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The Cairo meeting brought together Arab senior 

officials including Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister and 
the United Arab Emirates’ minister of state for foreign 
affairs. In statement released afterwards, the Arab 
League said it rejected Trump’s plan as it failed to meet 
“the minimum rights and aspirations of Palestinian peo-
ple”. Arab leaders also vowed “not to ... cooperate with 
the US administration to implement this plan”. They 
insisted on a two-state solution that includes a 
Palestinian state based on borders before the 1967 Six-
Day War - when Israel occupied the West Bank and 
Gaza - and with east Jerusalem as its capital.  

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Sabah said yesterday that the “Palestinian cause” 
remains the Arab world’s perennial concern. Leading 
Kuwait’s delegation to the meeting of foreign ministers 
from Arab League member states in Cairo, he said 
Kuwait studied the US vision of Middle East peace and 
appreciates its efforts to solve one of the world’s most 
lingering conflicts, but any solution needs to protect the 
rights of Palestinians and adhere to international laws.  

Citing the two-state solution based on the borders in 
place before the 1967 war as the only feasible way out 
of the conflict, the Kuwaiti foreign minister said any 
solution should not allow Israel the right to “threaten” 
Arab and Islamic presence in the holy city of Jerusalem. 
He emphasized that Kuwait will always stand by the 

Palestinian people, urging the international community 
to ultimately recognize an independent state of 
Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital.  

The US plan suggests that Israel would retain con-
trol of the contested city of Jerusalem as its “undivided 
capital” and annex settlements on Palestinian lands. 
Trump said the Palestinians would be allowed to 
declare a capital adjacent to Israeli-annexed east 
Jerusalem. 

He announced the plan on Tuesday flanked by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and in the pres-
ence of Arab ambassadors from Bahrain, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. Other Arab states gave carefully 
worded initial responses to the plan, which was strong-
ly rejected by Palestinian leaders. Abbas said the US 
plan was in “violation of the (autonomy) accords” 
launched in Oslo in 1993 by Israel and the Palestinians. 

The Trump plan gives Israel the green light to annex 
the strategic Jordan Valley - constituting some 30 per-
cent of the West Bank - and all Israeli settlements, 
which number more than 200, including those in 
annexed east Jerusalem. The settlements are home to 
some 600,000 Israelis, but are considered illegal under 
international law. Abbas said that while Israel would 
immediately start annexation, under the plan the 
Palestinians would have to wait four years, until they 
show “good will”, to get a limited state. 

The Palestinian leader said he would go to the 
United Nations Security Council soon to call for an 
international conference to re-launch negotiations with 
Israel. This would be under the auspices of the diplo-
matic Quartet comprised of the United States, the 
European Union, the United Nations and Russia, Abbas 
said. “But we will not accept the US alone. We have 
tried it already,” he added.  — Agencies 
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He pointed out that there was information about the 

new burial site, along with two others which were pre-
viously excavated, where human remains were recov-
ered. The excavation of the new site was on the agenda 
of the Tripartite Commission’s technical subcommittee 
which carried out the mission as per the agreed upon 
rules and protocol and transferred the recovered 
human remains to Iraq’s Medico-Legal Directorate 
(MLD) for DNA analyses, he clarified.  

Hain affirmed that if initial indications show that 
these remains belong to Kuwaitis, they will be trans-
ferred to Kuwait under the supervision of the 

International Committee of the Red Cross for further 
DNA tests and subsequent comparison with the genet-
ic profiles of families of missing people. Hain asserted 
that the foreign ministry will contact families of POWs 
and missing persons to update them about final results.  

Hain commended the Tripartite Commission, its head 
and sub-committee as well as the Iraqi technical team 
for their efforts to exhume the remains from the burial 
site. He expressed hopes Kuwait’s efforts, through the 
commission and the subcommittee, will lead to identify-
ing the fate of all Kuwaiti POWs and missing persons.  

