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In downtown Kabul, a robotic waitress named “Timia” rolls across a restau-
rant to serve a pizza and fries to a customer. — Reuters photos

An Iraqi demonstrator dressed in a Joker outfit poses for a picture as he sits inside a Tuk-Tuk during an anti-government demonstration by Basra University students in the southern city of Basra, on February 11, 2020. — AFP

In downtown Kabul, a robotic waitress named
“Timea” rolls across a restaurant to serve a pizza
and fries to a customer. Zahra Barakzai, 30, cheer-

fully receives her meal from the robot, who has drawn
curious diners since she was unveiled at Time
Restaurant last month. “It was very interesting to me
because it was the first robot to come into a restau-
rant in Afghanistan and serve food. It was nice to see
the robot here, it’s kind of fun,” said Barakzai.

Though manufactured in Japan and serving
American-style fast food such as cola and burgers,
Time Restaurant’s team designed the robot with

locals in mind. The robot speaks Dari and Pashto, as
well as English, and her head is designed to appear
as though she is wearing a hijab, the headscarf worn
by most Muslim women in Afghanistan.

Decades of war in Afghanistan have hampered the
development of the country’s technology education
and innovation sector, though bright spots exist as
access to education, including for girls, improves. In
2017, an all-female robotics team from Western city
of Herat rose to global fame when they were initially
refused and later cleared to compete in a robotics
competition in the United States. Their solar-pow-

ered robot later won an award at an international
robotics festival held in Estonia.

Zuhal, 13, a customer at the restaurant, said she
was inspired, having previously only seen robots in
cartoons. “I never thought I would see a robot one
day in my own town, but now I’m happy to see the
robot in my favorite restaurant, it means that
Afghanistan is developing,” she said. — AFP


