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Chiefs win ninth straight
Seahawks clinch NFL playoff berth

LANDOVER: Running back Chris Carson #32 of the Seattle Seahawks is tackled by strong safety Kamren Curl #31 and outside linebacker Shaun Dion Hamilton #51 of the Washington 
Football Team in the first half at FedExField on December 20, 2020. — AFP  

LOS ANGELES :  Patrick Mahomes 
tossed three touchdown passes as the 
Kansas City Chiefs improved to an NFL 
best 13-1 with a 32-29 victory over Drew 
Brees’ New Orleans Saints on Sunday in 
Louisiana. Mahomes completed 26 of 47 
passes for 254 yards as the defending 
Super Bowl champions won their ninth 
straight game in front of a pandemic-lim-
ited crowd of 3,000 at the Superdome 
arena. “We did a great job of running the 
ball and when we get the opportunity to 
throw the ball we are executing,” 
Mahomes said. 

Brees, who was playing his first game 
since missing four contests with rib 
injuries, looked out of sorts completing 15 
of 34 passes for 234 yards with three 
touchdowns and an interception. New 
Orleans dropped to 10-4 on the season 
losing their second straight after a nine-

game winning streak. Brees’ first three 
passes were incomplete and his fourth 
was intercepted by L’Jarius Sneed, lead-
ing to Mahomes’ touchdown pass to 
Tyreek Hill and a 7-0 lead at the end of 
the first quarter. 

On the first play of the second quarter, 
Mahomes threw a 1-yard touchdown pass 
to Travis Kelce for a 14-0 lead. “It feels 
awesome to win by 20 or 30 points but 
when you have a team that finds ways to 
win no matter what the score is, those are 
the teams that win championships,” 
Mahomes said. With two weeks remaining 
in the season and the quest for playoff 
seeding hitting a key stage, the Chiefs 
took another step toward home-field 
advantage while the Saints missed a 
chance to wrap up the NFC South. “We 
played their hearts out,” Saints coach Sean 
Payton said. “I’m proud of the effort.” 

Elsewhere, the Seattle Seahawks 
punched their playoff ticket on Sunday, 
rushing for 181 yards and thwarting a late 
Washington rally in a 20-15 victory. 
Seattle are back in the post-season for 
the ninth time in 11 seasons under coach 
Pete Carroll. The Seahawks appeared to 
be cruising toward victory when they 
took a 20-3 lead early in the third quarter. 
Chris Carson, Carlos Hyde and quarter-
back Russell Wilson all topped 50 yards 
rushing. 

Hyde scored one of the Seahawks’ two 
touchdowns on a 50-yard run and Wilson 
connected with tight end Jacob Hollister 
on the other. But a turnover and a spell of 
offensive doldrums opened the door to 
Washington backup quarterback Dwayne 
Haskins, who engineered two fourth-
quarter touchdown drives. Sacks by 
Seattle defenders LJ Collier and Carlos 

Dunlap helped the Seahawks escape. 
Seattle improved to 10-4, notching a sec-
ond straight victory as they look ahead to 
next week’s NFC West showdown with 
the Los Angeles Rams. 

One day after the Buffalo Bills locked 
up their first AFC East division title in a 
quarter of a century, the New England 
Patriots-winners of the past 11 division 
titles-were officially eliminated from play-
off contention. The Pats lost 22-12 to the 
Miami Dolphins, falling to 6-8. They are 
assured of a record of no better than .500 
for the first time since 2000. 
“Disappointed,” coach Bill Belichick said 
of failing to make the playoffs for the first 
time since 2008. “But we didn’t deserve to 
win today.” 

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers, led by 
former Pats quarterback Tom Brady, kept 
their bid for a first playoff berth since 

2007 alive as they rallied from a 17-0 
halftime deficit to beat the Atlanta Falcons 
31-27. Brady and the Bucs offense, forced 
to punt on their first four drives, came 
alive in the second half, scoring touch-
downs on their first three drives. Receiver 
Antonio Brown’s first TD catch as a 
Buccaneer with 6:19 remaining made it 
31-27 and Tampa Bay’s defense held firm 
down the stretch. 