The Tripartite Commission and its technical sub-
committee were set up in 1991 and 1994 respectively to 
help ascertain the fate of people missing in connection 
with the 1990-1991 Gulf War. They are chaired by the 
ICRC, and composed of representatives of Iraq, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, US, UK and France. The United 
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) joined 
later, in 2013, as an observer. — KUNA 
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The amendment will take effect from April 1, 2020 

and will accordingly apply to the assessment year 
2020-21 and subsequent years. “The new taxation pro-
posal is a matter of serious concern for every Indian 
expat in the Gulf region. Under the garb of slashing 
taxes for NRIs, in fact, the minister is bringing them 
under the ambit of tax net now,” said Ashok Mitra, a 
banking professional in Kuwait.  

At the same time, the government has proposed 
some conditional exemptions to NRIs from filing 
income tax returns. The minister, in her long budget 

speech, said the government wanted to amend residen-
cy provisions to prevent tax abuse by some NRIs. 
According to previous provisions, if an Indian spent 
over 165 days in India a year, they were liable to pay 
tax in India. Now, this has been reduced to 120 days.  

“Instances have come to our notice where the peri-
od of 182 days specified in respect of an Indian citizen 
or person of Indian origin visiting India during the year 
is being misused. Individuals who are actually carrying 
out substantial economic activities from India manage 
their period of stay in India so as to remain a non-resi-
dent in perpetuity and not be required to declare their 
global income in India,” the document stated. 

“The budget is quite disappointing for people like us. 
We don’t know if the new tax rules are really going to 
affect people from the low-income category in Kuwait. If 
so, it is quite disturbing news. We need more clarity on the 
government’s proposal before making any further com-
ment,” said Abdullah Khaled, a finance company executive.

New tax rules  
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In a televised address to the nation, he hailed a “new 

era of friendly cooperation”, acknowledging there 
could be “bumps in the road ahead” but predicting the 
country would make it a “stunning success”. “This is not 
an end but a beginning,” Johnson added. At a “Big 
Brexit Bash” in the market town of Morley, northern 
England, Raymond Stott said he was “glad it’s all over” 
after several years of domestic political gridlock and 
acrimony. “We will look after ourselves. We don’t need 
Europe,” the 66-year-old added. 

However, Brexit has exposed deep divisions in 
British society and many fear the consequences of end-
ing 47 years of ties with their nearest neighbors. Some 
pro-Europeans, including many of the 3.6 million EU 
citizens who have made their lives in Britain, marked the 
occasion with candlelit gatherings. There was a somber 
atmosphere on one of the last ferries to leave the 
European mainland pre-Brexit and make the 42-km 
journey across the Channel. 

“It’s very depressing what’s happening today,” said 
Alessio Bortone, an Italian who has lived in Britain for 
10 years. Brexit has also provoked soul-searching in the 
EU about its future after losing a country of 66 million 
people with global diplomatic clout and the financial 
centre of the City of London. 

French President Emmanuel Macron described it as 
a “historic warning sign” that should force the bloc and 
its remaining nations of more than 440 million people 
to stop and reflect. Britain’s diplomatic mission in 
Brussels yesterday changed the building’s nameplate to 
read “UK Mission to the European Union”, signalling its 
new non-member status. Meanwhile, Joao Vale de 
Almeida, the newly named EU ambassador to Britain, 
said on Twitter he looked forward to “laying the foun-
dations for a solid EU/UK relationship”. 

Getting to this point has been a traumatic process 

and, while the divorce terms have been agreed, Britain 
must still strike an agreement on future relations with 
the EU, its largest trading partner. Both will set out their 
negotiating positions tomorrow. But Johnson, a polariz-
ing figure accused of glossing over the complexity of 
leaving the bloc, has given himself just 11 months to 
negotiate the new partnership - not enough time, 
according to his critics. 

London is now free to strike trade deals around the 
world, including with the United States, whose 
President Donald Trump is an enthusiastic Brexit sup-
porter. One of his top envoys on Friday hailed an 
“exciting new era”. At a special Brexit day ministers’ 
meeting in northeast England, Johnson discussed an 
aim to get 80 percent of Britain’s commerce covered by 
trade agreements within three years, a spokesman said. 

