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Migrants raped
and trafficked as
US and Mexico
tighten borders
MEXICO CITY: Central American migrants are
being kidnapped, raped and trafficked in Mexico as
they seek to enter the United States amid a migra-
tion crackdown, a medical charity said on Tuesday.
In Mexico’s Nuevo Laredo city - separated from the
United States by the Rio Grande - almost 80% of
migrants treated by Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
in the first nine months of 2019 said they had been
victims of violence, including kidnapping. 

“They’re treated as if they aren’t really people,”
Sergio Martin, Mexico coordinator for MSF, told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “They’ve suffered
violence ... and what they find on their journey is
more violence.” Mexico has ramped up efforts to
stop Central American migrants, often fleeing violent
crime and poverty, reaching the US border under
pressure from President Donald Trump who threat-
ened to put import tariffs on its goods. 

It has deployed the National Guard to stop
migrants crossing northwards and increased deten-
tions and deportations. Mexico’s immigration author-
ity and interior ministry did not immediately respond
to requests for comment. President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador has said he wants to apply immigra-
tion laws while respecting migrants’ human rights.

The United States has sent 57,000 non-Mexican
migrants back to Mexico to await their US asylum
hearings, restricted asylum criteria and limited the
number of claims it receives daily at each port of
entry. A US Department of Homeland Security
spokesperson said the program to keep asylum
seekers in Mexico, known as Migrant Protection
Protocols or MPP, was supported by both govern-
ments and had given due process to more than
57,000 migrants. “MPP is one of the most important
and effective tools we have implemented to confront
the crisis on the border and we will continue to
strengthen and expand,” the spokesperson said. In
September, 18 of 41 patients in Nuevo Laredo who
had been sent back to Mexico to wait for US asylum
processing told MSF they had recently been kid-
napped. “We think that as a direct result of many of
these policies there are people who are suffering
more violence,” said Martin. “It’s easier for them to
fall into human trafficking networks or into extortion
networks, and no one look for them.”

MSF found 78% of almost 3,700 patients in
Mexico who sought mental health care in 2018 and
2019 showed signs of exposure to violence, includ-
ing assault, sexual violence and torture. Some
patients said they had been kidnapped in Mexico for
long periods for forced labor, sexual exploitation or
recruitment to work for criminal groups. Almost one
in four female migrants told MSF they had experi-
enced sexual violence on their journeys. The MSF
data was based on some 26,000 health consultations
with migrants in 2018 and 2019, testimonials and a
survey. —Reuters

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis, in one of the most sig-
nificant decisions of his papacy yesterday dismissed a
proposal to allow some married men to be ordained in
the Amazon region to ease an acute scarcity of priests.
The recommendation, put forward by Latin American
bishops last year, had alarmed conservatives in the
deeply polarized 1.3 billion-member Roman Catholic
Church, who feared it could lead to a change in the
centuries-old commitment to celibacy among priests.

Francis delivered his response in an Apostolic
Exhortation, three months after the proposal passed by
128 votes to 41 at a contentious Vatican assembly, or
synod, of Roman Catholic bishops. Apostolic
Exhortations are used to instruct and encourage the
Catholic faithful but do not define Church doctrine.
Yesterday’s 32-page document did not even mention
the proposal, which was for older married deacons
who are proven leaders of remote Catholic communi-
ties and have stable families to be ordained as priests.

Conservatives balked, fearing that even a circum-
scribed change would be a slippery slope leading to a
married priesthood throughout the Church. They
branded a pre-synod working document as heretical.
In what some viewed as a strategically timed appeal to
Francis not to approve the Amazon proposal, a book
published last month by Church conservatives defend-
ed the tradition of priestly celibacy. “From the Depths
of Our Hearts” was co-authored by Cardinal Robert
Sarah and Former Pope Benedict, though Francis’

predecessor subsequently disassociated himself from
the project.

Vatican officials said the pope completed the doc-
ument on Dec 27, before the book controversy, and
handed it in for translations. They said no changes
were made after that. In the Exhortation, the 82-year-
old Argentine pope wrote, new ways must be found
to encourage more priests to work in the remote
region, and allow expanded roles for lay people and
permanent deacons, of whom the Amazon needed
“many more”.

