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Pastry chef Kamel Guechida poses with chocolate Oscars during the 92nd Annual Academy
Awards Governors Ball press preview. — AFP photos

A chocolate sculpture is displayed.

Chocolate Oscars are displayed at the 92nd Annual Academy Awards Governors Ball press pre-
view.

From glitzy all-vegan galas to recycled red
carpet outfits, Hollywood has stepped up
efforts to reduce its carbon footprint this

awards season, which will soon wrap up with
the Oscars. But while some scientists have
welcomed A-listers’ renewed zeal on climate
change, others have questioned whether
Tinseltown’s jet-set elite are any sort of exam-
ple to follow. The Golden Globes, Screen
Actors Guild and Critics’ Choice Awards galas
this month all served plant-based menus,
instead of the steak dinners typical of celebri-
ty-packed events. Oscar nominees were
offered roasted maitake mushrooms and vegan
cheese at their annual luncheon this week, and
will be served a “70 percent plant-based”
menu at the February 9 show.

The “brave and compassionate” moves
have drawn glowing praise from actor Joaquin
Phoenix, who said it was the first time he’d
ever eaten at the Globes, as well as environ-
mental actor-activist stalwarts Leonardo
DiCaprio and Mark Ruffalo. Inside the star-
studded events, few had any complaints-even
if comedian Seth Meyers wryly observed it
was lucky that “food critics” weren’t invited to
the Critics’ Choice Awards. Climate scientists
and activists have also welcomed the trend.
Brenda Ekwurzel, of the Union of Concerned
Scientists, said it was “really important for
Hollywood” to make an effort and “very excit-
ing to me as a climate scientist.”

Convincing people to change their food
choices is one of the best ways to immediately

reduce carbon emissions, she added.
Switching the diet of 1,500 guests at the
Globes would have reduced the event’s foot-
print roughly tenfold-saving 10 to 15 tons of
CO2 equivalents-according to climate scientist
Peter Kalmus. By contrast, an average person
in Bangladesh generates about one ton per
year. The “ripple effects” of even one famous
attendee taking up climate activism as a result
could have far greater benefits, influencing
public awareness and even policy, Kalmus
added.

‘Walk the talk’ 
The highly publicized steps taken by

Hollywood have not however drawn universal
praise. Few winners and presenters

approached the mic at the Globes without
offering “thoughts and prayers” expressed for
those suffering in Australia’s wildfires, while
singer Lizzo recently helped pack food ham-
pers for those affected during her world tour.
But accusations of hypocrisy have been lev-
eled at many showbiz stars, with the movie
industry as a whole decamping each year to a
string of globe-trotting festivals spanning the
globe from Cannes to Venice to Toronto to
Park City, Utah.

“It is problematic to speak out on the cli-
mate emergency if you’re flying on private
jets” and have a huge overall climate footprint,
said Kalmus. While anyone-with or without a
celebrity platform-raising awareness about
climate issues should be welcomed, it is those

who “walk the talk” who have the biggest
impact, he added. Kalmus singled out for
praise Australian actress Yael Stone (“Orange
is the New Black”), who this month pledged to
give up her US acting career because “it’s
unethical for us to set up a life in two coun-
tries, knowing what we know.”

“It’s not about keeping those direct emis-
sions from those flights out of the atmos-
phere,” said Kalmus, estimating two first-class
round trips per year at between 12-24 tons of
CO2.  “Putting the planet above your career”
makes a highly public statement that climate
change “is indeed an emergency,” he added.

Lost in the wash 
According to Ekwurzel, celebrity actors

would be most effective if they were to insist
on reducing the carbon footprints of gas-guz-
zling movie productions. “People who have
resources, like those at the Golden Globes,
have the most economic power to reduce their
high emissions,” she noted. Ekwurzel pointed
to renewable electricity usage on film sets as
one way to improve the status quo, while sin-
gling out transportation and packaging used in
movie catering as problematic. Ultimately, the
measures available to Hollywood celebrities
are very different to those facing the public. 

