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EVELETH, United States: Haylee Ann Rucker
lives in a rural Minnesota town. The 19-year-old
was born in the United States to American par-
ents. But legally, she did not exist for 19 years.  

No passport, no driver’s license, no insurance.
Rucker had none of the vital paperwork needed
to lead a regular adult life.  Why? Because she
didn’t have a birth certificate. And without that,
she could not get a Social Security number, and
everything got more complicated from there.
The story is an absurdist tale of administrative
ping-pong involving two US states, the federal
government and a hospital that did not register
her paperwork from the outset.

But as bizarre as it sounds, it’s not unheard of
in the United States, a country that offers na-
tionality to anyone born on American soil. “It re-
ally hit me when I turned 16 and I couldn’t get a
license like everyone else,” Rucker says in a soft
and trembling voice.

When AFP met Rucker in Eveleth-popula-
tion, roughly 3,700 — in mid-January, she was
working as a home health aide for the bedridden
wife of the town’s mayor. Of course, she has to
work under the table. Mayor Robert Vlaisavlje-
vich repeatedly calls Rucker’s situation “the nut-
tiest thing.” Rucker was a good student in high
school and wants to become a nurse, but she
could not register for college classes without
identification documents. The frustration in her
voice builds: “I mean, I can’t do anything. I’m
kind of just stuck.”

‘She’s mine’ 
It all started one Thursday night in December

2000 at a hospital outside Los Angeles. A very

pregnant April Booth, Rucker’s mother, went to
the hospital convinced she was about to give
birth.  But nurses sent her away and told her to
return when her contractions were closer to-
gether. Booth, however, didn’t make it. She gave
birth at home with the help of her baby’s father.
An ambulance then came and took her back to
the hospital. But the father did not want to sign
any paperwork, perhaps so he could avoid pay-
ing child support. 

Without his signature, there were no official
witnesses to the birth, and the hospital did not
follow through with the usual procedures to
have a birth certificate issued.  At the time, Booth
did not worry about the birth certificate formal-
ities, and her baby’s father disappeared from her
life. But years later, when she was ready to file a
tax return after heading back to work, Booth re-
alized she could not claim Rucker as a depend-
ent, because her daughter had no Social
Security number. By that time, the family was liv-
ing in Minnesota. In 2009, Booth applied for a
Social Security number for Rucker. But her re-
quest was rejected because of the lack of a birth
certificate.  Social workers helped Booth get a
paternity test proving the identity of Rucker’s
father. The hospital certified that Booth had been
admitted in December 2000. 

There was a bill for the ambulance, and med-
ical records.  Booth spreads all the papers out
on a coffee table in her home. She even has a
copy of one of her ultrasound exams. “In the be-
ginning, I thought maybe they thought that I had
stolen her, and I could respect that,” says the 56-
year-old Booth. “But I think I have enough doc-
umentation to prove that she’s mine.” In 2018,

thanks to a friend, Booth finally got a lawyer to
take the case pro bono. For months, there was
no progress. Booth saw a certain irony in the sit-
uation. She works in a call center that has the
Democratic Party as a client, and often conducts
polls about the regularization of those in the US
without papers. “I didn’t cross a border in the
back of a truck. I didn’t hide her as a stowaway,”

Booth said.  “I had her in the United States, and
I’ve never left the country. I’m an American cit-
izen. And I can’t get her legal.”

As Rucker was not born in Minnesota where
she currently lives, and doesn’t live in California
where she was born, the two states have repeat-
edly punted to the other side on the case, says
her attorney Bryan Lyndsay. — AFP
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US commander warns
Philippines rift could
hurt terrorism fight
SYDNEY: A top US commander warned ending a security
pact with the Philippines would hurt counter-terrorism ef-
forts in the country’s restive south yesterday, putting him at
odds with commander-in-chief Donald Trump.

Washington’s top military officer in Asia-Pacific Admiral
Philip Davidson said he hoped Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte’s decision to scrap a deal allowing US forces to be
based in the country would be rethought. Manila has given
“180 day notice so we have some time for diplomatic efforts,”
Davidson said at an event in Sydney. “I hope we can get to a
successful outcome.”

Trump has said he would be “fine” with the end of the vis-
iting forces agreement as it would save the United States “a
lot of money”.

But Davidson insisted the move would hamper military
operations in Duterte’s home island of Mindanao-where sep-
aratist and Islamist violence has killed some 100,000 people.
“Our ability to help the Philippines in their counter-violent
extremist fight in the south, our ability to train and operate
within the Philippines and with Philippines armed forces
would be challenged without that visiting forces agreement,”
he warned. — AFP

Just ‘Mayor Pete’?
Trump struggles for
killer nickname 
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump likes to coin disparaging nick-
names for his political opponents-but so far, he hasn’t quite hit
the mark with rising young Democrat Pete Buttigieg.

Presidential hopefuls “Crazy Bernie” Sanders, “Sleepy Joe”
Biden, “Mini-Mike” Bloomberg and “Pocahontas” Elizabeth War-
ren all crop up frequently in Trump’s Twitter feed.

But Buttigieg-a 38-year-old gay military veteran-has received
surprisingly little presidential abuse despite his rapid emergence
as a leading contender for the right to take on Trump in Novem-
ber. “Bootedgeedge (Buttigieg) is doing pretty well tonight. Giving
Crazy Bernie a run for his money. Very interesting!” Trump
tweeted after the New Hampshire primary on Tuesday, in which
Buttigieg finished a close second to Sanders. Is it perhaps that
Trump doesn’t see “Mayor Pete” as a credible opponent? Or is
he just struggling to craft a neat epithet for the centrist former
mayor of South Bend, Indiana who is reaching out to independents
and “future former Republicans”?

For Julian Zelizer, a political history professor at Princeton Uni-
versity, there is no doubt that Buttigieg will soon become a more
serious target for Trump if his stellar ascent gathers pace. “When-
ever Trump sees a threat, he attacks the threat. He will be watching
and will unleash, should this intensify,” Zelizer told AFP. 

What’s the angle? 
But what will be his line of attack? Buttigieg’s difficult-to-

pronounce name?  The president has so far only made passing
reference to the tricky surname, pretending to stumble on it when
whipping up loyal supporters at rallies. But the moderate Demo-
crat has already blunted that gambit by joking about it himself,
offering voters funny ways to remember how to say it.

Will Trump mock Buttigieg’s relative lack of experience? After
all, South Bend is a city of 100,000 people, not the world’s largest
economy. Buttigieg dismisses criticism of his short political re-
sume by raising his military service in Afghanistan. “I’ve seen a lot
worse ‘incoming’ (fire) than a tweet full of typos,” he said, ridicul-
ing Trump’s sometimes less-than-stellar spelling on social media.
In a Democratic debate in January, Buttigieg slammed Trump’s
Vietnam draft deferments for medical reasons. — AFP
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WASHINGTON, DC: US President Donald Trump (second left) and First
Lady Melania Trump (left) pose with President of the Republic of
Ecuador Lenin Moreno (second right) and his wife Rocio Gonzalez
de Moreno after a meeting at the White House in Washington, DC,
on Wednesday. — AFP

EVELETH: Haylee Rucker is seen helping the Eveleth mayor’s wife, at the mayor’s home in
Eveleth, Minnesota. — AFP