Julian Braithwaite, UK Permanent Representative to 
the WTO, said on Saturday he had formally notified all 
members of Britain’s EU departure. “The UK will now 
represent itself in the WTO, supporting the global trad-
ing system which we were instrumental in founding, and 
advancing our economic interests,” he tweeted. 

Yet Britons appear as divided as they were nearly 
four years ago, when 52 percent voted to leave and 48 
percent voted to remain in the EU. “Rise and shine... It’s 
a glorious new Britain,” said the eurosceptic Daily 
Express. The i newspaper, in contrast, headlined: “What 
next?” In Scotland, where a majority voted to remain in 
2016 and Brexit has revived calls for independence, 
pro-EU campaigners rallied in Edinburgh on Saturday. 

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon had earlier tweeted: 
“Scotland will return to the heart of Europe as an inde-
pendent country - #LeaveALightOnForScotland.” In 
Northern Ireland - soon to be a new EU frontier - 
there are fears Brexit could destabilize a hard-won 
peace after decades of conflict over British rule. 
“They’re going to have problems probably, sorting 
everything out with the border up the Irish Sea,” said 
Thomas Glover, 77, alluding to possible trade frictions 
between mainland Britain and the divided island. “I 
hope we can make the new realities work,” Irish for-
eign minister Simon Coveney tweeted, adding: 
“Goodbye & good luck.” —  AFP 

After Brexit, UK 
embarks on its...

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s president named former 
communications minister Mohammed Allawi 
as the country’s new prime minister yester-
day after an 11th-hour consensus among 
political blocs, but the streets seemed divid-
ed on his nomination. Baghdad and the 
mainly Shiite south have been gripped by 
four months of anti-government rallies 
demanding snap elections, a politically inde-
pendent prime minister and accountability 
for corruption and protest-related violence. 

Faced with pressure from the street and 
the Shiite religious leadership, Prime 
Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi resigned in 
December and political life came to a stand-
still. In a bid to end the paralysis, President 
Barham Saleh gave political blocs until yes-
terday to name a replacement to Abdel 
Mahdi or else he would appoint his own 
candidate. Yesterday evening, Allawi posted 
a video to Twitter saying Saleh had nominat-
ed him as the new premier.  

“After the president appointed me to form 
a new government a short while ago, I want-
ed to talk to you first,” he said, addressing 
the camera in colloquial Iraqi dialect. “I will 

ask you to keep up the protests, because if 
you are not with me, I won’t be able to do 
anything,” Allawi said. There was no formal 
announcement from Saleh or other govern-
ment bodies, and the main protest camp in 
Tahrir Square seemed split on his nomina-
tion. “Allawi is rejected, Allawi is rejected!” 
some protesters chanted, but others 
appeared to rally in support of him. 

According to the constitution, Allawi 
now has one month to form his cabinet, 
which would need a vote of confidence 
from parliament. In Iraq, the cabinet is typ-
ically formed by consensus among political 
rivals after intense horsetrading over influ-
ential posts. “If the (political) blocs try to 
impose their candidates on me, I’ll come 
out and talk to you and leave this nomina-
tion,” Allawi said.  

Allawi served as communications minis-
ter twice under former PM Nuri Al-Maliki 
but resigned both times, alleging corrup-
tion. Shortly before Allawi’s announcement, 
protesters in Tahrir expressed reservations 
about anyone with previous government 
experience assuming the premiership and 

frustration with the slow pace of reforms. 
“Anyone who hasn’t been involved in poli-
tics before is acceptable,” said Abu Amir 
al-Rubaye, 50. “But if Saleh does not find a 
way to form a government backed by the 
people, we’ll hang his picture in Tahrir with 

an ‘X’ across it,” he added. 
Protests in Tahrir swelled yesterday as 

supporters of Shiite cleric Moqtada Sadr 
returned to the streets. Sadr controls parlia-
ment’s largest bloc and many ministerial 
posts, but he backed the protests when they 
erupted in October and his supporters were 
widely recognized as the best organized 
demonstrators.  