“When there are thousands of ways we
individually can reduce emissions, picking one
and getting on a pulpit saying ‘this is the way
everyone has to do it’ will never work,” she
said. And however well-meaning, some of

those celebrities’ efforts may simply be lost in
the wash. Fashion designer Stella McCartney
tweeted her delight at Phoenix’s decision to
wear the same tuxedo-one of hers-”for the
entire award season to reduce waste.”

The move drew a mocking response from
some, including Globes host Ricky Gervais,
who responded: “That’s nothing. I darn my
own socks and you should see the state of
my... underpants.” Asked to quantify the car-
bon emissions impact of Phoenix’s thrifty
wardrobe, Kalmus admitted it was “tough for a
T-shirt-and-jeans-wearing scientist” but con-
cluded: “I’m going to go with zero.”— AFP

Mini beef burgers are displayed.

In this file photo US actor Joaquin Phoenix poses
in the press room at The Beverly Hilton hotel in
Beverly Hills, California. — AFP

In this file photo British host Ricky Gervais arrives
for the 77th annual Golden Globe Awards at The
Beverly Hilton hotel in Beverly Hills, California.

This file photo taken shows the vegan entree at
the 73rd Golden Globes Menu Preview at The
Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California.

Organizers have touted plans to go
mostly vegan at this year’s Oscars
party but celebrities need not

fear-there will still be plenty of caviar,
smoked salmon and wagyu, the event’s
main chef assured Friday. “We work with
everything because a lot of people like
vegan but still, the big majority eats meat
and fish,” said celebrity chef Wolfgang
Puck who will be feeding Hollywood’s elite
after the Academy Awards on February 9.
The 70-year-old has catered the extrava-
gant post-Oscars party-the Governors
Ball-for 26 years, preparing thousands of
dishes for the 1,500 guests, including the
night’s winners, who attend the bash.

He said the menu will be 70 percent
plant-based this year, in line with what
appears to be a trend this awards season.
Among the vegan dishes will be roasted
cauliflower, sweet potato tempura, wild
mushroom bolognese and avocado toast.
Puck, who worked in some of France’s top

restaurants before relocating to the United
States at age 24, said while he himself is
not vegan, he still enjoys concocting vegan
dishes at his many restaurants. “We want
everybody to be happy,” he told AFP dur-
ing a tour of his kitchen where he was
prepping for the extravaganza.

“At the end of the day you can make
vegan food taste really good and you
won’t miss meat or fish.” Puck-who heads
an empire of restaurants stretching from
Beverly Hills to Las Vegas and Singapore-
said he had no trouble adapting this
year’s Oscars menu to the last-minute
desire of organizers given he already
serves vegan dishes at his establishments.
“It’s easy because we have all the chefs
from all our different restaurants and I
can call them and ask ‘what do you do for
vegan?’” he said.

He said this year’s menu will feature
some classics-including smoked salmon,
wagyu beef and caviar-but that he also

added 18 vegan dishes. On the sweet side,
most of the desserts will also be vegan, to
the despair of some chefs who rely heavily
on butter and eggs. “We managed to over-
come the difficulties of not working with
these ingredients by using lots of almond
and coconut milk,” said Kamel Guechida,
who heads a team of 25 pastry chefs
preparing for the event.

On offer will be salted caramel brownie
cookies, ube (purple yam) and coconut
cream pillow tarts, and dark chocolate and
yuzu (citrus fruit) raviolis. Let’s not forget
the 5,000 or so Oscar statuettes covered
in 24 karat gold which will also be vegan
thanks to chocolate maker Valrhona which
supplied Puck with some 400 kilograms
(880 pounds) of strawberry and yuzu-fla-
vored chocolate. — AFP

In Belgium’s version of the Oscars this
weekend, a film about Guatemala’s civil
war is an unusual nominee-telling a

story set more than two decades ago and
9,000 kilometers (5,000 miles) away.
But, explained director Cesar Diaz, “the
distance is essential” to his movie, “Our
Mothers” (“Nuestras Madres”), which
already picked up a Camera d’Or prize in
Cannes last year for best first feature. It
is running in six categories in the
Magritte awards which are handed out
on Saturday in Brussels, including best
movie, best director and best screenplay.
“If I had made the same movie while liv-
ing in Guatemala, I think it would have
been a much more dogmatic film, much
less human,” Diaz explained to AFP.

