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Abbas says Palestinians cutting  
all relations with Israel and US 

Arab League rejects Trump plan • Kuwait: Palestinian cause remains perennial concern
CAIRO: Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas announced 
yesterday a cut of all ties with Israel and the United 
States, including security cooperation, after 
Washington unveiled a controversial Middle East plan 
seen as favoring Israel. His comments came as the Arab 
League rejected US President Donald Trump’s plan, 
which infuriated the Palestinians. 

“We are informing you that there will be no relations 
with you (Israel) and the United States, including on 
security cooperation,” Abbas said at an extraordinary 
meeting of the pan-Arab bloc in Cairo. The Palestinian 
leader said the move followed the “disavowal of signed 
agreements and international legitimacy” by the US and 
Israel. Israel will have to “bear responsibility as an 
occupying power” for the Palestinian territories and 
Palestinians will press ahead with resistance using 
peaceful means, he said. 

Abbas also said yesterday he had refused to discuss 
the plan with Trump by phone, or to receive even a copy 
of it to study it. “Trump asked that I speak to him by 
phone but I said ‘no’, and that he wants to send me a let-
ter ... but I refused it.” Abbas said he did not want Trump 
to be able to say that he, Abbas, had been consulted. He 
reiterated his “complete” rejection of the Trump plan. 

In July 2017, Abbas announced the suspension of 
security coordination with Israel during a major dispute 
over the flashpoint Al-Aqsa mosque compound in 
Jerusalem. It was resumed later that year though the 
chief of the Palestinian police said that even during the 
suspension they had maintained regular contact, with 
95 percent of the activities continuing. “The only thing 
we stopped is we didn’t meet them in the field,” Hazem 
Atallah said at the time. 
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CAIRO: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas holds a placard showing maps of (from left) historical Palestine, the 
1947 United Nations partition plan of Palestine, the 1948-1967 borders between the Palestinian territories and Israel, 
and a current map of the Palestinian territories without Israeli-annexed areas and settlements, as he attends an Arab 
League emergency meeting at the league headquarters yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait can’t confirm immediately that the 
recently exhumed human remains in Iraq belong to 
Kuwaiti prisoners of war (POWs) or missing persons, a 
senior foreign ministry official said. In a press statement 
yesterday, Assistant Foreign Minister for International 
Organizations Nasser Al-Hain stated that it is not pos-
sible to identify these human remains - photos of which 
were circulated on social media outlets - unless they 

are sent to Kuwait and DNA tests are conducted.  
The General Department of Criminal Evidence of the 

Kuwaiti ministry of interior is the sole body responsible 
for conducting DNA tests on the exhumed bodies and 
comparing the results with the genetic profiles of fami-
lies of Kuwaiti POWs and missing persons, he 
explained. The International Committee of the Red 
Cross-spearheaded Tripartite Commission, which was 
formed to ascertain the fate of persons who went miss-
ing during the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait in 1990 and 
1991, issued a statement on Jan 30 about the discovery 
of this burial site. There are specific work rules and a 
protocol, signed by members of the Tripartite 
Commission, for searching for graves and handling the 
recovered remains, Hain stated.  
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KUWAIT: New taxation proposals in the 2020 
Indian budget, presented by Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, yesterday sent jitters across the Indian 
expat community in Kuwait, as the government’s new 

taxation proposals seek to bring the vast Indian dias-
pora under the ambit of an expanding tax net.  

According to the new budget proposals, a non-
resident Indian (NRI) who is not taxed in a foreign 
country will become taxable in India. Currently, NRIs 
are not taxed in India, but the new income tax rules 
will have serious implications for many NRIs working 
and living in the Gulf region, which is considered as a 
tax haven for both citizens and residents.  

According to the new budget proposals, an Indian 
citizen who is not liable to pay tax in any other coun-
try or territory shall be deemed to be a resident in 
India and their worldwide income will be taxed.  
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LONDON: Britain began an uncertain future outside 
the European Union yesterday after the country greet-
ed the historic end to almost half a century of EU mem-
bership with a mixture of joy and sadness. There were 
celebrations and tears on Friday night as the EU’s often 
reluctant member became the first to leave an organi-
zation set up to forge unity among nations after the 
horrors of World War II. 

Little has changed yet as the UK is now in an 11-
month transition period negotiated as part of the 
divorce. Britons will be able to work in the EU and 
trade freely - and vice versa - until Dec 31, although the 
UK will no longer be represented in the bloc’s institu-
tions. But legally, Britain is out. 

Thousands of people waving Union Jack flags 
packed London’s Parliament Square and sang the 
national anthem to mark that reality as Brexit became 
law at 11 pm (2300 GMT) - midnight in Brussels. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson - whose decisive December 
election victory finally paved the way for Britain’s long-
stalled departure - held a private party in his Downing 
Street office, with a clock projected on the walls out-
side counting down the minutes to Brexit. 
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