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Kuwait suspends Caracal deliveries; 
calls to probe Airbus aircraft deal

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Adel Al-Damkhi said yesterday
that he has withdrawn a threat to grill the de-
fense minister after a quick and positive re-
sponse from the ministry in which it suspended
taking delivery of Caracal military helicopters
until adequate technical examinations are car-
ried out. The ministry of defense confirmed in a
statement that it will not take delivery of any
Caracal helicopter before making sure they are

technically sound.
The ministry’s move came after Damkhi on

Wednesday said he will grill the defense minister
if the ministry takes delivery of any Caracal after
the first two Caracals encountered technical
problems in their engines. Damkhi raised the issue
after he came across a letter from a senior defense
ministry official ordering that six ready Caracals
be received without making the necessary check-
ups. The lawmaker said yesterday that he was in-
formed by the defense ministry that an assistant

undersecretary will be probed in the case.
In its statement, the ministry insisted that it

will pay great attention to the safety of Kuwaiti
pilots and personnel. In 2016, Kuwait signed a
€1.2 billion deal to purchase 30 Caracal military
helicopters from Airbus Helicopters. The deal is
already under investigation in Kuwait after a
Lebanese middleman demanded commissions
worth €70 million from Airbus for mediating the
deal with Kuwait.

In another aircraft sale with Airbus, MP

Riyadh Al-Adasani yesterday called for investi-
gating a deal to purchase 25 passenger jets from
Airbus after a British court fined Airbus some
Ä3.5 billion over corruption allegations, adding
that the verdict mentioned names of Kuwaiti of-
ficials. Adasani told reporters that a fact-finding
panel must be formed to investigate the deal
over irregularities, corruption and bribes. Several
MPs had already demanded investigation into
the Airbus deal, claiming illegal commissions and
bribes were paid in the deal.

Manila lifts ban on deployment
of workers to Kuwait 
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Philippines Department of Labor And
Employment Secretary Silvestre Bello III an-
nounced lifting the ban on sending all categories
of Filipino workers to Kuwait. “Thanks to the ef-
forts exerted by the foreign ministry, the labor
ministry and the domestic helper agencies’ union
in Philippines, the problem was resolved,” he
said during a meeting with the domestic helper
agencies’ representatives in Manila. 

Earlier, Kuwaiti Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah and Philippine Presi-
dential Advisor on Overseas Filipino Workers Ab-
dullah Mamao discussed several key issues in a
meeting in Kuwait yesterday, including bilateral

ties and the ban imposed by the Philippines on
sending domestic workers to Kuwait following the
murder of a Filipina worker. The two sides hailed
the positive outcome of the recent meetings of the
Kuwait-Filipino joint committee on domestic
workers held in Kuwait. Moreover, Mamao af-
firmed his country’s intentions to lift the ban.

Kuwait’s foreign ministry asserted that the
meeting with the Philippine side was very pos-
itive and that a memo of understanding had
been signed in this regard. “The ban is ex-
pected to be lifted soon and Minister Bello is
expected to visit Kuwait after he was briefed
on the transparent and legal measures taken in
various cases related to Filipina workers,” the
ministry had explained. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The fire department yesterday an-
nounced six workers had died and three were
injured in the earth collapse in Mutlaa residen-
tial city, noting that the three injured men were
saved minutes after the collapse and retrieved
by search and rescue personnel. The public
authority for housing welfare announced halt-
ing all constructions at the site until official in-
vestigations are over. The authority stressed
all measures will be taken to investigate the
accident upon direct instructions from Minis-
ter of Public Works and Minister of State for
Housing Affairs Rana Al-Fares. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of con-
dolences to President of Nepal Bidhya Devi
Bhandari over the death of the Nepalese
workers in the Mutlaa accident. HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent

similar cables to Bhandari. 
Meanwhile, director general of Al-Huraiti

law firm, the legal representative of the Chi-
nese company responsible for the project -
Gezhouba, expressed deepest sympathies and
condolences to the families of the deceased
workers and wished the speedy recovery of
those injured. Hussein Al-Huraiti hailed the
quick response of rescue and medical emer-
gency forces as well as Fares for her immedi-
ate presence at the site. 

Mutlaa death toll rises to
6, Amir sends condolences

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: In a bid to help farmers affected by
the spread of the coronavirus and save their
crops, the Kuwaiti embassy in Vietnam pur-
chased two tons of watermelons and distributed
them free to passersby, said the Vietnamese
thoidai.com.vn website. In this regard, Nguyen
Thu Ha, secretary of the Embassy of Kuwait in
Hanoi, said the embassy had received reports
about difficulties the farmers have been facing in
exporting their crops after the spread of the
coronavirus, and accordingly, the embassy de-
cided to purchase the watermelons and distrib-
ute them for free.

Autopsies not MoH responsibility
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah

stressed performing autopsies is the responsi-
bility of the public prosecution. “Our job is to

hand over the bodies and they do their work.” he
underlined, adding that the case currently dis-
cussed by the parliamentary health affairs com-
mittee is still in court. Notably, the National
Assembly had urged the health affairs committee
to investigate the causes of the deaths of Abdul
Aziz Al-Rasheedi, a child who died in Fahaheel
polyclinic dental clinic, and Kuwaiti citizen
Hanan Al-Adwani. 

Kuwaiti Embassy distributes
melons for free in Vietnam

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti
man holds a
heart-shaped bal-
loon outside a
shop in Kuwait
City yesterday
ahead of Valen-
tine’s Day. —
Photo by Yasser
Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah meets Philippine Presidential
Advisor on OFWs Abdullah Mamao yesterday. — KUNA 


