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NASHUA, New Hampshire: Joe Biden’s cam-
paign held a victory party in a New Hampshire
hotel ballroom on Tuesday evening. But there
was no victory. And there was no Joe Biden. Be-
fore the polls had even closed, the Democratic
presidential hopeful had left New Hampshire,
where he ultimately posted a fifth-place finish.
The dismal performance came just eight days
after the Iowa caucuses, where Biden finished
fourth. The back-to-back stumbles have created
a difficult situation for Biden, who must perform
well in upcoming contests in Nevada and South
Carolina this month to show voters and donors
that his candidacy remains viable.

David Hopkins, an expert in presidential cam-
paigns at Boston College, said no candidate has
ever gone on to win the Democratic nomination
who finished lower than third place in Iowa and
New Hampshire. “Does Biden have the resources
to sustain a comeback?,” said Hopkins. “It’s hard
to tell in this trajectory whether you are going to
bounce back or just keep going downhill.”

Vermont US Senator Bernie Sanders won
New Hampshire, followed by South Bend, Indi-
ana Mayor Pete Buttigieg, Minnesota US Sena-
tor Amy Klobuchar and Massachusetts US
Senator Elizabeth Warren.

Biden, the affable former vice president, has
tried to downplay his early struggles. Iowa and
New Hampshire are small states with few dele-
gates whose populations are overwhelmingly
white and unrepresentative of the country over-
all, his campaign has argued. The candidate is
looking to Nevada and South Carolina, the next
two states on the nominating calendar, to revive
his fortunes. Nevada boasts large numbers of
unionized workers and Latino voters. South Car-
olina has a heavy concentration of African-

American voters, who have shown a strong affin-
ity for Biden, the former running mate of Barack
Obama, America’s first black president. While
Sanders, Buttigieg and a suddenly surging
Klobuchar celebrated their strong showings in
New Hampshire on Tuesday night, Biden headed
to a rally in South Carolina.

“Up ‘til now we haven’t heard from the most
committed constituency in the Democratic Party,
the African-American constituency,” Biden said
in Columbia, the capital. While Buttigieg and
Klobuchar have emerged as formidable rivals to
Biden in attracting moderate Democratic voters,
they so far have attracted little support among
Latinos or African Americans, whose votes will
be critical to defeat incumbent Republican Pres-
ident Donald Trump in November. Sanders has
attracted Latino support, but has yet to gain
traction with black voters.

Biden has touted himself as the only candi-
date in the race capable of harnessing the De-
mocrats’ diverse coalition. But that claim is being
challenged by Mike Bloomberg, the billionaire
former mayor of New York, who is skipping the
four early contests to compete starting on Super
Tuesday on March 3.

A national poll this week from Quinnipiac
University showed Biden’s support among black
Democrats, which stood at 51 percent in late
January, has slid to 27 percent, while
Bloomberg’s black support has climbed to 22
percent from 7 percent over the same period.

On a campaign strategy call on Wednesday,
US Representative Cedric Richmond, a co-chair
of the Biden campaign, blasted Sanders,
Buttigieg and Bloomberg, a former Republican,
as too risky to trust with the nomination. “We
cannot afford to take a chance with a self-de-

fined socialist, the mayor of a very small city, a
billionaire who all of the sudden is a Democrat,”
Richmond said.

Bloomberg, who has spent more than a quar-
ter-billion dollars of his personal fortune on the
campaign, is gunning for the same voters Biden
will need in later contests in states such as Cal-
ifornia, Texas and North Carolina. Biden has re-
lied on traditional fundraisers more than his
rivals, who have vibrant digital operations. Biden
wrote a plea to donors on Wednesday that said

“the donations I get today are the most impor-
tant, most symbolic ones of the campaign.” He
was expected to hold fundraisers in New York
yesterday.  Unite the Country, a political action
committee supporting Biden, last week sent a
memo to its donors urging them to stick with
him. The memo said the party cannot afford a
situation where moderate Democrats split their
ballots between several centrist candidates, al-
lowing Sanders, a self-described democratic so-
cialist, to win the nomination. — Reuters
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Another wall 
goes up for 
Trump, this 
time in India
AHMEDABAD:  US President Donald Trump
will be shielded from the sight of slums by a
newly built wall when he visits the city of
Ahmedabad during a visit to India this
month. A senior government said the wall
was being built for security reasons, not to
conceal the slum district.

