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JOHANNESBURG:  When Cyril Ramaphosa
took office as South African president two years
ago, the media coined the term “Ramaphoria” to
describe the giddy expectations he had stoked.
Those heady days now seem firmly in the past.
Ramaphosa, 67, has been praised for turning the
page on the scandal-tainted era of his predeces-
sor, Jacob Zuma.

But many South Africans are frustrated, dis-
enchanted or angry that his rhetoric of a “new
dawn” in a country bedeviled by joblessness, in-
equality and crime has fallen so far short. “We
have all been disappointed... at the performance
of the president over the past two years,” said
Dawie Roodt, chief economist at the consultancy
firm Efficient Group.

“We are worse off because we are poorer
than two years ago in terms of per capita GDP,”
he said. “But we do not have the same levels of
incompetence and corruption that we experi-
enced under Zuma.” Ramaphosa was a trade
union leader who played a key role in the
apartheid struggle.

After it, he became a hugely wealthy busi-
nessman but kept his political contacts bright,
and at one point was seen as being groomed to
succeed Nelson Mandela.

Instead he became vice president, a largely
low-profile role that he held until he landed the
top job in February 2018. That came after an in-
ternal wrangle in the ruling African National
Congress (ANC) saw Zuma, stained by years of
corruption allegations, forced to resign. 

Fifteen months later, Ramaphosa won a pop-
ular mandate in elections where the ANC suf-
fered its worst result since apartheid was
overturned a quarter of a century earlier. The
party’s electoral support dropped below the

psychologically significant mark of 60 percent,
falling to 57.5 percent. 

Economic headache 
The slump reflects the failure of Ramaphosa’s

reform plans to deliver the jobs and sunnier life
that he promised. In short order, his presidency
has had to battle escalating electricity outages,
rising unemployment-now at 29.1 percent and
the highest in 11 years-and a national airline
struggling to stay afloat. “It is quite clear that he
is facing a much bigger challenge... than had
been expected,” said Nedbank economist Isaac
Matshego.

Ramaphosa’s leadership style is now under
cold scrutiny. Sifiso Skenjana, chief economist at
a management consulting firm, IQ Business, said
Ramaphosa was having to navigate the “political
complexity” of a divided ANC.

“He has tended to try to be inclusive and as a
result he has come under a lot of criticism for
having some level of indecision.” The head of the
opposition Democratic Alliance, John Steen-
huisen, acidly described Ramaphosa as “stuck in
his own quicksand of warring factions and crip-
pling indecisiveness. The incapable head of an
incapable state”.

Julius Malema, leader of the firebrand oppo-
sition the Economic Freedom Fighters, asked:
“What is that Cyril has done since we removed
Zuma... except him becoming president?”

“Ramaphosa is certainly not a disaster but he
is really a disappointment,” said Roodt. “He is a
weak president,” he said. “His personality is not
a very strong leader because he doesn’t take de-
cisions, he is always waiting for somebody to tell
him what to do.” Ramaphosa was to make a
state-of-the-nation address yesterday in which

he is likely to admit to the country’s problems
but also emphasize the positive.

“We believe we have laid a very good foun-
dation and a basis for our country to move for-
ward,” he said last week when asked to rate his
performance. He urged the need “to look forward
so that we are not beaten down by the moment
that we are in.” Expectations that yesterday’s

speech will deliver more of the same have met
with scorn in some quarters. “Why should we
waste more time on listening to Ramaphosa’s
empty promises yesterday when it is clear that
things in SA are only getting worse?” asked Jo-
hannesburg’s former mayor Herman Mashaba.
Despite his problems, Ramaphosa still enjoys
public backing. — AFP

Two years on, ‘Ramaphoria’ for 
S Africa’s president is fading
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Sinn Fein seeks talks
with Fianna Fail on
forming new Irish govt
DUBLIN: Left-wing nationalist party Sinn Fein said yesterday
it had formally requested talks with center-right rival Fianna
Fail to discuss options for forming a new Irish government fol-
lowing an inconclusive election last weekend. The request puts
pressure on Fianna Fail leader Micheal Martin, whose party has
38 seats in the 160-seat parliament, to clarify his position on a
possible tie-up with Sinn Fein, which has 37 seats. Sinn Fein, Fi-
anna Fail and the center-right Fine Gael Party of Prime Minister
Leo Varadkar secured just under a quarter of seats in parlia-
ment each, meaning it will be hard to form a government unless
at least two of the three cooperate.