The 42-year-old was born in
Guatemala but as a boy he left the grand-
mother and uncle raising him for Mexico
to join his mother who went years before
the civil war. Of his father, a “political
missing person”, he has no memories. In
Mexico, Latin America’s movie-making
powerhouse, Diaz’s passion for film took
hold. But after failing to get into Cuba’s
School of Cinema, he landed in Belgium
in 1999 to join an uncle living there. It
was meant to be a short stay, but-apart
from a 2009 detour to France to study
screenwriting-it became his home, and
his second nationality.

The phantoms of the conflict that
haunt his birth country have never left
him, however. His memories of soldiers in
the streets and former dictator Efrain
Rios Montt on the television stayed with
him. “It marked my life,” he said. He has,
he explained, tried to “exorcise” those
ghosts by putting them in creations
mixed with a search for family and for
history. 

A ‘message’ to nationalists today 
The path to his feature movie passed

by a 2010 short on an early episode in
the civil war called “Semillas de Ceniza”,
or “seeds of ash”.  In 2015 he brought
out a documentary with his mother that
recalled the scope and savagery of the
conflict, a war between the government
and leftist guerrillas, which cost 200,000
lives. All of that-his migration, his obses-
sion with Guatemala’s bloody recent
past, European filmmaking sensibilities-
led to “Our Mothers”, which Diaz calls
the “culminative point” of his career so
far. A fictional feature, it delves into the
search of those “disappeared” under
Guatemala’s government and the mas-
sacre of native Mayan communities sus-
pected of being guerrilla sympathisers.

Diaz said he believed the recognition
his movie has achieved was a wake-up
call to populists in Belgium or else-
where employing anti-immigrant rheto-
ric. “It’s a message to all  those in
Europe’s nationalist wave,” Diaz said, a
declaration from “citizens like me, who
maybe weren’t born in this country, that
we form part of it... without forgetting
who we are”. — AFP

An actress accusing disgraced
Hollywood producer Harvey
Weinstein of rape told a court

Friday she had only stayed in contact with
him out of fear.  Jessica Mann said she
had been naive when she first met
Weinstein and then so scared of him that
she would agree to massage him, fake an
orgasm or stay in contact with him even
after he allegedly raped her. Dozens of
women have accused Weinstein of sexual
abuse but only the cases of Mann and fel-
low actress Mimi Haleyi have led to crimi-
nal charges in a New York court.

Three other women — Annabella
Sciorra, Dawn Dunning and Tarale Wulff
— have testified that Weinstein sexually
assaulted them, but their cases are not the
subject of the trial, which was sitting for
the eighth day of testimony. Weinstein
denies the predatory assault charges and
maintains that all his relationships were
consensual. Mann, 34, grew up on a farm
in Washington state and was on the
streets for a while before becoming an
actress. She was the only Weinstein
accuser who had not heard of him before
they met, seven years ago.

She began weeping Friday even
before prosecutor Joan Illuzzi-Orbon’s
questioning started and, at times, was so
emotional she had trouble speaking.  She
described her first encounters with the
producer as a mixture of seduction,
humiliation and manipulation. Then, in a
hotel in Los Angeles, she said she agreed
to give him a massage. “He’d make me feel
stupid, saying it was not a big deal,” she
said. Later, when she was with one of
Weinstein’s assistants, he called her into a
room and tried to kiss her. 

Hors d’oeuvres are displayed. A vegetable platter is displayed. US-Austrian chef Wolfgang Puck (center) and his son Byron Puck (left)
prepare a dish.

Former Actress Jessica Mann arrives for the trial of
Harvey Weinstein at the Manhattan Criminal Court in
New York City. — AFP