Brady, who won six Super Bowl titles in 
20 seasons with the Patriots before land-
ing in Tampa Bay, now has seven career 
comeback victories when trailing by 17 or 
more points. It was another bitter defeat 
at the hands of Brady for the Falcons. In 
the 2017 Super Bowl, Brady rallied the 
Patriots from a 28-3 deficit to a 34-28 
overtime victory over Atlanta. But Brady 
said the Bucs need to avoid digging them-
selves such big holes.  — AFP

NBA takes a leap  
into unknown as  
new season tips off 
 
LOS ANGELES: The NBA takes a leap into the 
unknown today when the 2020-2021 season tips off 
after the shortest offseason in history against the 
backdrop of a raging COVID-19 crisis across the 
United States. Little more than two months after 
LeBron James and the Los Angeles Lakers brought 
the curtain down on a grueling, pandemic-interrupted 
season with victory in the NBA Finals in the Orlando 
quarantine bubble, a shortened 72-game campaign 
gets underway with games in New York and Los 
Angeles. The Golden State Warriors face a road trip 
to take on the Brooklyn Nets before the Lakers and 
the Los Angeles Clippers clash at Staples Center. 

The new season marks the first time league action 
has taken place at home arenas since the 2019-2020 
season was dramatically suspended in March as the 
coronavirus pandemic erupted across the United 
States. When the league resumed in July, teams were 
based at a single location at Disney World in Florida 
and kept in a tightly controlled bubble for three 
months to guard against COVID-19 infection. Yet the 
upcoming season will take place in 30 locations 

across the United States at a time when the country 
continues to set new records for coronavirus cases 
and fatalities. 

 
Travel, schedule tweaks  

The NBA has put in place a range of measures 
designed to mitigate the Covid-19 threat, including 
strict safety protocols and a tweaked schedule that 
cuts down on travel. The new-look schedule-reduced 
from the standard 82 games-will see teams play each 
other on consecutive nights more frequently to 
reduce the amount of time spent on the road.  

The league has also only drawn up a schedule for 
the first half of the season-up to March 4 - in order 
to give itself flexibility over possible postponements. 
Fans will also be largely absent from arenas. Only a 
handful of teams are allowing limited numbers of 
spectators into venues. An ambitious plan by Golden 
State to fill the Chase Center to 50% capacity was 
rejected by health authorities in San Francisco. 

Arenas will also not carry the “Black Lives Matter” 
slogans on court as they had when play resumed last 
season, nor will players wear jerseys carrying social 
justice messages. The Toronto Raptors, the 2019 NBA 
champions, will play home games in Tampa, Florida, 
after Canadian authorities denied the NBA an exemp-
tion to COVID-19 restrictions placed on travel to and 
from the United States. Teams and players will be 
required to click back into gear after what has been 
the shortest offseason in history. — AFP 

NHL brass approve  
a 56-game season  
starting Jan 13 
 
LOS ANGELES: The National Hockey League has 
given its 31 teams the green light to play a 56-game 
season that will begin January 13 without any pre-
season games. The owners and the players’ union 
announced the deal on Sunday, but because of con-
tinuing COVID-19 pandemic restrictions there were 
still a list of logistical issues to work out, including 
where the league’s seven Canadian teams will play.  

Sunday’s agreement includes a 16-team post-sea-
son with a traditional four rounds of best-of-seven 
contests that will wrap up in the middle of July. The 
Tampa Bay Lightning captured the Stanley Cup 
championship on September 28 in the last game 
played after the restarted 2019-20 season. The sea-
son had been on hold because of the global pandem-
ic that halted play from March until August. The sev-
en teams that did not participate in the 2019-20 
Return to Play will be permitted to open their training 
camps as early as December 31.  

Formal training camps will begin on January 3. 
“The National Hockey League looks forward to the 
opening of our 2020-21 season, especially since the 

Return to Play in 2019-20 was so successful in 
crowning a Stanley Cup champion,” NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman said.  “While we are 
well aware of the challenges ahead, as was the case 
last spring and summer, we are continuing to priori-
tize the health and safety of our participants and the 
communities in which we live and play.  

“And, as was the case last spring and summer, I 
thank the NHLPA, particularly Executive Director 
Don Fehr, for working cooperatively with us to get 
our league back on the ice.” Bettman said they hope 
to return to their normal 80-game regular season in 
October 2021. The league will be divided up into four 
divisions, West, Central and East and one from 
Canada. The Canadian teams will play every other 
team in the division nine or 10 times, while the other 
three divisions will play every other team in its divi-
sion eight times. 

“The players are pleased to have finalized agree-
ments for the upcoming season, which will be 
unique but also very exciting for the fans and play-
ers alike,” said Fehr. “During these troubled times, 
we hope that NHL games will provide fans with 
some much needed entertainment as the players 
return to the ice.” The league did not release any 
details on whether health officials in Canada were 
on board with a plan, especially since the Canadian 
government closed its border with the pandemic-
stricken United States which has seen over 317,000 
deaths from COVID-19. — AFP 