Deacons, like priests, are ordained ministers. They
can preach, teach, baptize and run parishes, but they
cannot say Mass. Married men can become deacons.
Because only priests can say Mass, people in at least
85% of Amazon villages cannot attend the liturgy
every week and some cannot do so for years. “This
urgent need leads me to urge all bishops, especially
those in Latin America... to be more generous in
encouraging those who display a missionary vocation
to opt for the Amazon region,” he wrote.

He used the first three chapters of the document to
defend the rights and legacies of indigenous people
and the environment in the Amazon, which had to be
protected because of its vital role in mitigating global
warming. Conservatives feared that if Francis had taken
up the proposal, other areas with a shortage of priests
would follow, even in developed countries such as
Germany, where the issue is being discussed. —Reuters

October synod voted 128-41 for exploring possibility

Pope dismisses proposal to ordain 
married men as priests in Amazon

VATICAN CITY: In this file photo, representatives of one of the Amazon Rainforest’s ethnic groups (front)
take part in Pope Francis’ mass at St Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, for the opening of the Special
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon Region. —AFP

Joe Biden: From 
frontrunner to 
edge of collapse
MANCHESTER: Once the confident fron-
trunner for the Democratic nomination,
America’s centrist senior statesman meant
to invigorate his party’s effort to oust
Donald Trump and reclaim the White
House. But the electability candidate, the
one who insists he has the best chance at
defeating Trump in November, has seen his
political fortunes plunge in a single week.

After what he called a “gut punch” of
a fourth place finish in the opening con-
test in Iowa, on Tuesday he faced a sec-
ond straight drubbing, on track for a
shock fifth-place finish in New
Hampshire, early results showed. The
former vice president saw the writing on
the wall and abruptly scrapped plans to
spend primary night in New Hampshire,
jetting to his stronghold of South
Carolina, where a diverse Democratic
electorate votes later this month.

With the rise of leftist Bernie Sanders, a
senator from neighboring Vermont, Biden
faced a severe uphill climb in New
Hampshire. But in an embarrassing turn,
the 77-year-old Biden was also beaten by
Pete Buttigieg, a moderate former small-
city mayor less than half his age, and prag-
matist Senator Amy Klobuchar. Senator

Elizabeth Warren was eclipsing him too.
No one in the modern history of the

Democratic nominating process has per-
formed so poorly in the first two
statewide contests and gone on to win
the nomination. The hemorrhaging of
support is coast to coast. A Monmouth
University poll released Tuesday shows
Biden’s nationwide score dropping by
nearly half, from 30 percent before
Iowa’s caucuses to 16 percent this week.

In the RealClearPolitics aggregate of
recent nationwide polls, Biden has now
relinquished the top spot that he has
held for more than a year, with Sanders
at 23 percent and Biden at 20.4 percent.
“I don’t know that I’ve seen a sadder
week in a campaign than Joe Biden’s in
New Hampshire,” political science pro-
fessor Dante Scala, of the University of
New Hampshire said. “Voters liked Joe
Biden well enough, but there was no
measure of devotion,” he added. “So
when he disappointed in Iowa, they went
shopping for other candidates.”

‘Come on, man!’ 
It all marks a stunning decline for the

party establishment favorite who is
deeply respected among Democrats for
his eight years as wingman to popular
president Barack Obama. Biden has
argued credibly that neither Iowa nor
New Hampshire, whiter and other than
most of the other 48 states, is a good
barometer for the Democratic race and
the party’s electorate. 

But bouncing back from a double dis-
aster will take remarkable persistence
and focus. His campaign energy has
come under scrutiny. He spent Thursday
huddling with advisors instead of earn-
ing votes. He has stumbled on the trail,
often responding to questions with
“Come on, man!” In the last debate he
conceded he would lose New
Hampshire, violating the unwritten rule
of eternal optimism.

And he recently lashed out at a voter
who questioned him, calling her a “lying

dog-faced pony soldier.” Biden, speak-
ing Tuesday from South Carolina where
he sought refuge from his New
Hampshire beating, insisted he was still
in the game, saying the first two states
signaled the “opening bell” of the race.
“Two of them. Not all the nation, not
half the nation, not a quarter of the
nation, not 10 percent,” he said, adding
he still wanted “the most committed
constituency in the Democratic Party,”
African Americans, to weigh in at the
ballot box. —AFP

COLUMBIA: Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden
addresses the crowd during a South Carolina campaign launch party in
Columbia, South Carolina.  —AFP

Political ad 
spending surges 
as Facebook 
dominates digital
WASHINGTON: Political ad spending is
surging for the US election, with digital
campaigns-led by Facebook-accounting
for nearly one-fifth of the total,
researchers said yesterday. A report by
eMarketer predicted total campaign
media spending jumping 63 percent from
four years ago to $6.89 billion, attribut-
ing the rise to the “intensity” of the presi-
dential race as well as many congression-
al contests.

