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KHARTOUM: Sudan said yesterday it has
signed a deal with the families of the victims of
the 2000 bombing of the USS Cole in Yemen,
meeting a key condition for removing the coun-
try from Washington’s terrorism blacklist. The
United States has set certain benchmarks that
Sudan has to meet to be removed from its state
sponsor of terrorism list, which also includes
North Korea, Iran and Syria.

For months now, Sudanese and US officials
have been in talks to remove the northeast
African country from the blacklist. Compen-
sating the victims of the USS Cole attack had
been a key condition imposed by the US ad-
ministration.

Sudan’s justice ministry said a deal had been
signed with the families of the victims of the at-
tack, but it did not specify the amount of com-
pensation agreed. “As part of the transitional
government’s effort to remove Sudan from the
terrorism list, a deal has been signed on Febru-
ary 7 with the families of the victims of the USS
Cole incident,” the ministry said in a statement.

“The deal clearly specifies that the govern-
ment of Sudan was not responsible for the inci-
dent or any such terrorist incident and it is doing
this deal only to... fulfil the condition put by the
American administration to remove Sudan from
its terrorism list.” On October 12, 2000, a rubber
boat loaded with explosives blew up as it
rounded the bow of the guided-missile de-
stroyer, which had just pulled into Aden, Yemen,
for a refuelling stop. 

Seventeen American sailors were killed as
well as the two perpetrators of the attack
claimed by Al-Qaeda, in an early success for the
terror group and its founder Osama bin Laden.

Blacklisting impacting economy 
A US court then ruled that Sudan, where the

two bombers were trained, was responsible for
the attack-a claim Khartoum always denied. In
2012, a Washington judge ordered Sudan to pay
more than $300 million to the victims’ families.
Other judges went on to order certain banks to
make Sudanese assets available to start paying
the sum.

But in March 2019, the US Supreme Court
overturned on procedural grounds a lower
court’s ruling ordering Sudan to pay damages to
the families of the victims. Sudan’s justice min-
istry did not specify the structure or any other
details of the deal signed last week. In 1993,
Washington listed Sudan on its terrorism black-
list for its alleged support of Islamist groups. Bin
Laden used to reside in Sudan from 1992 to
1996. Sudan’s new authorities have made it a key
priority to get the country removed from the
blacklist.

Officials in Khartoum say the country’s eco-
nomic revival has been stunted primarily due to
its blacklisting, which deters global investors. In
October 2017, the US lifted its decades old trade
embargo imposed on Sudan, but kept the coun-
try on the terrorism blacklist.

Sudanese businessmen and officials complain

that the blacklisting has restrained international
banking and transfer of funds, in turn severely
impacting the country’s economy.

Sudan’s chronic economic trouble-led by
high inflation as well as shortages of fuel and
foreign currency-was the main trigger for na-

tionwide protests against now ousted leader
Omar al-Bashir.

Bashir was removed by the army in a palace
coup last April, but the country’s economic woes
persist as the new authorities battle to rein in in-
flation and unemployment. —AFP

Sudan says deal signed with families 
of victims of USS Cole bombing 

In this file photo taken on November 07, 2019 a life ring from the USS Cole is displayed at the new ex-
hibition Revealed: The Hunt for Bin Laden at the 9/11 Memorial Museum in New York City. Sudan’s justice
ministry said early yesterday it had signed a deal with the families of the American servicemen killed
in the 2000 bombing of the USS Cole in Yemen. — AFP

Khartoum meets a condition for removing Sudan from terrorism blacklist 

BAGHDAD: Hundreds of Iraqi women of all ages
flooded central Baghdad yesterday alongside
male anti-government protesters, defying an
order by powerful cleric Moqtada Sadr to sep-
arate the genders in the rallies. Some were
veiled, others not, still more wrapped their faces
in black-and-white checkered scarves. Most
carried roses, Iraqi flags or signs defending their
role in the regime change demonstrations. 

They marched through a tunnel and spilled
out into Tahrir Square, the epicenter of the
youth-dominated movement in a country where
vast regions remain socially conservative. “We
want to protect women’s role in the protests as
we’re just like the men. There are efforts to kick
us out of Tahrir but we’ll only come back
stronger,” said Zainab Ahmad, a pharmacy stu-
dent.  “Some people were inciting against us a
few days ago, seeking to keep women at home
or keep them quiet. But we turned out today in
large numbers to prove to those people that
their efforts will end in failure,” she said.  Ahmad
appeared to be referring to controversial cleric
Moqtada Sadr, a powerful figure who first

backed the rallies when they erupted in October
but who has since sought to discredit them.

On Saturday, the militiaman-turned-politician
had alleged drug and alcohol use among the
protesters and said it was immoral for men and
women to mix there.  And a few moments before
yesterday’s women’s march began, Sadr once
again took to Twitter to slam the protests as
being rife with “nudity, promiscuity, drunken-
ness, immorality, debauchery ... and non-believ-
ers”. In a strange turn, he said Iraq must not “turn
into Chicago,” which he said was full of “moral
looseness” including homosexuality, a claim that
was immediately mocked online.

‘Freedom, revolution, feminism’  
While the numbers in Tahrir have dwindled in

recent weeks, many Iraqi youth say the past four
months of rallies have helped break down wide-
spread conservative social norms.  Men and
women were seen holding hands in Tahrir and
even camping out in the square together.  Yes-
terday, men linked arms to form a protective ring
around the women as they marched for over an

hour.  “Revolution is my name, male silence is the
real shame!” they chanted, then adding “Free-
dom, revolution, feminism!”  Some of their chants
were snide remarks at Sadr himself.

“Where are the millions?” some said, refer-
ring to the cleric’s call for a million-strong march
several weeks ago that saw much smaller num-

bers hit the streets.  The rallies have slammed
Iraqi authorities for being corrupt, incompetent
and beholden to neighboring Iran.  “They want
us to be a second Iran, but Iraqi women weren’t
born to let men dictate to them what to do,” pro-
tester Raya Assi told AFP yesterday. “They have
to accept us the way we are.” —AFP

Hundreds of Iraqi women defy 
cleric to protest authorities

BASRA: Iraqi women raise placards as they take part in an anti-government demonstration in the south-
ern city of Basra yesterday.—AFP


