
S p o r t s Thursday, February 13, 2020

27

Are UEFA scoring environmental 
own goal with Euro 2020?

PARIS: The 2020 European Championship will be the first
to be played all across the continent, with 12 different
countries hosting matches, forcing teams and supporters
to rack up thousands of air miles and leave behind a
gigantic carbon footprint.

Sold by UEFA as a one-off to celebrate 60 years since
the first European Championship, the format of Euro 2020
may be innovative, and organisers have promised to make
the tournament environmentally friendly.

That promise seems to ring hollow, however, when, for
example, Polish supporters will have to travel over 6,000
kilometres (3,730 miles) in 10 days to watch their team’s
group games, to Dublin and Bilbao and then back to
Ireland again. Matches will also be played by the Caspian
Sea in Baku, nearly 5,000 kilometres from London, where
the final will be held. Contrast that with Euro 2016, when
the tournament was held in France, and the next Euro in
Germany in 2024. Both of those countries are compact
enough to travel around easily by train.

“This is a total nonsense from an environmental view-
point,” Karima Delli, a French Green who chairs the
European Parliament’s Transport and Tourism Committee,
told AFP. “They say this new format is about showcasing
European unity, but they’re forgetting that there is a cli-
mate emergency.”

However, UEFA insists it has taken this “emergency”
into account and says it is “taking steps to ensure that
Euro 2020 is our most environmentally conscious tourna-
ment to date.”

POLLUTION 
The format for Euro 2020 will see several leading

nations — England, Germany, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands
— whose fans “are known to travel in their tens of thou-
sands for major international tournaments,” play their
group games at home.

“This will significantly reduce the carbon footprint of
the tournament,” UEFA told AFP. Meanwhile, Budapest’s

Puskas Arena will be the only brand new venue for the
tournament. This, UEFA says, has spared “a huge environ-
mental cost in energy, concrete and other resources.”

In contrast, four new stadiums were built in France
ahead of Euro 2016. Andrew Welfle, of the Tyndall Centre
for Climate Change Research at the University of
Manchester, admits that construction is “a major source of
emissions” for any major tournament.

That means there is a “huge difference” between the
emissions caused by Euro 2020 and, for example, the 2022
World Cup in Qatar, where all eight venues are either
being built from scratch or modernised for the competi-
tion. Emissions caused by travelling supporters can be “the
hardest thing to calculate”, according to Welfle. “The esti-
mates will be based on lots of different assumptions which
will themselves be more or less realistic.” UEFA itself has
calculated that travelling fans and teams will produce
425,000 tons of carbon emissions over the duration of the
Euro. In comparison, it says, Euro 2016 in France created
517,000 tons of emissions. The 2018 World Cup, held in 11
cities across Russia but with 32 teams instead of 24 at the
Euro, produced almost 1.5 million tons of emissions,
according to reports produced by organisers.

CONSTANT EXPANSION 
To compensate, UEFA is pledging to invest in “emission

reduction projects”, and intends to plant 50,000 trees in
each of the host countries in order to “leave a lasting lega-
cy”. But experts are not convinced. “Planting trees is great,
but planting trees and then leaving does not resolve the
problem,” says Welfle. “At the end of the day that is not
going to change the quantity of emissions produced dur-
ing the tournament.”

UEFA is also attempting to reduce emissions, for exam-
ple giving supporters free use of public transport on
matchdays, and recycling more waste. Yet surely the least
sustainable aspect of all is the constant obsession with
expanding major competitions, with the Euro having

grown from 16 teams to 24, while the World Cup will soon
balloon from 32 to 48 teams.

“If climate change is becoming a priority, there are
numerous ways in which these competitions can be organ-
ised differently,” Welfle says. “Why not base the decision
on the host country on the issue of transport? Maybe they
can reduce the number of matches, and give spectators

longer to travel to venues.”
In September, UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin

acknowledged that football had “not done much for the
environment”. The pan-European format is unlikely to be
repeated and UEFA has promoted the “excellent transport
infrastructure” in Germany, the next host. Maybe 2024 will
be the first properly environmentally friendly Euro? —AFP

BUDAPEST: File photo taken on November 11, 2019 shows an inside view of the Puskas Ferenc Arena football
stadium in Budapest. The 2020 European Championship will be the first to be played all across the continent,
with 12 different countries hosting matches, forcing teams and supporters to rack up thousands of air miles
and leave behind a gigantic carbon footprint. This, UEFA says, has spared “a huge environmental cost in ener-
gy, concrete and other resources.—AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ITALIAN CUP
AC Milan v Juventus FC 22:45
beIN sports

FRENCH CUP
Epinal v Saint Etienne 23:00
beIN sports

SPAIN COPA DEL REY
Real Sociedad v CD Mirandes 23:00
beIN sports

New format is about showcasing European unity but forgetting climate emergency

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of
Kuwait’s (CBK) cricket team recently
won the Banks Cricket Cup in the cham-
pionship organized by Kuwait Banks
Club (KBC) at Kuwait Sports Club crick-
et ground. 

