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LeVert scores 20 points as Nets snap 
Raptors’ 15-game winning streak

NEW YORK: Caris LeVert scored 20 points
Wednesday night in New York as the Brooklyn
Nets recorded a 101-91 victory over the Toronto
Raptors, who saw their team-record, 15-game win-
ning streak come to an end. The Nets won their
fifth straight home game and headed into the All-
Star break with seven wins in their last 10 games.
Brooklyn also picked up a rare win over Toronto,
beating the Raptors for only the second time in the
past 20 meetings since Jan. 6, 2016. Joe Harris
added 19 points for the Nets, who led for the final
43:50. Spencer Dinwiddie contributed 17 points,
nine assists and six rebounds for Brooklyn. Jarrett
Allen collected 10 points and 13 rebounds. Serge
Ibaka scored 28 points to lead the Raptors, whose
last loss was by one point on their home court to
the San Antonio Spurs on Jan. 12.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS 
120 - DENVER NUGGETS 116 (OT)

LeBron James had 32 points, 14 assists and 12
rebounds, Anthony Davis finished with 33 points
and 10 rebounds, and Los Angeles won at Denver
for the second time this season. It was the 12th
triple-double of the season for James, tying him
with the Dallas Mavericks’ Luka Doncic for the
NBA lead. Dwight Howard had 14 points and 11 re-
bounds, and Alex Caruso and Avery Bradley scored
10 points each for the Lakers, who are 5-1 in their
last six games overall. Jamal Murray had 32 points
and 10 assists, Nikola Jokic scored 22 and added
11 rebounds, and Jerami Grant had 15 points for
Denver. Gary Harris and Monte Morris added 13
and 12 points respectively. The Nuggets had their
four-game win streak snapped.

INDIANA PACERS 
118 - MILWAUKEE BUCKS 111

T.J. Warren scored 35 points as Indiana
snapped a season-high, six-game losing streak by
defeating Central Division rival Milwaukee in Indi-
anapolis. Warren shot 16 of 19 from the field for the
Pacers, who exploited the absence of Giannis An-
tetokounmpo and shot a sizzling 61.9 percent from
the floor (26 of 42) in the first half. Former Buck
Malcolm Brogdon collected 17 points and 13 as-
sists. Donte DiVincenzo scored a team-high 19
points and Khris Middleton added 17 for the Bucks,
who sustained their first loss in six games without
Antetokounmpo in the lineup. The reigning NBA
MVP sat out his second consecutive contest fol-
lowing the birth of his first child, Liam Charles.

ORLANDO MAGIC 116 - DETROIT 
PISTONS 112 (OT)

Aaron Gordon had 25 points, nine rebounds and
nine assists, and Nikola Vucevic hit the go-ahead
shot in overtime as host Orlando held off Detroit.
Markelle Fultz supplied 22 points and 10 assists,
while Vucevic contributed 19 points, 11 rebounds
and seven assists. Evan Fournier added 19 points
for the Magic. Christian Wood led the Pistons with
26 points and 12 rebounds. Thon Maker had 18
points, Markieff Morris scored 14, Reggie Jackson
added 12 and Langston Galloway chipped in 11 for
the Pistons, who have lost four straight.

DALLAS MAVERICKS 130 - 
SACRAMENTO KINGS 111

Luka Doncic recorded 33 points, 12 rebounds and
eight assists in his return from an ankle injury to lead
Dallas to a victory over visiting Sacramento. Doncic

missed seven games with the injury, and the Maver-
icks went 3-4 without the All-Star point guard. On
Wednesday, Doncic shot 10 of 18 — including 3 of 7
from 3-point range — and 10 of 12 from the free-
throw line in 31 minutes before exiting with 6:26 re-
maining. Kristaps Porzingis had 27 points, 13
rebounds, five assists and three blocked shots for Dal-
las. Buddy Hield posted 22 points and nine assists for
the Kings, who have dropped back-to-back games
after winning six of their previous eight contests.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 111 - PORTLAND
TRAIL BLAZERS 104

Brandon Clarke scored 27 points and Ja Morant
added 20 with nine assists as host Memphis’ rook-
ies led the charge past Portland in the last game for
each team before the All-Star break. Jonas Valan-
ciunas and De’Anthony Melton each scored 12
points, while Valanciunas added 18 rebounds, as the
Grizzlies won for the fourth time in their past five
games and the eighth time in their past 10 contests.
Damian Lillard scored 20 points for the Blazers, but
he left for good with 3:22 remaining with what was
later reported as a right groin strain. CJ McCollum
scored 23 points and Anfernee Simons added 22 off
the bench for Portland.