A week ago, he appeared to rethink his 
support for the protest movement and his 
hard-core backers dismantled their tents in 
protest camps across the country. Within 
hours of the Sadrists withdrawing, riot police 
moved in to burn or tear down protest 
camps and around a dozen demonstrators 
were killed, medics and police said. But on 
Friday he seemed to flip again, calling for his 
backers “to renew the peaceful, reformist 
revolution”. They flooded in the streets yes-
terday afternoon, setting up tents in Tahrir 
with portraits of Sadr and blaring music 
praising him. The violence dropped marked-
ly, too. “Since the Sadrists came back, we’ve 
implemented a sort of ceasefire and haven’t 
fired tear gas at protesters,” a member of the 

security forces told AFP near Tahrir Square, 
the main protest camp in the capital. 

More than 480 people have died in 
protest-related violence since October, the 
great majority of them demonstrators killed 
by live rounds or military-grade tear gas 
canisters. Protesters in Tahrir Square had 
already publicly rejected a number of 
names floated for prime minister, including 
Allawi and current intell igence chief 
Mustafa Kazemi. 

Their portraits, marked with large “X”s 
over their faces, were hanging in the square 
along with a big blue poster calling for the 
United Nations to intervene in the crisis. The 
top UN official in Iraq Jeanine Hennis-
Plasschaert has pushed throughout the week 
for progress, tweeting on Friday that solu-
tions were “urgently needed” to “break the 
political deadlock”. And the country’s top 
Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani piled 
on the pressure on Friday, saying Iraq must 
“accelerate the formation of a new govern-
ment”. “It is imperative to speed up holding 
early elections so that the people will have 
their say,” he said. — AFP 

Iraqi president names new  
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump on Friday 
slapped immigration restrictions on citizens of six coun-
tries including Nigeria, in addition to the list of nations 
already targeted by his controversial travel ban. Besides 
Africa’s most populous nation, the new measures also per-
tain to Myanmar, Eritrea, Kyrgyzstan, Sudan and Tanzania, 
administration officials said. “The president’s decision is 
the product of a comprehensive and systematic assess-
ment that was conducted by the Department of Homeland 
Security, as well as in partnership with other federal agen-
cies,” said one of the officials. 

The official added that the decision was the “result of 
these countries’ unwillingness or inability to adhere to 
certain baseline identity management, information shar-
ing and national security and public safety assessment 
criteria that were established by the department in 
2017.” Unlike the travel ban Trump unveiled in Jan 2017 
shortly after taking office, which banned citizens of cer-
tain Muslim-majority countries from entering US territo-
ry, the latest directive, which takes effect Feb 22, was less 
sweeping. The official said it would only target certain 
visa categories and would focus primarily on people 
seeking to move to the United States rather than those 
simply aiming to visit. 

The US will suspend the issuance of visas that can lead 
to permanent residency for nationals of Eritrea, 
Kyrgyzstan, Myanmar and Nigeria, a presidential procla-
mation said. Temporary visas for tourists, businesspeople, 
students and workers from those nations will not be 
affected, it said. The US government also will stop issuing 
“diversity visas” to nationals of Sudan and Tanzania, the 
proclamation said. The visas, which Trump has criticized, 
are available by lottery for applicants from countries with 
low rates of immigration. 

Trump had announced his intention to lengthen the list 
of countries last week on the sidelines of the World 
Economic Forum in Davos. “We have to be safe. Our 
country has to be safe,” he said. Trump repeatedly prom-
ised during his election campaign to implement a com-
plete ban on Muslims entering the US, and he announced 
his first package of travel bans and restrictions shortly 
after taking office in January 2017. 