The conclusion ceremony was held
under the auspices of KBC Chairman,
Yousif Al-Rowayyeh in the presence of
the head of the club’s sports committee,

Talal Al-Nassar. Accordingly, CBK’s team
also received the Cup and was honored
by CBK Board Chairman, Sheikh Ahmed
Al-Sabah, CEO, Elham Mahfouz. 

In this regard, Al-Sabah said that the
team was honored within CBK’s keen-
ness on caring for its human resources
and celebrating the bank’s staff achieve-
ments both in banking and various sport
activities.  

CBK lifts Banks Cricket Cup

LONDON: If Leeds United seem nervous that their
Premier League promotion bid will unravel as it has done
so often, their jitters were embodied by Kiko Casilla’s
blunder in Tuesday’s 1-1 draw at Brentford in the
Championship.

On a cold evening at the ramshackle Griffin Park, the
former Real Madrid goalkeeper failed to control a pass
from a team mate, missing the ball completely then falling
over as striker Said Benrahma pounced.

The ball had barely nestled in the net when the sound-
track to Leeds’ recent collapses rang out among the home
fans. ‘Leeds are falling apart’, they crowed, delighting in
their opponents’ misery.

The blow of Casilla’s blunder was softened by an error
from Brentford keeper David Raya which allowed Liam
Cooper to equalise, but the draw was not what Leeds
needed after last week’s 2-0 loss at Nottingham Forest.

The sense that they could blow their chances of promo-
tion yet again is inescapable. In December they were top
of the table and enjoyed an 11-point lead over third-placed
Fulham. But a miserable run of two wins from 11 league
games means Fulham will leapfrog them into the coveted
second place, which offers automatic promotion, if they
beat Millwall on Wednesday.

Coach Marcelo Bielsa struggled to explain his side’s
troubles. “The team are not playing worse than before,”
said the 64-year-old Argentine, who speaks through a
translator while staring at the floor.

“They’re running even more, they’re as confident as
before.” Leeds’ travails in the second half of a season are
not new, but last season was perhaps their most spec-
tacular collapse yet. They lost 10 out of their final 22
games, conceding the second automatic promotion spot
to Sheffield United despite leading them by 10 points at
one stage.

Their untimely capitulation was just the latest painful
episode in a saga of disappointments for Leeds, who con-
sider themselves to be among the biggest clubs in England
and worthy of a place in the Premier League. 

They won England’s top flight in 1992 and reached the
European Cup final in 1975 and the Champions League
semi-finals in 2000. Their fans have loyally followed their
team home and away since they were relegated from the
Premier League in 2004, the consequence of their exuber-
ant spending under former chairman Peter Ridsdale, who
left them with 100 million pounds of debt.

Leeds even filled their Elland Road ground during their
three seasons in England’s third tier between 2007 and
2010. They were almost a forgotten force when maverick
coach Bielsa took charge at the beginning of last season.
The former Argentina manager was a huge influence on
top coaches such as Pep Guardiola and Mauricio
Pochettino and instantly converted Leeds’ fans to his
exciting style of play.—Reuters

Is Leeds’ promotion
push falling
apart again?

LONDON: A Manchester United fans’ group says it wel-
comes the club’s application to have 1,500 rail seats
installed at Old Trafford, intended to allow supporters to
stand in safety. The club applied for permission to the local
Safety Advisory Group (SAG) in December and hopes to
be given the go-ahead to introduce a safe standing sec-
tion. United have experienced long-running problems with
fans refusing to sit down in parts of their all-seater Old
Trafford ground but rail seats are designed to lock into a
folded position, giving fans space to stand.

“We hope to see this progress as quickly as possible as
we have long argued that rail seats are a safety enhance-
ment as well as popular with many fans whether they pre-
fer to stand or indeed prefer to remain seated throughout
the game in other areas with an unobstructed view,” a
statement from the Manchester United Supporters Trust
(M.U.S.T) said on Tuesday.