UTAH JAZZ 116 - MIAMI HEAT 101
Donovan Mitchell scored a game-high 26

points, and Bojan Bogdanovic added 22 points,
leading Utah to a win over Miami in Salt Lake City.
Jordan Clarkson had 21 points off the bench for the
Jazz, who have won four consecutive games. Rudy
Gobert added 16 points, two blocks and a game-
high 20 rebounds. Gobert and Mitchell, both first-
time All-Stars this year, were honored before the
game by the Jazz. The Heat, who finished a 1-4 road
trip, were led by Jimmy Butler’s 25 points.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS 114 - 
NEW YORK KNICKS 96

Bradley Beal scored 10 of his game-high 30
points in the fourth quarter as Washington pulled
away for a win at New York. The Wizards
outscored the Knicks 37-23 in the fourth quarter
on their way to their fifth victory in seven games.
The Knicks lost their second straight following a
season-high four-game winning streak. Beal has
scored 30 points in back-to-back games, and he
has tallied at least 30 in nine of his past 11 games.
Davis Bertans had 16 points off the bench for the
Wizards. Julius Randle finished with 21 points and
13 rebounds for the Knicks, and Elfrid Payton col-
lected 19 points and eight assists.

PHOENIX SUNS 112 - GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS 106

Devin Booker’s 27 points helped host Phoenix hold
off Golden State in the final game before the NBA All-
Star break for both teams. Kelly Oubre Jr. added 15
points and Mikal Bridges 14 for the Suns, who had lost
six of their previous seven games. Forward Jonah
Bolden, signed to a 10-day contract before the game,
scored six points with seven rebounds in 26 minutes
in his Phoenix debut. Andrew Wiggins’ 27 points led
the Warriors, who have lost four straight and have the
NBA’s worst road record at 5-24. Former Sun Mar-
quese Chriss added 18 points and 12 rebounds.

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 127 - 
ATLANTA HAWKS 105

Tristan Thompson, Andre Drummond and Larry

Nance Jr. each produced a double-double to help
host Cleveland end a six-game losing streak with
a win over Atlanta. Thompson came off the bench
to score 27 points, hitting a season-high three 3-
pointers, and grab 11 rebounds. Drummond, playing
his second game with the Cavaliers since being ac-
quired at the trade deadline, had 14 points and 15
rebounds to extend his streak of double-doubles
to seven straight games.

CHARLOTTE HORNETS 115 - 
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 108

Devonte’ Graham pumped in 28 points, and
Malik Monk came off the bench for 25 points as
Charlotte recovered from a big first-half hole to

defeat Minnesota in Minneapolis, spoiling the
home debut of Minnesota guard D’Angelo Russell.
Charlotte’s Miles Bridges poured in 20 points,
Bismack Biyombo supplied 14 points and 10 re-
bounds, and rookie Jalen McDaniels had 10
points. The Hornets were without guard Terry
Rozier, who had a sore left knee. Despite winning
their last two games, the Hornets have still lost 13
of their last 16. Malik Beasley led Minnesota with
28 points, and Russell notched 26 points and 11
assists. The Timberwolves also received 16 points
and 12 rebounds from Juancho Hernangomez.
Minnesota, which was without Karl-Anthony
Towns because of a left wrist injury, lost for the
15th time in 16 games. — Reuters

BROOKLYN:  Taurean Prince #2 of the Brooklyn Nets shoots the ball against the Toronto Raptors
at Barclays Center in Brooklyn, New York. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Kobe Bryant and his
daughter Gianna were buried last week
near their family home in Newport Beach,
California, in a private ceremony, according
to death certificates.

A death certificate for the basketball
legend, who was killed in a helicopter crash
outside Los Angeles on January 26 along
with his daughter and seven others, states
that he was buried last Friday at Pacific
View Memorial Park in Corona del Mar, US
media reported.

A memorial service for Bryant and Gi-
anna is planned February 24 at the Staples
Center in downtown Los Angeles which
can hold 20,000 people. The Center, also
the home of the NHL’s Los Angeles Kings
and venue for concerts and events such as

the recent Grammy Awards, has hosted me-
morials for recording artists Michael Jack-
son and Nipsey Hussle.

Byrant’s wife Vanessa on Monday took
to Instagram to express her grief saying
“my brain refuses to accept that both Kobe
and Gigi are gone.” “It’s like I’m trying to
process Kobe being gone but my body re-
fuses to accept my Gigi will never come
back to me,” she added.

“It feels wrong. Why should I be able to
wake up another day when my baby girl
isn’t being able to have that opportunity?!
I’m so mad. She had so much life to live.
Then I realize I need to be strong and be
here for my 3 daughters.” Bryant had an
iconic 20-year career playing with the Los
Angeles Lakers. — AFP
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