounce, the most important thing 
was to win,” said coach Niko Kovac. 

“It was not the best Monaco but 
we showed lots of character and 
that’s the best way to move for-
ward.” Rennes are two points ahead 
of Monaco in fifth after strolling to a 
3-0 win at Lorient, who sit second-
from-bottom after their 11th defeat 
of the season. — AFP  

VILLENEUVE-D’ASCQ: Lille’s Portuguese defender Jose Fonte (left) fights for the 
ball with Paris Saint-Germain’s French defender Layvin Kurzawa during the 
French L1 football match between LOSC Lille and Paris Saint-Germain on 
December 20, 2020. —AFP  

Lille reclaim 
top spot with 
PSG stalemate 

7-try Racing thrash  
Harlequins; Bears  
edge Connacht  

 
LONDON: Racing 92 ran in seven tries as they 
thrashed Harlequins 49-7 on Sunday to stay with 
the Pool 2 pacesetters in the European Champions 
Cup. Last season’s runners-up gained a bonus point 
to join two other French clubs, Lyon and Toulouse, 
at the top of the 12-team pool with 10 points after 
two of the four rounds of games.  

Racing were in control from the third minute 
when fullback Teddy Thomas scored in the corner. 
Prop Kevin Le Guen added a second after 19 min-
utes after the Racing pack drove Quins back in a 
driving maul. Maxime Machenaud converted both 
tries and kicked two penalties to put the visitors 
ahead 20-0 at the break but he missed three con-
versions in the second half. The second half started 
like the first, when Racing’s Irish winger Simon Zebo 
crossed in the corner in the first minute.   

Prop Georges-Henri Colombe secured the bonus 
point with a try in the 49th minute. Scottish fly-half 
Finn Russell chipped over the defense for centre 
Donovan Taofifenua who spun through a tackle to 
score in the 61st minute. Scrum-half Scott Steele 
replied for Quins but Racing responded with two 
late scores. Teddy Baubigny, who had replaced Le 
Guen, smashed over in the 76th minute and Francois 
Trinh-Duc, who had come on for Russell, trotted 
over two minutes later. 

Trinh-Duc also converted both late tries. “Our 

forwards had a lot of control in the match,” Russell 
told British broadcaster BT. “Our driving mauls and 
our scrums, always on the front foot, we’re guaran-
teed to get good ball there. “The whole pack create 
that strength and that power and I would imagine 
for teams that are facing  us, it’s quite daunting. It’s 
a real strength.” In Sunday’s late game, Bristol 
recorded their first win with a battling 27-18 victory 
at Connacht. The Bears, who were mauled 51-38 by 
Clermont in last weekend’s opening round, moved 
into sixth place in the pool, four points off the lead. 

Former Leinster forward Bryan Byrne scored the 
only try of the opening half which ended with 
Bristol holding a 5-3 edge. Ed Holmes, Piers 
O’Conor and Ioan Lloyd added further scores for 
the visitors after the interval. Connacht, who fought 
gallantly in a narrow 26-22 loss to Racing last time 
out, are third from bottom of the pool with just a 
bonus point to their name. Bristol gave a European 
debut to Fijian winger-and British army soldier-
Ratu Naulago, who recently moved from Hull FC in 
rugby league to play union. —AFP  

LONDON: Racing 92’s French prop Georges-Henri Colombe Reazel scores a try during the European Rugby Champions 
Cup first round, Pool B, rugby union match between Harlequins and Racing 92 on December 20, 2020. —AFP 

Zambian club defend  
62-match unbeaten  
home record  

 
JOHANNESBURG: Zambian club Nkana have 
played 62 home matches in Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) competitions and never lost 
- a record even mighty Al Ahly of Egypt cannot 
match. They hope to extend the remarkable run of 
44 victories and 18 draws from 1983 when they host 
Petro Luanda of Angola on Wednesday in a CAF 
Champions League last-32 first leg. The record 
could be in jeopardy, though, as Nkana struggled to 
overcome modest Bantu of Lesotho in the prelimi-
nary round and their domestic form has been poor 
with just three wins in eight league matches. Here, 

AFP Sport highlights five of the 32 clubs seeking 
overall victories, places in the group stage and a 
minimum $550,000 (450,000 euros) prize money. 
 

Nkana 
Nkana sacked coach Manfred Chabinga last 

week and hired Kelvin Kaindu after a disappointing 
start to the Zambian Premier League and the 
Champions League seasons. Kaindu has been set a 
tough target of going beyond the group stage in 
Africa with a club he calls “the greatest in Zambia”. 
While Nkana struggled against Bantu, Petro did not 
impress either, needing an 89th-minute goal from 
‘Yano’ to squeeze past minnows Akonangui from 
Equatorial Guinea. 

 
Simba 

The Tanzanian club caused the biggest upset of 
the preliminary round by scoring the only goal of a 
tie against Plateau United of Nigeria. It was the first 

time a club from the east African nation had beaten 
Nigerian opponents in a two-legged Champions 
League encounter. The team coached by Belgian 
Sven Vandenbroeck face another tricky assignment, 
away to Platinum of Zimbabwe, who reached the 
group stage of the last two editions. 

 
Sonidep 

The Niger club have traditionally struggled, 
even at home, against top-class opposition and are 
the first team to confront Al Ahly in Africa since 
they won a record-extending ninth title last month. 
Uncomfortable heat - it was 34 degrees celsius (93 
fahrenheit) in Niamey Sunday - could hamper the 
Cairo Red Devils with the first leg scheduled to 
kick off at 1500 local time. Ahly travelled to west 
Africa without head coach Pitso Mosimane, who is 
self-isolating after contracting Covid-19, and fel-
low South African Cavin Johnson has taken tempo-
rary charge. — AFP  