But the contractor building it told Reuters
the government “did not want the slum to be
seen” when Trump passes by on the ride in
from Ahmedabad’s airport. “I’ve been or-
dered to build a wall as soon as possible,
over 150 masons are working round-the-
clock to finish the project,” the contractor
said, speaking on condition of anonymity.
The government official conceded that the
wall was part of a “beautification and clean-
liness” drive.

Whatever the reason, the 400-meter-long
and seven-feet-high wall will prevent the US

leader from getting a glimpse of a slum dis-
trict that houses an estimated 800 families.
Trump, who has made his pledge to build a
wall along the United States’ border with
Mexico a feature of his presidency, will visit
India on Feb. 24-25 to reaffirm strategic ties
that have been buffeted by trade disputes.

He is expected to attend an event dubbed
“Kem Chho Trump” (“How are you, Trump”)
at a stadium in Ahmedabad along the lines of
the “Howdy Modi” extravaganza he hosted
for Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
Houston last September. Speaking at the
White House on Tuesday, Trump quoted
Modi as saying “millions and millions of peo-
ple” would attend the rally.

The event provides Trump, who was im-
peached in December, with the opportunity
to woo the support of hundreds of thousands
of Indian-American voters ahead of the US
presidential election in November. But some
slum dwellers whose homes will be cordoned
off by the wall in Ahmedabad - the largest
city in Modi’s home state of Gujarat - said
the government was wasting tax-payer
money to hide the poor. “Poverty and slums
are the reality of our life, but Modi’s govern-
ment wants to hide the poor,” said Parvatb-
hai Mafabhai, a day worker who has lived
there with his family for more than three
decades. — Reuters

Venezuela’s
Guaido defends
sanctions against
Maduro regime
CARACAS: Venezuela’s opposition leader
Juan Guaido on Wednesday defended foreign
sanctions against his country 24 hours after
he was attacked at Caracas international air-
port by state airline employees shouting “fas-
cist”. Guaido returned on Tuesday from a
three-week international tour that took him
to the US, Canada, Colombia and Europe. He
was met by some angry Conviasa workers
enraged that last Friday the US placed sanc-
tions on the state airline company.

The US action criminalizing transactions
with the flag carrier is the latest of many
sanctions by Washington aimed at toppling
leftist President Nicolas Maduro’s regime,
particularly by cutting his government’s oil
revenue. One protester appeared to douse
Guaido with a fizzy drink. But speaking to

journalists after a legislative session held in
a Caracas plaza, the National Assembly
speaker defended the use of sanctions. He
said they are “the free world’s tools to con-
front regimes (that) violate human rights,
torturers and murderers.”

He said the sanctions imposed on the top
officials in Maduro’s government were an “ef-
fective” form of pressure. Guaido’s uncle Juan
Marquez, who vanished after flying back with
him, had been arrested, top Maduro ally
Diosdado Cabello said, accusing him of
smuggling explosives. On his state television
programme, Cabello said Marquez was de-
tained for allegedly carrying C-4 explosives
hidden inside flashlights and perfume refills,
and was wearing a bulletproof vest.

Guaido had denounced the “disappear-
ance” of his uncle at the airport and said he
would hold Maduro responsible for what-
ever happened to him. Maduro retains the
support of Venezuela’s powerful military and
has resisted Guaido’s challenge, even as the
United States ramps up the pressure. “Yes,
there will be more sanctions for the criminals
and everyone that supports the dictator-
ship,” warned Guaido, who on Tuesday had
told supporters to “look out for new an-
nouncements.” — AFP

COLUMBIA, SC: Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden addresses
the crowd during a South Carolina campaign launch party on Tuesday in Columbia, South Car-
olina. Biden skipped a primary-night event in New Hampshire after the count there showed a
distant finish to front runner Sen. — AFP