“The North East Quadrant (lower) was selected initially
as it has been an area where persistent standing has been
established dating back over more than six years.”

Rai l  seat ing is  hugely popular in Germany’s
Bundesliga and used by Scottish club Celtic but while
Tottenham Hotspur’s new stadium is adapted with rail
seating and Wolverhampton Wanderers installed some
in a stand at Molineux, they are not allowed to operate
safe standing areas.

Standing is an option that followers of Premier League
and Championship (second-tier) clubs have largely been
denied since the 1990 Taylor Report ordered clubs in the
top two tiers to convert to all-seater stadiums by 1994 in
the wake of the 1989 Hillsborough disaster in which 96
Liverpool fans lost their lives in a crush during an FA Cup
semi-final.

However, many decry the loss of atmosphere at
grounds as well as the dangers of fans standing in seated
areas.

A report from the Sports Grounds Safety Authority
(SGSA) recently said rail seating could have a “positive
impact on spectator safety” while the government said it
would work with fans’ groups to introduce safe standing
areas.— Reuters

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir will patronize the
opening ceremony of Kuwait Sea Sports UIM-ABP
Aquabike Class Pro World Championship Grand
Prix of Kuwait, first round to be held in Kuwait for
the first time with attendance of Information
Minister, State Minister for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri, and Public Authority for
Sports Deputy Director General for Competitive
Sports Sector Dr Saqer Al-Mulla at 6 pm tonight.

The championship will see 80 riders from 26
countries.

This championship is considered the first round
of World Aquabike Championships and will be in
four categories with two runs, while prizes will be
distributed on Saturday. This was announced during
a press conference held at the Marina Hotel attend-
ed by Dr Saqer Al-Mulla, Chairman of Kuwait Sea
Sports Club Mohammad Al-Zanki, Chairman of the
International Federation Raymond Ghernano and

Champion Yousuf Al-Abdelrazaq.
Meanwhile Dr Saqer Al-Mulla thanked HH the

Amir for patronizing the championship which is held
for the first time in Kuwait, he also thanked all those
working at the club for the great efforts they exert-
ed in order to convince the international federation
to organize the championship in Kuwait.

He said “we at PAS give total support for hosting
such events, that strengthens Kuwait presence on
the international map through organizing various
championships.”

Al-Mulla wished all participants in general and
Kuwaitis in particular the best of luck.

Meanwhile Chairman of the Board of Kuwait Sea
Sports Club Mohammad Al-Zanki said HH the
Amir’s patronage is a great honor for us, adding
that we seek hosting the first round of the world
championship to present the Kuwait youth at their
best.

It is worth mentioning that the club was estab-
lished in March 2019.

KUWAIT: Dr Saqer Al-Mulla holding the press conference.

Opening ceremony of World
Aquabike Grand Prix tonight

WELLINGTON: Injured New Zealand pace bowlers Trent
Boult and Lockie Ferguson are “tracking nicely” as the side
begin their preparations for the test series against India,
according to captain Kane Williamson.

Bowling spearhead Boult broke his hand in the second
game against Australia in Melbourne while Ferguson bowled
just 11 overs in his test debut in the first match in Perth before
breaking down with a calf strain.

Both missed the Twenty20 and one-day international
series against India but Williamson said there were hopes

they could be available for the first match against the world’s
top ranked test team that starts on Feb. 21 in Wellington.
“They’re tracking nicely,” Williamson said after his side
sealed a five-wicket win and 3-0 series sweep of the one-
dayers against India at Bay Oval in Mt. Maunganui. “It’s an
exciting opportunity ... against one of the best sides in the
world.” The injuries to Boult and Ferguson and regular squad
member Matt Henry, who broke his thumb in the third test in
Sydney, forced New Zealand to test the depth of their pace
bowling stocks against India.

Hamish Bennett was recalled after almost three years in
the international wilderness, while Kyle Jamieson, who was
brought into the test squad in Australia as cover but did not
play, made his debut in the one-day series.

Bennett took the most wickets for New Zealand in the
one-dayers and was joint top wicket taker in the Twenty20
matches with legspinner Ish Sodhi. While expensive in his
opening spells, Bennett proved to be a solid death bowler
with his ability to mix his pace and length, something noted
by Williamson.— Reuters

Boult, Ferguson tracking nicely as NZ build pace depth

Man Utd seek 
permission for 
1,500 ‘safe 
standing’ seats