Surveys showed that voters rejected the traditional parties
over the key campaign issues of healthcare and the high cost
and low availability of housing, won over by Sinn Fein’s high-
spending promises and a pledge to freeze residential rents.
During the election campaign, Martin ruled out doing a deal
with Sinn Fein, the former political wing of the Irish Republican
Army (IRA), but in the immediate aftermath of the vote, he re-
fused to completely exclude the possibility.

“Micheal Martin has said ‘I am a democrat, I listen to the
people and I respect the decision of the people’, so he knows

that the people have voted for
change,” Sinn Fein leader
Mary Lou McDonald said in a
statement to announce that
the formal request had been
made. “There is an obligation
on all of us to act urgently,”
she added.

Fine Gael and Fianna Fail
have long shunned Sinn Fein,
citing policy differences and
the party’s historic links to the
IRA, which fought British rule
in Northern Ireland for
decades in a conflict in which
some 3,600 people were

killed before a 1998 peace deal. Both parties are also opposed
to Sinn Fein’s high-spending promises, its pledge to scrap prop-
erty tax and plans to hike income taxes on high earners they
say would discourage foreign multinationals that employ one-
in-10 Irish workers. There are open divisions among Fianna Fail
lawmakers over talking to Sinn Fein. Two members of parlia-
ment, one a senior member of Martin’s front bench, strongly
ruled it out yesterday ahead of the party’s first meeting since
the election. The Irish Times newspaper said Martin was ex-
pected to rule out such a coalition. The two lawmakers, Niall
Collins and newly elected Cathal Crowe, suggested that Fianna
Fail could instead lead a minority government similar to the pre-
vious administration Varadkar led via a co-operation deal with
then main opposition Fianna Fail. — Reuters

President’s reform plans fail to deliver jobs, spur growth

ADDIS ABABA: The outgoing chair of the African Union and the Egyptian President, Abdel Fattah
Al-Sisi (left), hands over the chairmanship to the incoming chair for the African Union and south
African President, Cyril Ramaphosa, at the 33rd Ordinary session of the assembly of the African
heads of States at the African Union headquarters in Addis Ababa in this file photo. — AFP

Britain’s Northern Ireland Sec-
retary Julian Smith 

Greek islanders 
take anti-camp 
protest to Athens
ATHENS: Greek officials and residents from islands harboring
thousands of asylum-seekers staged a protest in Athens yesterday
against plans to build new camps. Dozens of demonstrators from
the islands of Lesbos, Chios and Samos gathered outside the in-
terior ministry, brandishing banners against the camps project.

The new conservative government which came to power in July
has announced that the present camps, which are stretched sev-
eral times beyond capacity, are to shut down this year.

They are to be replaced with new, smaller facilities that are to
be operational by mid-2020.

But authorities and residents on the five Aegean islands with
camp facilities, which include Leros and Kos, have opposed the
initiative. The islanders demand the immediate removal of most of
the asylum-seekers and accuse the EU of abandoning them.

“If we accept a (new) camp for 7,000 people, unofficially it
could be 20-25,000 people,” said Georgios Stantzos, the mayor
of eastern Samos. The ongoing deadlock, five years after the
height of the migration crisis, has caused exasperation among
both island residents and asylum-seekers.

Outbreaks of violence are frequent in the overcrowded camps,
and last week seven people on Lesbos were arrested on suspicion
of forming a vigilante group to attack migrants. — AFP


