
Turkish minister in Libya  
 
TRIPOLI: Turkey’s Defense Minister Hulusi 
Akar made a surprise trip to Libya yesterday, 
two days after strongman Khalifa Haftar urged 
his fighters to drive out Turkish forces from the 
oil-rich country. The Turkish defense ministry 
said Akar would inspect Turkish forces in Libya 
during the visit, while Libyan officials said talks 
would focus on military cooperation between 
Tripoli and Ankara. Turkey also has a large mili-
tary base in Al-Watiya region on Libya’s border 
with Tunisia. — AFP  

 
 

Egypt hospital fire kills 7  
 
CAIRO: A fire at a hospital north of Cairo yes-
terday killed seven coronavirus patients, securi-
ty and judicial sources said. The blaze in the 
intensive care unit of the hospital in Obour dis-
trict, on the outskirts of Cairo, also injured five 
other people, the sources said. Firefighters were 
dispatched to the facility and stopped the blaze 
from spreading, local media reported. Egypt has 
so far registered 130,126 COVID-19 cases, 
including 7,309 fatalities. — AFP  

 
 

Bibi invites Morocco king  
 
JERUSALEM:  Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Morocco’s King Mohammed VI 
held a telephone conversation during which the 
Israeli premier invited the king for a visit, 
Netanyahu’s office said Friday. The phone call 
comes three days after an Israeli delegation 
signed a US-sponsored normalization agree-
ment with Morocco in Rabat. During the “warm 
and friendly” conversation, Netanyahu invited 
Mohammed VI to visit Israel, the statement from 
the prime minister’s office said. — AFP  
 

 
Don’t squander sacrifices: WHO  
 
GENEVA: The sacrifices made to protect peo-
ple during the coronavirus pandemic must not 
be squandered over the festive period, the 
World Health Organization’s chief said in a 
Christmas message. Millions were making 
“heart-wrenching sacrifices” by staying away 
from loved ones on Christmas Day, Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a video clip post-
ed to Twitter, while others will have a missing 
face at the family table. — AFP
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Kuwait arrests 3 ‘extremists’  
with weapons, ammunition

Two juveniles among those arrested • Suspects recruited online 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry yesterday announced 
authorities have arrested two juveniles (aged 15 and 16) 
and another man with unlicensed weapons and ammu-
nition, who had adopted extremist ideology. It said fol-
lowing cooperation between security departments, one 
of the suspects was arrested, who confessed he 
became acquainted with a person on social media, and 
exchanges between them revealed they both shared 
the same extremist ideology.  

The ministry said two other persons were later 
arrested, one of whom is a juvenile. Their homes were 
searched and firearms, ammunition, extremist parapher-
nalia and cameras were found. The suspects were 
referred to concerned authorities for further legal action. 

On Thursday, a statement on Twitter by Interior 
Minister Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah said the min-
istry “has deployed foot patrols of fully equipped spe-
cial forces units inside residential complexes and 
shopping malls” in a “step aimed at imposing disci-
pline and observing the law”. The statement did not 
give the immediate reason for the security alert, but 
the measure coincided with the disclosure by local 
media of what was said to be a plot by the Islamic 
State terrorist group to use Kuwaiti teenagers to car-
ry out attacks in the country. 

On Wednesday, Kuwait’s state security arrested six 
Kuwaiti teenagers linked to IS, Al-Qabas Arabic daily 
reported. Quoting a source at the state security, the 
newspaper said the arrests were made after 
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NASHVILLE: Damage is seen on a street after an explosion on Friday. — AFP  
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Major blast hits  
Nashville after  
bomb warning 
 
WASHINGTON: A huge blast tore through a sec-
tion of downtown Nashville early Friday, after police 
responding to reports of gunfire discovered a parked 
motorhome blaring a warning that it carried a bomb. 
The powerful explosion shattered windows and 
ripped apart trees, wounding several people when it 
detonated at 6:30 am (1230 GMT) in a section of the 
southern US city that was largely deserted due the 
early hour and the Christmas Day holiday. 

Police chief John Drake told reporters there 
were no confirmed fatalities, but authorities were 
examining tissue found at the blast site that they 
believe could be human remains. He added the city 
- known as a hub for American country music - had 
not received any threats, and a possible motive for 
the attack was unknown. 

Continued on Page 2

Nazaha refers  
MoE supervisor 
to prosecution  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Anti-Corruption Authority 
(Nazaha) referred a former supervisor at the min-
istry of education to the public prosecution on 
charges of squandering public funds. In a press 
statement yesterday, Nazaha said the referral of the 
supervisor to the public prosecution comes as a 

continuation of efforts to combat corruption and its 
dangers and effects and prosecute its perpetrators.  

These efforts include receiving and verifying 
serious reports of corruption, the statement added. 
Nazaha affirmed its intention to continue efforts and 
procedures regarding examining and collecting 
inferences and investigations into all serious com-
munications received by it.  

Nazaha expressed appreciation of whistleblowers in 
exercising their role with its assistance to gain access 
to the necessary information on incidents of corruption. 
It stressed commitment to providing them with the 
utmost levels of protection and confidentiality imposed 
by the law and executive regulations. —  KUNA  

KUWAIT: A policeman stands guard as Christians pray on Friday in front of the Holy Family 
Cathedral, which was closed by authorities. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

The cache of weapons and extremist paraphernalia 
recovered from three suspects who were arrested.  

EU readies  
vaccination  
rollout 
 
PARIS: Countries around Europe 
were yesterday preparing to roll out 
their first coronavirus vaccines even as 
a reputedly more contagious variant 
spreads around the world, forcing 
some nations back into lockdown. The 
impending inoculation campaigns have 
boosted hopes that 2021 could bring a 
respite from the pandemic, which has 
killed more than 1.7 million people 
since emerging in China late last year. 

First doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine arrived in EU countries 
including hard-hit Italy, Spain and 
France early yesterday, ready for dis-
tribution to retirement homes and 
care staff. “We’ll get our freedom 
back, we’ll be able to embrace again,” 
Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio 
said as he urged his countrymen to 
get the shot. But polls show only 57 
percent of Italians intend to get the 
jab whereas scientists estimate herd 
immunity can only be reached if 75 to 
80 percent have it. 

Vaccinations in all 27 European 
Union countries are set to begin 
today, after regulators approved the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine on Dec 21.  
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RIYADH: A handout picture provided on Friday shows Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman receiving his first dose of the COVID-
19 vaccine. — AFP  


