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Rapper Snoop Dogg apologized on Wednesday for an
obscenity-laced tirade in which he appeared to threat-
en a CBS news anchor over an interview about late

basketball star Kobe Bryant. Snoop Dogg’s harangue on
social media had followed an interview that “CBS This
Morning” anchor Gayle King had with former women’s bas-
ketball star Lisa Leslie which referenced a 2003 sexual abuse
allegation against Bryant. “Two wrongs don’t make no right.
When you’re wrong, you gotta fix it,” Snoop Dogg said in an
Instagram video apologizing for his outburst.

“So with that being said, Gayle King, I publicly tore you
down by coming at you in a derogatory manner based off of
emotions, me being angry at questions that you asked,” Snoop
Dogg said, adding that he “overreacted” to the interview. “I
should have handled it way different than that-I was raised
way better than that. So I would like to apologize to you pub-
licly for the language that I used and calling you out of your
name and just being disrespectful.” Snoop Dogg said he felt he
had to defend his friend Bryant.  “A lot of people look up to me
and they love me ... so I want to let them know that anytime
you mess up, it’s OK to fix it, it’s OK to man up and say that
you’re wrong,” he said. “I apologize. Hopefully we can sit
down and talk privately. Have a good day.” Bryant died, along

with his daughter and seven other people, in a helicopter
crash on January 26 in California. Since then, references to
the 2003 sexual abuse allegation against him have drawn a

furious reaction from fans. After her interview, King received
multiple death threats, according to her good friend, media
mega-star Oprah Winfrey. —AFP

Dogg apologizes for attacking 
TV anchor over Bryant story

The woman who stepped up to make the final accept-
ance speech when Bong Joon-ho’s satire Parasite-
about the gap between rich and poor-won the Oscar

for Best Picture is herself a member of South Korea’s wealthi-
est family. Miky Lee, an heiress turned media mogul, is the
executive producer of the first non-English-language film to
secure the Academy Awards’ top prize in their 92-year histo-
ry. The film has been praised at home and abroad for its cri-
tique of inequality, but Lee is the granddaughter of Lee
Byung-chul, the founder of the giant Samsung group-by far
the largest of the family-controlled, often-controversial con-
glomerates known as chaebol that dominate business in the
world’s 12th-largest economy. 

She is the vice chairwoman of the CJ Group, a food and
entertainment giant that was spun out of Samsung in the
1990s as the empire was divided between different arms of
the family. Chaebol families are often intimately connected
with South Korea’s political class, and her cousin is Lee Jae-
yong, the Samsung Electronics vice-chairman currently on
trial for bribing former president Park Geun-hye in a corrup-
tion scandal that saw her ousted from power. But Miky Lee
herself was secretly blacklisted by Park’s conservative gov-
ernment after she invested in a film based on the life of left-
leaning president Roh Moo-hyun.

A diminutive Harvard graduate, she is known as a cinemat-
ic connoisseur, with previous collaborations with Bong
including “Memories of Murder” (2003), “Mother” (2009),
and the Tilda Swinton-starring “Snowpiercer” (2013).  Among
those she praised in her Oscars speech were Korean filmgo-
ers, who she said “never hesitated to give us straightforward
opinion”, driving directors and creators to “keep pushing the
envelopes”. She also thanked her brother, the CJ chairman
Lee Jay-Hyun-a controversial figure who was convicted in
2014 on charges ranging from embezzlement to tax evasion.

Her address “ultimately made for a very meta ending to
Parasite’s award season,” said Keung Yoon Bae, a PhD candi-
date researching film and media at Harvard University.  “It
speaks to the parasitic relationship Korea as a whole has with

chaebol conglomerates,” she told AFP. “The films pointing out
the broken system are made within that system themselves.”

DreamWorks deal 
The unprecedented Oscars haul for “Parasite” is the culmi-

nation of a corporate push into Hollywood that Lee has
spearheaded for years. In 1995 she invested $300 million in
the DreamWorks studio as it was set up by Hollywood
heavyweights including Steven Spielberg.

She is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, the powerful organization that awards the
Oscars, and has connections throughout showbusiness in the
US, where she moved after her blacklisting. Lee supervises
CJ ENM, one of the South’s biggest media groups, which has
operations in television, K-pop, film studios and multiplexes,
subsidiaries in at least six countries, and a market capitaliza-
tion of 3.7 trillion won ($3 billion). —AFP

McGowan blasts 
Portman Oscars cape
US actress and #MeToo activist Rose McGowan has

dismissed as a “fraud” Natalie Portman’s Oscar
dress embroidered with the names of female film-

makers overlooked for best director nominations. In a post
on Facebook, the actress said she found Portman’s red car-
pet Oscar protest “deeply offensive to those of us who
actually do the work.” “I’m not writing this out of bitter-
ness,” she added. “I am writing this out of disgust.”

McGowan said that while the black Dior cape stitched
with the names of the snubbed directors got “rave reviews
from the mainstream media” it was nothing more than “an
actress acting the part of someone who cares.” “Natalie,
you have worked with two female directors in your very
long career-one of them was you,” McGowan wrote. “You
have a production company that has hired exactly one
female director-you.” In a statement to AFP, Portman
agreed with McGowan that she didn’t deserve to be called
brave. “I agree with Ms McGowan that it is inaccurate to
call me ‘brave’ for wearing a garment with women’s names
on it,” Portman said. “Brave is a term I more strongly asso-
ciate with actions like those of the women who have been
testifying against Harvey Weinstein the last few weeks,
under incredible pressure,” she added in a reference to the
disgraced Hollywood mogul on trial in New York charged
with predatory sexual assault.—AFP

Photo shows Rose McGowan (right) and  Natalie Portman.

The elite S Korean businesswoman
behind Oscar-winning Parasite

In this file photo Rapper Snoop Dogg attends the 21st Annual
InStyle And Warner Bros Pictures Golden Globe After-Party in
Beverly Hills, California.  —AFP photos

In this file photo Gayle King speaks during the 62nd Grammy
Awards Nominations Conference at CBS Broadcast Center in
New York City.

(From left) Executive producers Min Heoi Heo and Miky Lee
accept the Best Picture award for “Parasite” during the 92nd
Annual Academy Awards at Dolby Theatre in Hollywood,
California. —AFP