The forecast for the 2019-2020 elec-
tion cycle covers spending on federal,
state and local ads, including political
action committee ads for candidates and
lobbying activities. Political ad spending,
which is generally highest during presi-
dential campaigns, is likely to be a
record, according to eMarketer. “The
highly partisan political environment is
driving more Americans to donate money
to their preferred candidates than in past
election seasons, which in turn is funnel-

ing more money into advertising,” the
eMarketer report said.

Television will account for the largest
share of political advertising at $4.5 bil-
lion or 66 percent of the total, taking
away some dollars from print and radio,
the survey found. “Despite cord-cutting
and declining viewership, TV still offers
strong reach, particularly among older
Americans who are likely to vote,” said
eMarketer analyst Eric Haggstrom.
Digital political ad spending meanwhile is
expected to grow more than 200 percent
from the past presidential election to
$1.34 billion, and will account for 19.4
percent of the total.

“One of the key benefits of digital
advertising over TV is its targeting capa-
bilities,” Haggstrom said. “Granular
demographic, audience and list-based
targeting allows political advertisers to
efficiently reach the right people with the
right message.” Facebook is expected to
take in nearly 60 percent of digital dol-
lars, according to eMarketer, with 18 per-
cent for Google and 22 percent for other
online services.

“Facebook offers reach, targeting
capabilities and ease of use that appeal
to political advertisers,” Haggstrom said.
“Candidates can more quickly and easily
send ads to potential supporters com-
pared with TV or radio. In a competitive

election, timeliness, efficiency and rele-
vancy are incredibly important.” Online
platforms have faced pressure to curb
political misinformation-including from
candidate ads-but have taken different
approaches.

Twitter has banned all political can-
didate ads and Google has placed limits
on “microtargeting” of specific demo-

graphic groups, while Facebook has
taken a mostly hands-off approach to
political advertising. Most of the money
spent on Google is for YouTube video
ads, according to eMarketer. “YouTube
is popular because campaigns can run
the same or similar ads that they are
running on TV, while reaching a differ-
ent audience,” Haggstrom said. —AFP

Anglican 
leader calls his 
Church a ‘deeply 
institutionally racist’
LONDON: The Archbishop of Canterbury has
called the Church of England “deeply institutionally
racist” and apologized for Britain’s treatment of
black people and other minorities since World War

II. Anglican clerics adopted a motion late on
Tuesday seeking forgiveness from the so-called
Windrush generation that moved to Britain from
former Caribbean colonies since 1948.

The mass migration was promoted by the gov-
ernment to help rebuild the United Kingdom from
the ruins of war. Yet none received documents
confirming their UK citizenship and the Caribbean
countries’ subsequent independence saw many
denied basic rights. Dozens were also wrongly
deported in a scandal that rocked the government
of former prime minister Theresa May.

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, the
highest-ranking cleric in the Anglican communion,

told the General Synod there was “no doubt” the
Church of England was still “deeply institutionally
racist”. “We did not do justice in the past, we do
not do justice now, and unless we are radical and
decisive in this area in the future, we will still be
having this conversation in 20 years’ time,” the
archbishop said. “We have damaged the Church,
we have damaged the image of God and most of
all, we have damaged those we victimized.”

The Times newspaper separately quoted him as
saying: “I’m ashamed of my lack of urgent voice to
the Church... It’s shaming as well as shocking.” The
resolution was adopted the same day as a last-
minute court ruling kept 25 convicted foreign-born

criminals from being deported to Jamaica.
Campaigners argued that Britain was sending back
some people who came to Britain as young chil-
dren and had no links to the Caribbean island
state.

But Prime Minister Boris Johnson insisted on
Tuesday that “these individuals should have taken
the precaution of not being serious criminals”. The
Court of Appeal ruled that 25 of the 50 people up
for deportation had been denied proper legal
advice because the phone signal in their Heathrow
detention centre did not work. Eight of the 25 cas-
es are now being reviewed by the Home Office
after campaigners filed fresh legal appeals. —AFP

NANTES: Photo shows the logo of the US online social media and social net-
working service, Facebook. —AFP


