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Kuwait’s main bazaar  
is adorned with murals

WhatsApp defends encryption  
as it tops 2 billion global users

Sanders, Buttigieg frontrunners  
after Biden crashes and burns

Uzbekistan’s 44-year-old gymnast  
heads for ‘last’ Olympics in Tokyo2524245

2 MPs threaten to grill defense  
minister over Caracal choppers

Prime minister updates his financial disclosure statement 

Zain Group 2019 revenues soar  
to $5.5bn, profit up to $715m

KUWAIT: Zain Group announced 
its consolidated financial results for 
the full-year 2019, and fourth quar-
ter ended Dec 31, 2019. Zain served 
49.5 million customers, reflecting a 1 
percent increase year-on-year (Y-
o-Y). For the full-year 2019, Zain 
Group generated consolidated rev-
enue of KD 1.66 billion ($5.5 bil-
lion), an impressive 26 percent Y-o-
Y growth, while consolidated EBIT-
DA for the period rose by 40 per-
cent Y-o-Y to reach KD 728 million 
($2.4 billion), reflecting a healthy 
EBITDA margin of 44 percent. 
Consolidated net income reached 
KD 217 million ($715 million), up 10 
percent and reflecting earnings per 
share of 50 fils ($0.17).  

The Board of Directors of Zain 
Group recommended a cash divi-
dend of 33 fils per share for 2019, 
and also as a first by a corporate 
entity in Kuwait, made another rec-
ommendation to implement a mini-
mum cash dividend policy of 33 fils 
for the forthcoming two years, both 
subject to the Annual General 
Assembly and statutory approvals.  

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group 

CEO, Bader Al-Kharafi comment-
ed, “Our Group financial perform-
ance across all operations, espe-
cially the robust profit growth in 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Sudan 
operations, and sound perform-
ance by our highly profitable 
Kuwait operation, tops off an 
incredible operational year and 
gives us enormous confidence 
going into 2020 and beyond.”  

Meanwhile, in a regional first, 
Zain Group, the leading mobile 

telecom innovator in eight markets 
across the Middle East and Africa, 
announces that its flagship opera-
tion in Kuwait has completed the 
sale and leaseback of the passive 
physical infrastructure of its 1,620 
mobile tower portfolio for $130 
million (KD 40 million) to IHS 
Holding Limited (IHS). The transac-
tion is the first sale and leaseback 
of telecom towers in the Middle 
East region by a licensed mobile 
operator. (See Pages 11 & 13) 

Zain concludes sale and leaseback of  
its telecom towers in Kuwait to IHS 

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO, Bader Al-Kharafi 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Two opposition lawmakers said yesterday 
they will file to grill the defense minister if Kuwait takes 
delivery of a number of Caracal military helicopters with-
out making sure they have been technically tested. MP 
Adel Al-Damkhi said the ministry of defense promised the 
National Assembly’s budget committee to issue a state-
ment to clarify the ministry’s position on the controversial 
$1.2 billion deal, which is already under investigation by 
the Anti-Corruption Authority and the Audit Bureau. 

In Aug 2016, the defense ministry signed a deal with 
Airbus helicopters to purchase 30 Caracal military heli-
copters, 24 for the air force and the remaining six for 
the National Guard. In Aug 2018, former prime minister 
HH Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah ordered that 
the deal be probed by the Anti-Corruption Authority 
and the Audit Bureau after a Lebanese middleman 
demanded commissions worth €71 million for the deal 
from the manufacturer. The deal came to the limelight 
again when the first two choppers for delivery to 
Kuwait encountered some technical problems and had 
to be re-examined. 

Damkhi said yesterday that while discussing the 
defense ministry budget at the assembly budgets com-
mittee, they came across a letter from a senior defense 
ministry commander asking the concerned department 
to take delivery of six ready Caracal helicopters from 

Continued on Page 24 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah submits his updated financial disclosure 
statement during a visit to the Kuwait Anti-Corruption 
Authority (Nazaha) headquarters yesterday. — KUNA 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 
 

KUWAIT: At least four workers were killed and 
three others were injured in an earth collapse at the 
Mutlaa City project yesterday. Firefighters rushed to 
the scene after receiving an emer-
gency call reporting that 10 workers 
were trapped in a deep sinkhole 
that opened up due to the sand col-
lapse. Firemen managed to rescue 
six people from the hole, but three 
of them were pronounced dead at 
the scene. Another worker was later 
pulled out dead. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah late yes-
terday sent  condolences to  the 
families of the deceased and wished 
a speedy recovery for the injured. Rescue opera-
tions were still ongoing at press time to rescue the 
three remaining workers. Minister of Public Works 
and Minister of State for Housing Affairs Rana Al-
Fares visited the site to oversee rescue operations. 
She gave instructions to form an investigation com-
mittee to probe the circumstances behind the inci-
dent, and hold accountable those found responsible 
for any neglect. 