The move outraged critics and was struck down by a 
federal court that ruled the ban amounted to religious 
discrimination. The administration moved a second ver-
sion of the policy in March 2017, which was struck 
down again for similar reasons. But the third version of 
the policy was upheld by the US Supreme Court in June 
2018 in a 5-4 ruling that affirmed the president had 
broad power to set immigration policy based on nation-
al security justifications.  

The countries covered under that version are Iran, 
Libya, Somalia, Syria, Yemen and North Korea, and politi-
cal officials from Venezuela. The administration argued the 
inclusion of non-Muslim majority countries proved the 
policy was not driven by religious animus. — Agencies  

Expanded US travel  
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RIYADH: Social changes sweeping Saudi Arabia have 
been embraced by many but Ibrahim, a middle-aged 
teacher, frowns as he rejects the “blistering and shocking” 
reforms that are breaking long-held taboos. The king-
dom’s ambitious Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
has introduced multiple economic and social innovations 
in a kingdom where public life was once severely curtailed 
by uncompromising religious police. 

Under the reform drive, women are allowed to take the 
wheel of cars after a decades-old driving ban was 
scrapped, and permitted to go to stadiums to watch 
sports and concerts. Cinemas were reopened after many 
years of closures, noisy parties are permitted, and author-
ities turn a blind eye as shops remain open during prayers 
times - a grave offence in the past. 

The metamorphosis has been widely welcomed in a 
country with a large youth population, and endorsed by 
clerics perceived to be pro-government. But some conser-
vative Saudis beg to differ, even if they do so quietly for 
fear of punishment. “Loud musical parties, mixing of the 
sexes and easing restrictions on the female dress code - 
these were all unthinkable just a few years ago and are not 
permissible in the home of the two holy mosques,” said 
Ibrahim, a 55-year old Arabic teacher. “Of course, there 
was hidden moral degeneration in the country like all other 
countries. Now it has become public,” the bearded father 
of five told AFP, declining to use his full name due to the 
sensitivity of the issue. He shook his head as two women 
walked past, their billowing traditional abaya cloaks worn 
unfastened and revealing skinny jeans underneath. 

Along the boulevards of Riyadh and on restaurant ter-
races, men and women can now be seen socializing 
together, reflecting a quiet end to the ban on the mixing of 
the genders. Foreign women are now, in theory, allowed to 
venture out without the black abaya and some pioneering 
Saudi women are daring to do the same. “My problem is 
not with freedom. My problem is that it is freedom with-
out restrictions and guidelines,” Ibrahim said as he walked 
out of a mosque in central Riyadh. “I asked religious 
scholars and they said we have to obey the Almighty, the 
Prophet and the rulers. Therefore I accept the reality as 
they - the rulers - are responsible for us,” he said. 

Given the reluctance to speak out against the crown 
prince’s vision for the country, which is aimed at bringing 
in investment and diversifying the oil-reliant economy, it is 
hard to know the extent of the pushback among ordinary 
people. Even as the kingdom has forged ahead with the 
reforms, it has earned condemnation for a heavy-handed 
crackdown on dissidents including intellectuals, clerics 
and female activists. 

A government official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because he is not allowed to comment publicly, 
defended the reforms, saying they “are needed by the 
Saudis to feel they are leading a normal life”. At the end of 
last year, Riyadh hosted the three-day MDL Beast, billed 
as the biggest party ever hosted by the conservative king-
dom where hardliners have long opposed music shows. 
Touted by some as Saudi Arabia’s Woodstock, interna-
tional DJs blasted dance music as thousands partied in the 
open air for three days, including women - many of them 
unveiled and sporting glittery face paint. 

“I refuse to allow my children to go to such parties. They 
asked me and I refused,” said one government employee, 
who declined to be named. “I am not sure if they went 
without telling me. Everything has become possible these 
days,” said the father of four, including two girls. “The 
problem is not with the change. The problem is that it has 
not happened gradually. It has taken place so suddenly,” 
said the 47-year old man as he drank coffee. — AFP  
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