KUWAIT: Rescue workers are seen at the site of an earth 
collapse in Mutlaa yesterday. (Inset) Minister of Public 
Works and Minister of State for Housing Affairs Rana Al-
Fares visits the site of the collapse. — KUNA photos 

At least 4 workers killed  
in Mutlaa earth collapse

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s president accused Russia of 
committing “massacres” in its support of the Syrian 
government yesterday, escalating a war of words as 
more Turkish reinforcements arrived on the ground. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan threatened to strike Syrian 
regime forces “everywhere” if its soldiers come under 
renewed attack, but Russia hit back and accused the 
Turks of failing to “neutralize terrorists” in the north-
western province of Idlib. 

Turkey has shored up its positions in recent days in 
Idlib - the last rebel bastion in Syria - with hundreds of 
vehicles carrying artillery and soldiers. And a new con-
voy of Turkish armored vehicles arrived yesterday in the 
town of Binnish, northeast of Idlib city, in a new deploy-
ment, an AFP correspondent said. Turkish officials say 
they have lost 14 soldiers in the past nine days and claim 
to have killed scores of Syrian government troops as 
they try to push back forces loyal to Syrian President 
Bashar Al-Assad. 

Syrian forces backed by Russian air strikes have 
pressed ahead with an offensive to retake Idlib from 
rebel groups that began in December, despite a 2018 
deal agreed between Turkey and Russia in Sochi. The 
offensive - which has retaken numerous towns and a 
crucial motorway - has killed hundreds of civilians and 
sent hundreds of thousands fleeing for safety in harsh 
winter conditions. 

Erdogan’s direct criticism of Russia is a rare move 
since 2015 when Turkey shot down Moscow’s fighter jet 
that had strayed into its airspace. The tensions over Idlib 

highlight the complexity of ties between the two coun-
tries, whose rivalry stretches back into their imperial 
pasts and has been characterized by centuries of mis-
trust. “The regime, backed by Russian forces and Iran-
backed militants, are continuously attacking civilians, 
committing massacres and shedding blood,” Erdogan 
told a meeting of his ruling party in parliament.  

He said Turkey would do “whatever necessary” to 
push Syrian forces back behind the 12 observation posts 
it set up in Idlib under the Sochi deal. “I hereby declare 
that we will strike regime forces everywhere from now 
on regardless of the Sochi deal if any tiny bit of harm 
comes to our soldiers at observation posts or else-
where,” he added. 

In return, Russia accused Turkey of failing to honor 
the 2018 deal, with Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
saying the Turkish side “had taken upon itself an obliga-
tion to neutralize terrorist groups” in Idlib. But “all these 
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Erdogan threatens  
Syria, slams Russia 
over Idlib massacre 

ANKARA: President of Turkey and leader of the Justice and 
Development (AK) Party Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks at 
the party’s group meeting at the Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey yesterday. — AFP 

GENEVA: The UN has released a list of 112 companies 
with activities in Israeli settlements, which are consid-
ered illegal under international law, including Airbnb, 
Expedia and TripAdvisor. The move was cheered by the 
Palestinians but slammed as “shameful” by Israel, where 
officials fear the list could be used to boycott firms with 
ties to the settlements. The UN report comes in 
response to a 2016 UN Human Rights Council resolu-
tion calling for a “database for all businesses engaged 
in specific activities related to Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian territory”. 

The UN rights office said that listing companies in 
the database was “not, and does not purport to be, a 
judicial or quasi-judicial process”. Among the business-
es on the list are a range of large international compa-
nies, including Airbnb, Alstom, Booking.com and 
Motorola Solutions. “I am conscious this issue has 
been, and will continue to be, highly contentious,” UN 

rights chief Michelle Bachelet said. But she added that 
the findings had been subject to an “extensive and 
meticulous review process” and the report “reflects the 
serious consideration that has been given to this 
unprecedented and highly complex mandate”. 

Israel, which routinely accuses the UN and especial-
ly the Human Rights Council of bias against it was quick 
to slam yesterday’s publication. “It is a shameful surren-
der to pressure from countries and organizations who 
want to harm Israel,” Foreign Minister Israel Katz said 
in a statement. His Palestinian counterpart Riyad Al-
Malki meanwhile described the publication as “a victo-
ry for international law and diplomatic efforts.” 

The database was scheduled to be released three years 
ago, but has repeatedly been delayed. The rights office 
initially evaluated more than 300 companies. But the final 
report published yesterday cited 112 business entities that 
the office had “reasonable grounds to conclude have been 
involved in one or more of the specific activities refer-
enced” in the 2016 resolution. It said 94 of the listed com-
panies had their headquarters in Israel, while 18 others 
were spread across six other countries. The UN agency 
said compiling the database had been a “complex 
process” involving “widespread discussions” with states, 
think tanks, academics and the companies themselves.  
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Dividend policy of 33 fils per share for 3 years


